Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Inc. 


$10 


Box  1224  •  WoLF£BORO,  NH  03694  •  (800)  222-5993 


States  Cold 

“Pirated  Histo, 


The  Opportunity  of  the  Decade! 

Saint-Gaudcns  Double  Eagle  Club 

The  World’s  Most  Attractive  Coin! 


The  twenty  dollar  gold  piece  is  the 
largest  commercial  coin  every  issued  by 
the  United  States  Mint.  And,  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  gold  double  eagles  are 
among  the  most  admired  of  United  States 
coin  designs.  In  1905,  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  America’s  most  acclaimed  sculp¬ 
tor,  was  commissioned  by  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  to  redesign  the 
American  coinage.  The  artist  created  mo¬ 
tifs  for  the  $10  and  $20,  which  were  re¬ 
leased  by  autumn  1907.  The  first  $20 
pieces  had  the  date  in  Roman  numerals, 
MCMVII,  but  for  quantity  production  the 
design  and  date  were  modified,  and  the 
date  1907  was  employed.  Today  the 
MCMVII  $20  pieces  are  quite  scarce  and 
sell  for  several  thousand  dollars  each  or 
more,  with  selected  Mint  $tate  coins  cross¬ 
ing  the  $10,000  mark. 

However,  there  are  many  later  date 
$20  pieces  now  selling  at  a  20-year  low — 
priced  tar  below  $  1 ,000  per  coin  in  lustrous 
Mint  $tate!  We  propose  that  you  build  a 
collection  of  these  affordable  dates  and 
mintmarks.  The  varieties  include  the  32(!) 
listed  at  right  (tentative  listing  based  upon 
today’s  valuations;  the  market  can  and  does 
fluctuate).  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive  col¬ 
lection  this  will  make! 

It’s  As  Easy  As  1-2-3! 
Here  is  All  Ton  Do: 

1)  Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to 
spend  a  month  on  your  collection.  For  just 
$500  (the  minimum  we  recommend),  we 
feel  confident  we  can  complete  your  collec¬ 
tion  with  Mint  $tate  pieces  ranging  in 
grade  from  M$-60  to  M5-63.  Of  course, 
the  more  you  want  to  spend,  the  more 
high-grade  pieces  we  can  offer  you. 

2)  Choose  the  collecting  program  best 
suited  to  your  needs. 

Program  #1  -  Build  a  collection  contain¬ 
ing  the  32  different  varieties  listed  above. 

Program  #2  Build  a  short  set  of  just  10 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 
Priced  at  less  than  $1,000! 


1907  Arabic  numerals. 

1908  No  Motto. 

1908-D  No  Motto. 

1908  With  Motto 

1908- D  With  Motto 

1909 

1909- S 

1910 

1910- D 
191 0-S 

1911 

This  ends  the  early  series  of 
after  which  no  pieces  wer 
1920s.  The  list  of  affordable 


1911-D 
191 1-S 

1912 

1913 

1 9 1 3- D 

1914 

1914- D 

1914- S 

1915 

1915- S 

1916- S 

Saint-Gaudens  $20, 
e  minted  until  the 
dates  and  mintmarks 


resumes: 

1920 

1924 

1922 

1925 

1922-S 

1926 

1923 

1927 

1923-D 

different  dates  and  mintmarks. 

3)  Call  Gail  Watson,  with  your  credit 
card  in  hand,  and  say,  “I  would  like  to  join 
your  Double  Eagle  Club.”  Or,  send  us  a  fax 
with  your  credit  card  information.  We’ll 
take  it  from  there.  Get  set  for  a  very  enjoy¬ 
able  experience! 

Month  by  month,  your  golden  collection 
will  grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is  no  ob¬ 
ligation  to  continue,  and  you  can  end  your 
participation  at  any  time,  simply  by  letting 
us  know  and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each 
coin  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  and  a  special  4% 
member’s  discount. 

Conversely,  if  at  any  time  you  want  to  buy 
more  than  one  coin  a  month,  or  see  other 
$20  pieces  of  interest  in  our  publications 
and  want  to  add  them  to  your  collection, 
that  is  perfectly  fine.  Our  object  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  you  with  a  beautiful  collection  you  will 
truly  enjoy. 

Introductory  Price  to 
Double  Eagle  Club 
Members  -  $575 

Each  date  listed  is  a  sparkling  Mint  5tate 
example  of  this  popular  issue. 

1908  No  Motto  M$-63  (PCGS)  •  1922 
M8-63  (PCG$)  •  1923  MS-63  (PCGS)  • 
1924  MS-63  (PCGS) 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we 
will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q. 
David  Bowers’  award-win¬ 
ning  book  (the  standard  ref¬ 
erence  on  the  series,)  United 
States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History ,  illustrated  with 
gems  from  the  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection.  This  deluxe  hardbound 
volume,  profusely  illustrated  in¬ 
cluding  with  color  plates,  lists 
for  $57.95,  but  is  yours  FREE. 


Dave’s  Desk 


Welcome  to  our  first  issue  of  the  new  year.  From  all 
of  us  here,  good  wishes  to  you  and  yours  for  a  very 
happy,  healthy,  prosperous,  and  numismatically  enjoy¬ 
able  1998.  Concerning  the  numismatically  enjoyable  part,  we  stand  ready  to 
help  in  any  way  possible. 

The  coin  market  is  strong  and  healthy,  the  best  so  far  of  the  decade. 
Significantly,  most  buyers  are  collectors,  which  results  in  a  real  market.  In¬ 
vestors  come  and  go,  but  collectors  stay  for  a  long  time.  We  expect  that 
1998  will  see  increased  popularity  of  albums  and  holders,  which,  histori¬ 
cally,  have  done  more  than  anything  else  to  spur  interest  in  the  hobby. 
With  a  nod  to  Wayte  Raymond’s  beginning  efforts  in  the  1930s,  we  note 
that  nothing  beats  the  challenge  and,  eventually,  the  closure  of  assembling 
a  set  of  Indian  cents,  Morgan  dollars,  commemoratives,  or  other  series  in 
an  album.  Your  collection  is  right  in  front  of  your  eyes  as  it  grows.  It  is  fun 
to  collect  coins.  While  “slabs”  can  be  a  bit  unwieldy,  the  “Certified  Coin 
Estate”  albums  we  offer  provide  a  great  way  to  display  your  favorite  PCGS, 
NGC,  or  ANACS  “goodies.” 

Each  day  here  at  the  office,  deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England,  there  are 
numismatic  surprises.  We  are  constantly  buying  and  selling.  No  two  incom¬ 
ing  collections  are  ever  the  same.  I  have  just  finished  the  final  cataloguing  of 
hundreds  of  new  purchases,  and  in  the  pages  to  follow  you  have  first  pick  of 
them.  See  something  of  interest?  Just  give  Gail  Watson  a  call  or  send  your 
order  by  mail  or  fax.  Before  you  know  it,  some  really  nice  coins  will  be  arriv¬ 
ing  in  your  mailbox. 

If  you  are  an  old-timer  with  us — and  many  clients  have  been  on  our 
mailing  list  ever  since  we  started  business  in  the  1930s — you  know  the  qual¬ 
ity,  value,  and  service  to  expect.  However,  the  vitality  essential  to  numismat¬ 
ics  and  all  other  hobbies  is  provided  by  new  faces.  If  this  is  your  first  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  welcome  aboard!  We  will  do  our  best  to  make  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money  a  very  pleasant  and 
sunny  corner  of  your  life.  We  really  enjoy  what  we  are  doing  here,  and  all  of 
us  will  do  our  best  to  share  our  enthusiasm  with  you. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  maximize  the  pleasures  of  coins  is  to  read 
about  them.  And,  this  is  also  one  of  the  most  inexpensive  ways.  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  out  of  print  for  a 
time  last  year,  has  been  reprinted  (Doubleday,  the  publisher  has  assigned  a 
new,  higher  $125  list  price,  however).  This  book  is  essential  to  every  library. 
The  good  news  is  that  this  book,  and  all  other  books,  are  available  to  you  for 
an  attractive  discount.  See  our  Books  for  Sale  section.  Personally,  I  would 
not  trade  my  library  for  its  weight  in  gold  if  I  could  not  replace  it!  I  love 
books!  (Private  memo  to  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.:  Thanks  for  the  shipment  of  17 
books  that  just  arrived  by  UPS;  as  soon  as  I  finish  writing  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  I  will  start  reading!) 

Look  through  this  issue  carefully,  then  send  us  your  order.  Thank  you 
for  your  business  and  friendship. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

Editor,  The  Rare  Coin  Review 
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Featured  on  the  cover  of  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  a  detail 
from  the  Currier  and  Ives  print  New 
England  Winter  Scene,  from  the  col¬ 
lection  ol  Q.  David  Bowers.  If  you 
are  interested  in  purchasing  this  print, 
call  Chris  Karstedt  at  our  office. 

Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand 
Format7  M  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices 
realized),  and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A 
value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  separately! 
Domestic  Subscription  $95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail)  $  1 50.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail)  $200.00 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH 
(603)  569-5095 
24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
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Save  Over  $100  on  This  Fabulous 
Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library 

Enjoy  these  great  books  in  your  home!!!  Send  no  money  for  30  days!!! 


It  you  have  been  thinking 
about  building  a  tine  numis¬ 
matic  library  and  haven’t  yet 
started,  this  offer  is  for  you!  Or, 
it  will  make  a  unique  and  won¬ 
derful  gift:  for  a  son,  daughter, 
or  friend  to  whom  you  wish  to 
introduce  the  wonderful  world 
of  coin  collecting! 

Books  hold  the  key  to  col¬ 
lecting  success.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  making  advantageous 
buys  for  your  collection,  there 
is  no  substitute  for  knowledge. 

And  w'hen  it  comes  to  gaining 
knowiedge,  there  is  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  books.  In  fact,  if  it 
could  not  be  replaced,  we 
would  not  trade  our  owm  li¬ 
brary  for  its  weight  in  gold!  In 
that  light,  we  offer  you  this 
fabulous  Bowers  and  Merena 
Mini-Library  with  10  best-sell¬ 
ing  titles  which,  if  purchased 
separately,  have  list  prices  totaling  over  $500! 
These  great  books  are  considered  an  abso¬ 
lute  must  by  many  collectors  and  dealers 
alike!  Read  them,  use  them,  and  chances  are 


evaluation  with  no  payment 
whatsoever  for  30  days! 
That’s  right — ABSOLUTELY 
FREE  of  charge  for  30  days! 
At  that  point,  we  will  invoice 
you  a  mere  $380  plus  $15 
postage  and  handling,  a  sav¬ 
ings  of  well  over  $100  on  the 
best  references  any  numisma¬ 
tist  could  possibly  own.  And, 
of  course,  the  Bowers  and  Me¬ 
rena  Mini-Library  comes 
with  a  100%  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  and 
can  be  returned  at  any  time 
within  the  30  day  period  and 
your  invoice  will  be  canceled. 

How  to  Order  your 
Mini-Library: 


And ,  a  special  bonus  just  for  ordering  these  books 
on  approval — over  $70  in  gifts— yours  to  keep!!! 


There  are  only  50  sets  of  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Li¬ 
brary  available  on  this  special 
offer.  To  order,  telephone 

excellent  that  they  will  repay  their  cost  quickly.  Mary  or  Donna  in  our  Publications  Depart- 
We’re  so  sure  you’ll  be  delighted  with  your  pur-  ment  today  to  reserve  one  in  your  name.  Or, 
chase  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Mini-Library ,  we  send  your  request  by  fax  or  mail.  Limit:  One 

immediately  ship  the  books  for  your  use  and  Mini-Library  per  order. 


w 


Her  eh  what  you  will  be  receiving: 


American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
(foreword  by  Kenneth  Bressett) 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404.  List  S59.95. 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 31 1.  List  S45.00 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401.  List  $29.95 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM  308A.  List  $49.95. 

The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 130.  List  $59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A.  List  $62.50. 

United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 135.  List  $57.95. 

Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107.  List  $43.95. 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hardbound.  Stock  No  BPO-100.  List  $79.00. 

A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States 
2nd  edition 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-402A.  List  $19.95. 


Special  Ordering  Bonus: 

Order  your  Bowers  and  Merena 
Mini-Library  by  February  28,  1998, 
and  we  will  send  you  as  a  bonus  a  half 
dozen  different  issues  of  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  popular  “Companion”  books, 
filled  with  interesting  and  useful  ar¬ 
ticles  about  various  aspects  of  coin 
collecting  and  enjoyment.  These  list 
at  $12.95  each,  equivalent  to  over 
$70  worth  of  extra  items  and  they  are 
yours  to  keep — even  if  you  decide  to 
return  the  library. 
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New  13th  Printing! 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 

By  (X  David  Bowers 

Coin-operated  pi¬ 
anos,  music  boxes, 
player  pianos,  callio¬ 
pes,  pipe  organs, 
and  more  are  all  de¬ 
scribed  in  this  classic 
work  by  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers.  First  printed  in 
1972,  this  large  and 
profusely  illustrated 
book  has  become 
the  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  old-time  automatic  music  makers.  Over  20,000  cop¬ 
ies  have  been  sold!!!  Out  of  print  for  several  years,  it  has  just 
been  reprinted  by  the  Vestal  Press.  If  you  like  music,  if  you  like 
nostalgia,  you’ll  LOVE  this  book!  Our  supply  has  just  recently 
been  received,  and  your  copy  is  ready  to  ship!  8-1/2  by  11 
inches,  hardbound,  1,008  illustrated  pages. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802.  List  price  $89.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


2nd  Edition  Just  Released ! 

A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 
2nd  Edition 


By  Qj  David  Bowers 

The  truck  has  just  delivered  to  our 
warehouse  several  cases  of  one  of  our 
all-time,  best-selling  “action”  guides — 
A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States  2nd  Edi¬ 
tion.  This  new  release  has  been  up¬ 
dated  with  1997  prices  for  every  date 
and  mintmark  from  the  1794  silver 
dollar  through  the  1981  Anthony  dollar.  It  includes  tons  of 
information  regarding  rarity  and  price  history,  plus  a  detailed 
evaluation  and  discussion  for  every  issue.  It  is  a  virtual  trea¬ 
sure  trove  of  information  on  the  silver  dollar  series  for  an  un¬ 
believably  low  price.  Of  course,  our  usual  discounts  apply. 
Call  our  publications  department  today  to  order! 
Softbound  5-1/2  x  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  304  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Stock  No.  BBM-402.  List  price  $19.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


By  Special  Arrangement 
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The 

Gobrecht 

Journal 
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Collective 
Volume 
Number  Four 
1995 


The  Gobrecht  Journal 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  MeCloskey 

A  collective  volume  of  articles  of  recent 
years  commanding  interest  and  importance 
to  just  about  anyone  with  even  a  passing  in¬ 
terest  in  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  For  good 
measure,  trade  dollars  1873-1885  fall  under 
the  umbrella  as  well. 

This  latest  volume  has  just  been  released, 
comprising  600  pages,  profusely  illustrated, 
and  quality  hardbound.  Within  the  covers  are 
included  much  research  information,  market 
data,  collecting  insights  and  tips,  interesting 
observations,  and  more — the  “stuff’  which 
makes  numismatics  a  fascinating  pursuit. 

By  special  arrangement  with  the  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club  and  we  are  privileged  to  offer  our  cli¬ 
ents  this  volume.  Only  a  limited  number  of  copies  have  been 
printed,  and  once  they  are  sold,  that  is  it.  Here,  indeed,  is  a 
book  you  will  enjoy  owning,  enjoy  reading,  and  refer  to  of¬ 
ten.  Stock  No.  BGO-300.  List  price  $44.00. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 
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Use  This  Guide  To  Cherrypick! 

The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey ,  Ph.D 
and  Jeff  Oxman 

The  top  100  most  popular,  most  important  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lar  varieties  as  catalogued  by 
Leroy  Van  Allen  and  George 
Mallis  (“VAM”  numbers)  have 
been  synopsized  and  illustrated 
in  this  dandy  pocket-size  guide. 
Who  knows,  perhaps  in  your  col¬ 
lection  is  a  valuable  die  variety 
that  you  don’t  know  about!  Or, 
take  this  guide  with  you  to  coin 
shops  and  shows  and  use  it  to  cherry  pick.  Photographs,  prices, 
and  rarity  for  each  variety — all  are  at  your  fingertips!  3-3/ 4  by  5- 
1/2  inches,  spiral  or  leatherette.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Available  in  two  formats:  Spiral  bound:  Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
or  Leatherette  bound:  Stock  No.  BFE-301.  List  price — either 
format  $24.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

This  latest  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  includes 
many  choice,  interesting,  and  rare  coins  associated 
with  the  colonial  series.  Such  pieces  have  been  a 
specialty  of  ours  for  a  long  time — indeed,  decades — 
it  is  very  enjoyable  at  present  to  see  the  growing 
interest  in  what  was  once  a  relatively  obscure  by¬ 
way  of  numismatics.  British-American  pieces,  cop¬ 
per  coins  of  the  states,  Washington  tokens,  and  oth¬ 
ers  are  offered  for  your  consideration. 

For  information,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  gives  an  excellent  overview,  an  indication  of 
market  prices,  and  much  other  information.  Be¬ 
yond  that,  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of 
America,  published  in  1875  and  available  today  in 
reprint  form,  is  an  essential  text — one  with  fasci¬ 
nating  historical  information.  Walter  Breens  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  1988, 
furnishes  another  essential  work.  Beyond  that,  there 
are  specialized  sources  to  consult,  including  the 
Colonial  Newsletter  (published  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society)  and  the  C-4  Newsletter,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Colonial  Coin  Collectors  Club. 

Attributions  of  the  following  pieces  are  to  spe¬ 
cialized  references,  including  Miller  on  Connecti¬ 
cut  copper  coins,  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  and  Ver¬ 
mont  pieces,  Noe  on  Massachusetts  silver,  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Each  colonial  piece  is  offered  with  a  30-day 
return  privilege  (certified  coins,  seven  days),  giv¬ 
ing  you  ample  time  to  inspect  any  desired  piece  in 
great  detail. 

Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1 652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-8.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is  round 
save  for  a  small  void  at  5:00.  A  very  appealing 
specimen  of  this  historical  coinage . 4,995 

1723  Woods  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid 
specimen,  glossy  and  somewhat  prooflike,  with 


much  eye  appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in 
which  a  piece  of  this  era  can  be  acquired  in  gem 
Mint  State!  . 1,495 

There  are  relatively  few  coins  associated  with  the  colo¬ 
nial  era  that  can  be  obtained  in  any  degree  of  Mint  State, 
never  mind  MS-64.  Among  these,  there  are  just  two  seen 
with  frequency:  the  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny  of  1723,  as 
offered  above,  and  the  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Even  so,  the 
pieces  are  hardly  common,  and  if  you  had  an  unlimited  bud¬ 
get,  you  could  probably  only  buy  one,  two,  or  three  equiva¬ 
lent  examples  of  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny  each  year. 

1724  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-166.  VF- 
20.  As  a  date  the  1724  is  several  times  rarer 
than  1723 . 265 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-63  RB 
(PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike, 
with  a  splendid  mixture  of  mint  red  and  light 
brown  toning . 925 

Probably  from  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  hoard  dispersed 
over  a  period  of  time  from  the  1870s  through  1929,  and 
after  that  date  via  Wayte  Raymond  and  others.  This  hoard  is 
one  of  many  discussed  in  Dave  Bowers’  best-selling,  award¬ 
winning  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures.  Today, 
Cohen  hoard  coins  are  usually  found  one  at  a  time. 

1694  London  Elephant  token.  Breen-186. 
Thick  planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD 
PRESERVE  LONDON.  Attractive  light 
brown  surfaces .  1,095 

It  is  not  certain  whether  this  and  related  “London”  pieces 
ever  circulated  in  America,  but  as  they  are  cousins  of  pieces 
with  American  descriptions  (relating  to  Carolina  and  New 
England)  they  have  long  been  adopted  into  the  American 
series  and  have  been  desired  by  numismatists  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic. 


Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 


1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  an  Italian  2  lire  coin.  Kenney-4. 
Mint  State.  Light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized  of 
Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated  that 

just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a 
prominent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare 
early  American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that 
might  otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  pro¬ 


ductions  with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present 
instance  with  a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other 
differences;  cf.  Kenney,  p.  9).  Much  information  about  Bolen 
can  be  found  in  early  issues  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nu¬ 
mismatics  and  in  the  auction  catalogues  of  W.  Elliot  Wood¬ 
ward. 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-9C.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  An  especially  high-grade  example  of 
this  issue . 675 


Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces . 2,750 

Called  a  “halfpenny,”  this  small  medalet  honors  Will¬ 
iam  Pitt,  who  was  considered  to  be  a  friend  of  the  American 
colonists.  The  legends  refer  to  the  dislike  by  Americans  of 
the  1765  Stamp  Act  under  George  III. 

1766  Pitt  halfjpenny.  Breen-251.  EF-45.  Smooth 
light  brown  surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  A 
very  pleasing  specimen . 1,795 

1757-A  French  Colonies  sou  marque.  AU.  Nearly 
all  original  silvering  remains.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  just  acquired . 295 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  VF-30.  Pointed 
Rays,  Large  US . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  in  the  United  States. 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Crosby  3-B.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Very  pleasing  light  brown  surfaces.  825 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity- 
5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  prob¬ 
lem-free  save  for  slightly  dull  surfaces . 1,025 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent  to 
you  for  inspection.  In  that  way  you  can  care¬ 
fully  examine  all  aspects  of  the  piece.  These 
early  coins  are  very  attractive  and  interesting, 
and  often  in-person  inspection  is  more  reveal¬ 
ing  than  are  short  descriptions  in  the  present 
listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your  editor 
(QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  or  Ray  Merena  based 
upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall  quality,  and  value. 
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1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4.4-C.  Mailed 

Bust  Right,  Small  Portrait.  VF-35  or  finer. 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Excellently  detailed  on 
the  obverse,  less  so  on  the  reverse  (due  to  strik¬ 
ing).  A  very  handsome  example  from  the  first 
year  of  Connecticut  coinage.  Seldom  seen  so 
choice . 530 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive,  glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Classic  Machin’s  Mill  issue  struck  at 
Newburgh,  NY,  under  very  interesting  circum¬ 
stances  (cf.  Crosby,  et  al.).  One  of  the  nicest 
seen  at  this  grade  level . 995 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces. 
Very  little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  the  type  and  variety. ...  725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original 
planchet  surface  characteristics  still  visible  on 
high  points.  Outstanding  quality. . 895 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-20. 

Landscape  /  STELLA  QUARTA  DECIMA 
style.  Sun  over  forested  ridge,  always  a  popular 
design  type.  Struck  under  rustic  circumstances 
at  Millbrook,  near  Pawlet,  VT. . 1,095 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet. 
AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with  a 
die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the 
clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in  GOLD.  1,1 95 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firms  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1 807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later. 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Type  of  Breen- 
1156-1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB 

(PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE  IN 
LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  with  a  generous  quo¬ 
tient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so  fine!  ....  1,295 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof 
Major  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada. 
Struck  in  copper.  “Myddelton”  style  obverse 
by  Kiichler.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
Proof  with  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  ac¬ 
cented  with  iridescent  blue.  An  aesthetic  treat, 
one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  of  this  famous  and 
very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is  believed  that  this  and 
related  pieces  were  struck  circa  1 802-1 803  as 
samples  of  the  engraving  skills  of  the  Soho 
Mint,  Birmingham.  A  major  opportunity  for 


the  connoisseur . 9,750 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one 
of  the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early 
America.  The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kiichler  (who  also 
cut  the  dies  for  the  memorable  1796  Washington  Seasons 
medals)  depicts  the  goddess  Britannia  or  Hope,  presenting 
her  two  young  children  to  Liberty,  representing  America. 
The  inscription  BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY 
is  in  an  arc  above,  and  the  date  1796  is  below.  The  design 
was  intended  to  illustrate  the  emigration  from  England  to 
America  of  persons  of  youth  and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area 
of  Kentucky  controlled  by  Philip  Parry  Price  of  Myddelton. 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  in  August  1796, 
British  authorities  tossed  Price  into  Newgate  prison,  charg¬ 
ing  him  with  “inciting  artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States.”  The  project  came  to  a  quick  conclusion.  How  many 
citizens  actually  went  to  Kentucky  and  found  success  there 
is  not  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  piece  differs  from  that  seen  on  the 
normal  Myddelton  token  and  bears  the  inscription  ONE 
HALF  PENNY  /  COPPER  /  COMPANY  /  OF  /  UPPER  / 
CANADA.  The  activities  of  the  Copper  Company  of  Upper 
Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  are  not  known  to  the  cata¬ 
loguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  engaged  in 
mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are  not 
known,  the  die  was  cut  circa  1794.  It  is  believed  (with  John 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  pointing  this  out  in  the  Coin  Collector's  Journal  in 
the  early  1950s)  that  pieces  of  this  type,  illustrating  superb 
workmanship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation  pieces 
by  the  Soho  Mint,  which  at  the  time  was  interested  in  receiv¬ 
ing  private  contracts  for  tokens  and  medals  as  well  as  com¬ 
missions  from  foreign  governments.  Pieces  were  produced 
only  in  copper,  and  apparently  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  specifically  mentions  just  two  pieces, 
the  Robison  and  Roper  examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  which  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border. 

1783  Georgius  Triumpho.  Breen-1184.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 995 

One  of  the  more  curious  Washington  tokens;  maker 
unknown,  but  possibly  related  to  the  1 783  Nova  Consteliatio 
coinage  as  the  date  styles  are  similar.  Some  believe  that  it  is 
intended  to  represent  King  George  III  of  England,  not  the 
Father  of  Our  Country. 

Undated  Double  Head  Washington  cent.  Breen- 
1204.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces . 765 

Stylized  or  “generic”  head  of  Washington,  quite  resem¬ 
bling  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  Breen-1225.  EF- 
40.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  particularly  nice 
example  of  this  issue,  which  is  rarely  seen  finer 
or,  for  that  matter,  as  fine . 650 

(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security 
penny.  Breen-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A 
large  and  impressive  coin.  Pleasing  medium 
brown  with  olive  highlights  and  faint  traces  of 


A  Nice  1829  Large  Cent 

The  following  comment  is  from  John  R.: 
“Dear  Gail: 

“The  1829  large  cent  was  warmly  re¬ 
ceived  and  lived  up  to  the  Bowers  and 
Merena’s  reputation  for  high-quality  coins. 
I  look  forward  to  adding  additional  large 
cents  to  my  collection  in  the  future. 
Thanks.” 


mint  red .  1,950 

Edge  with  inscription,  AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THt 
OPPRESS’D  OF  ALL  NATIONS. 

Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES  medal.  Breen-1287.  Large  diameter, 
plain  edge.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Said  to  have  been 
issued  upon  the  second  inauguration  of  Wash¬ 
ington . 465 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294-95. 
Plain  edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most 
interesting  Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely 
struck  from  shallow  dies . 450 

1795  Washington  Grate  token.  Breen-1271.  MS- 
63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly 
golden  brown  with  some  traces  of  faded  mint 
red . 875 

Struck  by  the  Kempson,  a  diesinker  and  token  maker  in 
Birmingham,  England,  for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  & 
Harris,  whose  establishment  was  on  Wormwood  Street.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  portrait  of  Washington  and  eulogistic  inscription; 
reverse  with  coal-burning  fireplace  and  grate,  with  inscrip¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  Clark  &  Harris. 

A  somewhat  mysterious  “hoard”  of  these  is  discussed  in 
Dave  Bowers’  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  book. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Kessler-Newman  6- 
W.l.  Rarity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid 
specimen  in  every  respect . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  they  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  KN  12-X.  MS-63.  At¬ 
tractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  You’ll  like  the 
quality! . 1,895 


1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  KN  12-X.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  Much  original  mint  red  still  remains. 
A  very  nice  example . 2,250 

Undoubtedly  from  the  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard  which 
came  to  light  in  the  late  1 850s  (for  details  see  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers’  1 997  book,  recently  reprinted,  American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards;  further,  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Colonial  Newslet¬ 
ter  Anthony  J.  Terranova  gave  an  update  of  the  hoard's  sta¬ 
tus, — with  notes  concerning  remaining  pieces). 

1792  Mint  Pattern 
Rare  1792  Copper  Disme 


1792  Copper  disme.  Pollock-1 1,  Judd-10.  Raritv- 
6+.  Poor-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Intermingled 
tan  and  chocolate  toning  with  porosity  noted  on 
both  surfaces.  The  designs  are  clearly  distin¬ 
guishable  as  to  type,  and  much  of  the  lettering 
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can  be  read,  especially  on  the  reverse.  The  edge 
reeding  is  vertical  rather  than  diagonal;  a  feature 
shared  by  the  Norweb  specimen.  Dr.  Judd 
claimed  that  the  1 792  dismes  had  diagonal  reed¬ 
ing  and  it  may  be  that  some  examples  show  that 
feature.  We  doubt  that  more  than  1 5  specimens 
of  the  variety  could  be  traced  in  all  numismatics. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  numismatist 
who  desires  18th-century  delicacies,  but  who 
does  not  want  to  spend  the  better  part  of 
$100,000  for  a  high-grade  example . 13,950 

Half  Cents 

The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  includes 
a  number  of  interesting  issues  in  the  half  cent  se¬ 
ries,  beginning  with  a  very  attractive  VF-20  and 
continuing  with  a  number  of  notable  high-grade 
types  and  varieties. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  Walter  Breens 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half Cents  1793-1857, 
and  Roger  S .  Cohen,  J r.  s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 


Classic  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  VP-20.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  Well  struck,  including  at  HALF 
CENT  at  the  center  of  the  reverse  (an  area 
which  is  often  lightly  struck).  One  of  the  nicest 
we’ve  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level.  If  you’ve  been 
seeking  a  really  great  specimen  for  your  collec¬ 
tion,  this  will  be  ideal . 5,795 


The  Key  to  Enjoyment 

Not  one  collector  in  10  gives  enough 
time  to  numismatic  literature.  The  greatest 
enjoyment  is  derived  from  any  hobby 
through  a  genuine  knowledge  and  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  The  collector  should  not  only 
know  the  values  of  various  coins,  but  he 
should  also  know  something  of  their  his¬ 
tory  and  significance.  Many  of  our  coins, 
particularly  the  commemorative  series,  are 
rich  in  historical  background.  It  is  only 
through  an  actual  study  of  the  various 
series  that  the  greatest  enjoyment  can  be 
derived  from  coin  collecting  as  a  hobby. 
— Brad  Mills  (1943). 

The  late  Brad  Mills,  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
took  your  editor  to  lunch  a  couple  of  times  at 
the  Petroleum  Club  in  Dallas.  This  was  in 
the  1950s,  and  Brad  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  proponents  of  coin  collecting  in 
the  Lone  Star  State. 


Exceptional  1 804  Spiked  Chin 


1804  B-7.  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  MS-63  BN.  Light 
brown  surfaces.  This  represents  an  exceptional- 
quality  specimen  of  this  popular  and  interesting 

variety. . 2,750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 . 495 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy 

brown . 415 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-30.  Light  brown 
surfaces . 275 


Gorgeous  1804  Half  Cent 


1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  MS-64  BN 

(NGC).  A  gorgeous  specimen  with  lustrous 
surfaces . 2,650 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-45.  295 

1805  B-3,  C-3.  Small  5.  With  Stems.  VG-8. 

Minor  scratches  are  toned  so  as  to  blend  in  with 
the  surface.  A  classic  rarity,  the  1805  Small  5 
with  Stems  is  seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  A 
find  for  the  specialist,  and  priced  quite  reason¬ 
able  at  only . 895 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 550 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  overdate,  a  variety  which  is  fairly 
scarce  in  all  grades  and  virtually  unheard  of  at 
very  high  levels . 650 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Pleasing  light 
brown  surfaces.  Quite  scarce  in  grades  above 
VF.  Just  purchased,  this  lovely  half  cent  will 


nicely  fill  the  requirements  for  the  date  and 

variety. . 975 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  VF-25.  A  very  desirable  specimen 

of  this  date . 195 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown. 
A  very  nice  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce 
date . 550 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-35 . 95 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 135 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 219 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 109 

18  15  B-2,  C-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 565 


1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 


Superb  Proof-65  1850  1/24 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS). 
A  handsome  example  having  sharp  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is 
mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and  vio¬ 
let.  The  reverse  has  intermingled  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint  red  at 
the  border.  Approximately  12  examples  are 
known .  11,500 

The  method  of  distribution  of  Proof  coins  in  1850  is 
not  completely  known  today.  Most  probably,  some  silver  sets 
(half  dime  to  dollar)  were  issued,  plus  some  single  silver  coins 
(especially  the  dollar),  and,  separately  and  less  often,  half 
cents  and  large  cents. 

A  perusal  of  1 9th-century  auction  offerings  of  early  Proof 
sets  of  the  1 840s  and  very  early  1850s  reveals  that  such  “sets” 
usually  did  not  include  the  half  cent  or  cent!  In  any  event, 
only  a  few  Proof  half  cents  were  made.  Among  Proof  half 
cents,  the  1850  is  far  rarer  than  the  more  famous  Proof-only 
issues  such  as  1836,  1840  to  1848,  and  1852. 


1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 179 


Large  Cents 

In  our  recent  buying  activities — here  at  our  office 
deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England  and  also  in  vari¬ 
ous  trips  around  the  country — we  have  kept  a  sharp 
eye  out  for  choice,  interesting,  and  desirable  large 
cents.  In  this  issue  we  present  many  such  pieces, 
beginning  with  a  particularly  high-grade  1794  and 
continuing  through  issues  of  the  Draped  Bust,  Clas¬ 
sic  Head,  Matron  Head,  and  Braided  Hair  styles. 
Probably  more  than  any  other  federal  series,  large 
copper  cents  of  the  1793-1857  era  are  popular  year 
in  and  year  out,  in  any  numismatic  season.  While 
all  coins  seem  to  be  subject  to  price  and  popularity 
cycles,  these  old  copper  reminders  of  yesteryear  seem 
to  have  more  immunity  than  just  about  any  other 
discipline  that  comes  to  mind.  In  quite  a  few  years 
of  coin  dealing — since  1953 — we  do  not  recall  a 
single  market  interval  in  which  quality  large  cents 
were  not  pursued  with  enthusiasm. 

The  late  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon — who  has  come 
in  for  a  good  share  of  seemingly  deserved  bad  pub¬ 
licity  lately — stated  in  his  Penny  Whimsy  book,  that, 
sooner  or  later,  collectors  of  American  series  would 
turn  to  the  early  copper  cents,  offering  as  these 
pieces  do  a  wide  number  of  varieties,  surface  con¬ 
ditions  and  colors,  and  other  appealing  aspects.  To 
the  new  numismatist  a  dark,  old  copper  cent  may 
be  extremely  unappealing,  especially  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  brilliant  lustre  of  a  Mint  State  silver 
dollar  or  gold  coin.  However,  in  time,  familiarity 
breeds  affection,  and  large  cents  become  appreci¬ 
ated  for  what  they  are — almost  living  reminders  ot 
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America  in  a  bygone  century,  when  such  pieces  were 
the  smallest  generally  circulating  coin  of  the  realm, 
and  were  used  by  just  about  everyone. 

The  collecting  of  large  cents  is  an  equal-oppor¬ 
tunity  endeavor.  The  well-moneyed  buyer  can  ac¬ 
quire  gleaming  Mint  State  or  even  Proof  pieces, 
but  it  does  not  strain  credulity  to  the  experienced 
numismatist  for  us  to  state  that  a  well-worn  coin 
of  an  early  date  can  have  equal  appeal.  In  fact,  con¬ 
dition  is  often  set  aside,  and  numismatic  interest 
and  history  takes  precedence.  For  example,  if  one 
were  to  put  on  display  at  a  convention  10  1793 
cents  of  as  many  different  varieties,  in  grades  from 
G-4  to  F-12,  and,  in  another  area,  10  large  cents 
from  the  1 850s  in  MS-65  grade,  a  longer  and  more 
enthusiastic  line  would  form  at  the  1793  set-up. 

Further,  old  coppers  seem  to  have  a  great  deal  of 
“staying  power”  when  it  comes  to  those  who  own 
them.  While  just  about  anyone  who  collects  coins 
switches  from  one  specialty  to  another  over  a  pe¬ 


How  Refreshing! 

We  just  received  this  nice  letter  from 
R.K.H.: 

“Dear  Gail  and  Dave, 

“Gail,  always  a  pleasure  to  converse 
with  you  and  to  thank  you  for  assisting 
with  the  upgrading  of  my  half  cent,  large 
cent,  and  Indian  Head  nickel  collections. 
The  last  group  possessed  the  necessary 
(but  usual)  eye  appeal  and  technical 
grades.  All  coins,  so  far,  have  met  or  ex¬ 
ceeded  expectations.  Not  one  substan¬ 
dard  coin  or  aspect  of  conducting  busi¬ 
ness.  How  refreshing! 

“I  was  very  pleased  to  see  your  article  by 
Kimberly  Pichler  of  Numismatic  News. 
You're  richly  deserving  of  the  recognition! 
Keep  up  the  great  work. 

“Finally  Dave,  you’ve  cost  me  sleep 
this  last  month.  It  seems  I  have  every 
good  intention  of  putting  down  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  but  have 
found  great  difficulty  doing  so!  A  neat 
book  that  will  satisfy  anyone  interested  in 
lost  treasures,  hoards,  and  fortunes.  I  have 
even  found  myself  putting  the  book 
down  temporarily  in  order  to  look  up 
additional  related  material  in  my  other 
books.  Eventually,  I’ll  finish — but  I  love 
the  little  side  excursions  into  other  litera¬ 
ture.  There  really  isn’t  anything  quite  like 
a  good  library! 

“I  enjoyed  seeing  Lake  Winnipesaukee 
on  the  cover  of  a  recent  Rare  Coin  Review. 
It  certainly  brought  back  wonderful  sum¬ 
mer  memories  on  the  beach  in 
Merrymount  by  Copp’s  Creek.  Does  the 
mailboat  still  make  the  rounds?’’ 


riod  of  time — variety  is  the  spice  of  numismatic 
life — large  cents  are  seldom  left  completely  behind, 
and  even  the  most  dedicated  collector,  upon  sell¬ 
ing  a  cabinet,  retains  an  affection  for  them. 


Condition  Census  1794  S-63 
The  Fallen  4  Variety 


1794  Sheldon-63.  Head  of  1794.  AU-58  BN 

(NGC).  A  scarce  and  popular  variety  with  the 
Fallen  4  description  not  an  accurate  designa¬ 
tion.  This  should  actually  be  called  the  High 
9  variety  as  the  1 , 7,  and  4  in  the  date  about  in 
line,  and  the  digit  9  much  higher.  Glossy  me¬ 
dium  brown  with  minimal  surface  marks.  We 
feel  that  the  grade  assigned  by  NGC  is  a  touch 
optimistic  and  have  priced  this  as  AU-50.  A 
superb  cent  in  all  regards  and  certain  to  be  a 
highlight  in  the  collection  of  even  the  most 

advanced  specialist .  6,395 

1803  S-262.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  VF-20. 
A  very  rare  die  variety  in  any  grade;  especially 
so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered  here.  This  at¬ 
tractive  cent  will  be  highly  prized  by  its  next 

owner . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces. 

Guaranteed  to  please!  . 1 ,295 

1805  S-268.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  with  some  claims  to 
VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  very  nice 
example  of  this  date  and  variety.  One  of  many 
hundreds  of  interesting  coins  recently  pur¬ 
chased  and  offered  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review. . 675 

Lustrous  AU  1 809  Cent 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1 808-1 8 1 4  Clas¬ 
sic  Head  series . 4,995 

The  term  Classic  Head  was  in  use  in  numismatic  circles 
as  early  as  the  1 860s. 

1809  S-280.  VF-35.  A  well-struck,  strongly  de¬ 
fined  specimen  of  this  important  date,  a  classic 
scarcity  in  the  series.  Just  purchased  as  we  go  to 
press  with  this  issue,  and  offered  here  for  the 
first  time.  As  with  all  items  you  order  from  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  your  complete  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed . 1 ,750 


1810  S-285.  VF-25  (PCGS) . 595 


Desirable  AU  1813  Cent 


1813  S-293.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely,  lustrous  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces  and  important  as  a  scarce 
date.  Very  nearly  in  the  Condition  Census. 4,950 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice 

possibility  for  a  type  set.  Nicely  struck,  as  cents 
of  this  date  typically  are . 1,250 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Especially 
bold  strike . 2,250 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium 
brown  surfaces . 2,095 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  EF-40.  A  splendid  specimen 
that  offers  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  low 
price,  a  nice  alternative  to  an  AU  example.  975 

1817  Newcomb-11.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Highly 

lustrous.  Probably  from  the  Randall  Hoard.  As 
a  date,  the  1817  is  considerably  scarcer  than  the 
usually  seen  Randall  Hoard  coins  dated  1818 
and  1820 . 1,295 

1818  N-10.  MS-64  R . 750 

1820  N-13.  MS-64  BN . 550 

1820  N-13.  MS-60 . 395 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attrac¬ 

tive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  This 
lovely  piece  will  be  an  attraction  in  any  fine 
collection  of  middle-date  cents . 1,495 

Among  later-date  large  cents,  181 6-1867,  the  1821  is 
second  only  to  the  1823  in  terms  of  scarcity  in  higher 
grades.  The  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower 
grades  from  Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples 
are  elusive. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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by  Henry  T.  Hettger 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  was  faced  with  a  possible  impending 
disaster  both  in  1800  when  Congress  in  committee  considered 
dissolution  of  the  Mint  and  again  in  1802  when  a  second  bill  was 
introduced  in  Congress  with  the  same  intent. 

The  Mint  had  been  precarious  for  most  of  the  preceding  de¬ 
cade.  Inefficient  equipment  and  uncertain  supplies  of  metal  and 
planchets  were  among  the  problems.  In  a  letter  dated  November 
6, 1799,  Elias  Boudinot,  Director  of  the  Mint,  requested  Matthew 
Robinson  Boulton,  of  the  Soho  Manufactory  near  Birmingham, 
England,  to  supply  plans  for  a  “a  compleat  appa¬ 
ratus  of  a  Mint  on  his  own  approved  plan”  so 
Congress  would  be  aware  of  the  cost  and  need  to 
upgrade  the  Mint  establishment.1 

Little  was  done,  and  the  Mint  was  not  up¬ 
graded  or  improved.  The  Mint’s  position  was 
precarious  until  this  bill  was  pigeonholed  al¬ 
most  a  year  later.2 3 

While  the  U.S.  Mint  was  able  to  produce  its 
own  planchets  for  gold  and  silver  coins,  it  relied 
to  the  great  extent  on  its  English  supplier,  the 
same  Matthew  Boulton,  for  many  of  its  copper 
planchets  or  blanks.  Boulton  had  immense  and 
very  efficient  facilities  to  turn  out  planchets  of  high  quality  in 
quantity,  and  for  a  very  reasonable  price.  By  contrast,  supplies 
from  sources  within  America  were  erratic,  and  often  the  copper 
was  of  low  quality. 

The  War  of  1812  with  England  cut  off  supplies  of  copper 
planchets  from  that  country.  Robert  Patterson,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  while  awaiting  receipt  of  a  planchet  shipment  from 
Boulton,  started  negotiating  with  domestic  metal  fabricators, 
such  as  Revere  Copper  and  Brass  Co.  He  discovered  this  well- 
known  American  company,  with  roots  to  Paul  Revere,  could 
neither  meet  Boulton’s  price,  nor  the  Mint’s  specifications.  The 
U.S.  Mint  used  up  its  existing  supply  of  coin  blanks  for  the  cent 
in  the  autumn  of  1 8 1 4  and  was  unable  to  coin  cents  in  1815  due 
to  the  lack  of  coin  blanks  on  hand. 

The  year  1815  was  slow  at  the  Mint,  with  only  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  silver  and  gold  coins  being  produced  as  these  precious 
metals  were  in  short  supply. 

After  the  War  of  1812  ended,  Boulton  continued  to  obtain 
the  majority  of  the  Mint’s  orders  for  copper  coin  blanks  until  the 
1  830s,  despite  much  adverse  criticism  from  the  U.S.  companies 
which  could  not  obtain  a  contract.’ 

An  interesting  letter  from  Matthew  Boulton  from  England, 


dated  September  9,  1815,  to  R.  Patterson,  Esq., 
mentions  a  surprise  for  the  Mint  in  Cask  No. 
31  of  copper  coin  blanks  that  were  on  order, 
now  that  peace  had  been  restored.4 

Boulton  placed  in  Cask  No.  31  some  speci¬ 
mens  of  copper  coins  being  coined  under  con¬ 
tract  by  his  private  mint  for  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  and  by  order  of  the  British  government  to 
provide  a  copper  coinage  lor  the  Bahama  Islands. 
These  would  serve  to  demonstrate  the  quality  of 
the  Boulton  product,  an  indication  of  what 
could  be  done  if  Boulton  had  been  awarded  a 
contract  to  make  American  copper  cents. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  these  “samples.” 

Matthew  Boulton’s  aspiration  to  supply  the 
U.S.  Mint  with  a  complete  copper  coinage  as 
opposed  to  simply  supplying  copper  coin  blanks  Hid  not  come  to 
pass.  It  would  have  been  a  very  convenient  way  to  rapidly  expand 
our  money  supply  in  a  period  of  economic  boom  when  coinage 
demands  are  great.  The  cost  of  a  finished  coin  as  opposed  to  a  coin 
blank  would  have  been  an  additional  20  pounds  sterling  per  ton  or 
at  a  cost  of  about  19  coins  per  pence,  a  very  reasonable  quote  for 
a  finished  product.5  The  U.S.  Mint  was  able  to  meet  its  national 
coinage  demands  in  the  post  War  of  1812  era,  and  thus  did  not 
need  to  rely  on  a  foreign,  private  mint  to  achieve  its  coining  goals. 

With  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  U.S.  Mint’s 
buildings  in  Philadelphia  by  fire  on  January  11, 
1816,  the  Mint  would  lose  its  capability  to  produce 
planchets  for  a  gold  or  silver  coinage,  and  as  such, 
no  such  coins  would  be  minted  in  1816.  The  build¬ 
ing  that  had  been  destroyed  in  the  fire  contained 
the  Mint’s  rolling  presses  that  reduced  bullion  ingots 
to  strips,  from  which  planchets  were  cut.6 

In  1816,  copper  cents  were  once  again  coined, 
from  purchased  planchet  stock,  this  time  to  the  im¬ 
pressive  total  of 2,820,982  pieces.  When  the  burnt- 
out  facilities  were  reconstructed,  some  improve¬ 
ments  were  made.  However,  in  1816  the  technol¬ 
og)'  in  place  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  far  lagged  what  Boulton  offered 
the  American  government  years  earlier  in  1 799.  Improvements  did  not 
come  to  the  Mint  until  1836,  and  that  was  only  after  a  Mint  emissary 
toured  various  European  mints  to  see  first  hand  the  technology  there. 

1  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  letter  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1799  from  Elias  Boudinot,  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  Matthew  Boulton, 
of  Soho,  near  Birmingham,  England,  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 

2  William  H.  Sheldon,  “Penny  Whimsy,”  Quarterman  Publications, 
Inc.,  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  c.  1976,  p.  13. 

3  Walter  Breen,  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Coins,  Doubleday,  Garden  City,  NY,  c.  1988,  p.  200. 

4  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  letter  dated 
September  9,  1815  from  Matthew  Robinson  Boulton,  Soho,  near  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England  to  Robert  Patterson,  Director  of  the  Mint,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 

5  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  letter  dated 
September  9,  1815,  from  Matthew  Robinson  Boulton,  Soho,  near  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England  to  Robert  Patterson,  Director  of  the  Mint,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 

6  John  D.  Wright,  “The  Cents  of  1816,”  Penny-Wise  Issue  No.  46, 
January  1975,  p.  3. 
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Copper  Coinage 
to  the  U.S.  in  1815 
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Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that 
was  not  represented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 


Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  great  “find”  for  the  collector  of 

“middle-date”  cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  1 826  are  nearly  always  seen 
in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  speci- 


Coin  Widows  Thoughts 

This  poem  is  reproduced from  the June  20, 

I960  edition  o^The  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine. 

O’  woe  be  the  poor  coin  collectors  wife, 

Can’t  exactly  be  said,  tis  a  life  without 
strife. 

Conversations  we  have,  are  all  about  coins, 

Can’t  we  change  the  subject  she  inwardly 
moans. 

It’s  the  smells  and  the  stains,  when  my  guy 
cleans  the  coins, 

That  drives  me  to  write  these  idiotic 
poems. 

But  there  are  advantages  to  this  ingenious 
hobby, 

That  make  me  a  little  less  bitter  and  sobby. 

It’s  that  my  guy  is  home  or  attending 
conventions, 

Not  eyeing  a  blonde,  with  tricky  inten¬ 
tions. 

And  the  day  he  comes  in,  proud  of  a  new 
Crown, 

It’s  the  very  next  day,  to  buy  a  new  hat,  I  go 
to  town. 

— DoraJ.  Browder 


mens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  we  have  seen 
offered  at  the  Mint  State  level,  which  goes  to 
prove  that  it  is  worthwhile  to  pick  and  choose. 
Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1826  cents 
you  will  ever  see! . 1 ,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  glossy, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side 
stars;  die  breaks  on  neck.  A  prize  coin  that  will  be 

long  appreciated  and  admired . 2,970 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to  find 
at  the  AU  level . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly  struck. 


1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  date,  quite  scarce  so  fine.  2, 1 00 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


I  ©  in  I 

cakT 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every 
regard . 2,850 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid 

specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  a  classic  key  issue 
among  cents  of  the  era . 1,195 

1831  N-7.  AU-58 . 525 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  AU-55 . 450 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  An  exceedingly 

popular  token  from  this  era;  listed  in  the  Guide 

Book . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1 837  Plain  Hair  Cord  (early  style).  N-7.  AU-50.  219 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 


1838  N-3.  AU-55 . 265 

1839  N-3.  Head  of  1838.  MS-60 . 625 

1839  N-l 4.  Booby  Head.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Dark 

brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety,  a  coin 
that  will  be  a  pleasure  to  own  and  contem¬ 
plate .  695 


Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 

mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 
show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

Among  Mint  State  examples  of  the  Braided  Hair  style, 
issues  of  the  era  1 839-1 849  are  several  orders  rarer  than  those 
of  later  dates,  simply  because  few  were  saved  in  hoards,  and 
little  attention  was  paid  to  them  at  the  time  of  issue. 

1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1846  N-8.  Small  date.  AU-55 . 195 

1848  N-l  2.  AU-55 . 195 

1849  N-20.  AUTO  (ANACS) . 145 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominantly 

light  brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  last  regularly  seen  date  of  the  large 
cent . 495 

It  is  not  widely  known — although  a  footnote  in  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  mentions  it — that  Braided  Hair 
large  cents  were  also  struck  in  1 868.  These  were  made  as 
curiosities  for  numismatists.  Today,  perhaps  10  to  20  copper 
strikings  exist — a  rarity  by  any  standard.  Only  a  few  special¬ 
ists  are  fortunate  enough  to  possess  one. 


Small  Cents 


Klvino  Kassil1  fenls 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular- 
issue  coinage.  Far  above  average  strike.  .2,375 

A  copy  of  Dave  Bowers  book,  A  Buyer  's  and  Enthusiasts 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  is  essential  (in  our 
opinion)  to  the  enjoyable  collecting  of  these  two  series.  Not 
only  will  you  find  information  about  rarity,  availability,  and 
grading — but,  there  are  many  interesting,  fascinating  details 
given,  which  will  make  each  date  and  variety  literally  come 
to  life. 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  What  a  beauty  it  is!  Another  splendid 
piece . 895 

This  piece  shows  the  extra  value  that  can  be  obtained  hr 
acquiring  an  example  that  is  ever  so  slightly  lower  in  numeri¬ 
cal  grade,  but  ever  so  much  cheaper  than  an  example  in  MS 
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65.  Ot  course,  there  is  a  market  tor  all  things,  and  buying  an 
MS-65  185’  Flying  Fugle  cent  is  the  right  thing  to  do  if  you 
can  afford  it  and  have  the  desire.  However,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  lovely  MS- 64  offers  a  tremendous  amount  of  coin  for 
the  money. 

185^  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces. 
Just  purchased  as  we  go  to  press.  A  delightful 
specimen  of  quality  not  often  seen  at  this  grade 
level.  Cherry-picking  for  quality  pays,  and 


when  you  see  this  piece  you’ll  agree . 895 

1857  AU-58  (NGC) . 219 

1857  EF-40 . 95 


1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  of 
the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Quality,  this  is  it!  1,095 
1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  espe¬ 
cially  nice  strike  with  a  good  quotient  of  eye 
appeal.  Equal  to  or  finer  than  some  we’ve  seen 
pegged  at  the  MS-65  level . 1,195 

Indian  Mead  Cents 

In  recent  years  Indian  Head  cents  have  come  into 
their  own,  and  today  among  our  clientele  there  are 
many  dozens  of  eager  enthusiasts  who  are  putting 
together  sets,  ranging  from  high-grade  circulated 
displays  (a  VF  or  EF  coin  can  be  very,  very  appeal¬ 
ing)  to  Mint  State  and  Proof  examples.  The  stan¬ 
dard  way  to  assemble  a  display  is  to  acquire  one  of 
each  date,  plus  several  of  the  more  significant  vari¬ 
eties.  Speaking  of  the  latter,  the  listing  to  follow 
includes  a  recently  purchased  1873  of  the  variety 
with  the  word  LIBERTY  in  the  headband  com¬ 
pletely  and  sharply  doubled — certainly  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  had  in  recent  times. 

You  will  also  find  common  Indian  cents,  rare 
ones,  and  some  in  between — all  graded  carefully 
and  all  guaranteed  to  please.  If  Indian  cents  are 
not  a  part  of  your  numismatic  endeavors  at  present, 
consider  a  trial  order  to  get  started.  Chances  are 
you  will  be  hooked! 


Remarkable  Gem  1859  Cent 


1859  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  of  remarkable 
quality,  fully  equal  to  a  couple  we  have  seen 
classified  as  Proof-65  (and  worth  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  more  than  the  price  we  ask  for  this 
one).  We  pass  our  good  fortune  along  to  you  for 
only . 2,950 

Important  as  the  first  year  of  the  regular  Indian  Head 
cent  series  and  the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse. 
The  number  of  Proofs  struck  was  probably  quite  small, 
and  of  those  in  existence  today,  probably  no  more  than  a 
couple  hundred  could  equal  or  exceed  the  lovely  piece  here 
offered. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 

attractive  example  of  the  issue . 995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous 
surfaces,  an  especially  nice  example  of  this 
issue . 995 


1859  AU-50 . 145 

1860  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  One  of  many 

Indian  Head  cents  recently  purchased . 195 

1860  MS-62 . 175 

1860  AU-50 . 79 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lowest-mintage  issue 

among  the  copper-nickel  cents.  Just  added  to 
our  inventory. . 319 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  MS-62 . 119 

1 863  MS-63.  Every  time  we  buy  100  Indian  cents 

lor  our  stock,  it  seems  that  we  could  sell  200! 
They  never  seem  to  go  out  of  style  or  popular¬ 
ity.  . 149 

1863  AU-50 . 45 

1864  Copper-nickel  MS-62  (PCGS) . 159 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN . 435 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-50 . 235 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-40.  Doubled  18  in  date,  an 

interesting  feature . 195 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1865  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 119 

1866  MS-64  BN . 395 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen 

of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 

and  brown  toning . 450 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin. 
Quite  scarce  in  this  high  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion.  Another  excellent  value  among  the  Indian 


cents  in  this  issue . 750 

1868  AU-58  (PCGS) . 189 


1869/9  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture 
of  brown  toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red. 
Another  Indian  cent  for  the  discriminating 


buyer .  1,650 

1869/9  MS-64  BN . 975 

1869  AU-58  (PCGS) . 415 

1870  MS-60 . 475 

1871  EF-40 . 349 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attrac¬ 
tive  “wood  grain”  toning  effect  sometimes 
seen  on  pristine  (uncleaned)  examples  of  this 
date,  lending  an  extra  dimension  of  quality 
and  desirability.  A  key  date  in  remarkably  fine 


condition .  925 

1872  F-15 . 265 


Rare  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY 


1873  Full  Doubled  LIBERTY  in  headband.  EF- 

45  (PCGS).  Light  brown  fields.  An  especially 
nice  example  of  one  of  the  most  interesting, 
curious,  and  desirable  major  varieties  in  the 


Indian  cent  series.  Just  purchased . 2,895 

1873  Open  3.  AU-50 . 125 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 345 


1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1874  AU-55 . 135 

1874  AU-50 . 129 

1874  EF-40 . 89 

1874  VF-35 . 59 

1876  AU-50  (ANACS) . 159 

1877  F-15.  This  rare  date  has  been  front  row  cen¬ 

ter  for  many  years  and  is  traditionally  one  of  the 
last  to  be  added  to  a  set . 865 

1877  G-4  (PCGS).  A  rare  issue  in  any  grade.  495 

1878  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 550 

1880  AU-50 . 39 

1881  Proof-65  RB.  Very  reasonably  priced.  ...375 

1883  MS-64  BN . 245 

1883  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 395 

1885  MS-64  BN.  Scarce  date . 245 

1885  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 85 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  RB . 365 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Recognized  as 

being  especially  elusive  in  high  grades,  the 
present  specimen  of  this  variety  is,  indeed,  a 
find  for  the  specialist . 895 

1886  Type  II.  MS-62  RB  (ANACS) . 325 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

1887  EF-40 . 15 

1888  MS-64  RB . 319 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1891  EF-45 . 16 

1893  AU-50 . 22 

1895  AU-50 . 22 

1899  AU-50 . 19 

1902  MS-64  RD . 110 


1904  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  Proof 
date.  Lots  of  value  here,  in  our  opinion!  ...365 


1907  AU-50 . 19 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 695 

1908-S  MS-63  BN . 315 

1908-S  AU-50 . 139 


Lincoln  Cents 

Lincoln  cents  have  been  popular  ever  since  Day 
One — which  for  this  series  took  place  in  early  Au¬ 
gust  of  1909.  When  first  released,  the  new  design 
caused  a  sensation,  and  a  great  flurry  took  place  as 
members  of  the  public  sought  to  acquire  them  as 
souvenirs.  It  soon  developed  that  the  variety  struck 
at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  with  S  mintmark  on 
the  obverse  and  the  initials  V.D.B.  on  the  reverse, 
was  scarce,  even  rare.  Thus  was  born  a  variety  which 
today  must  be  numbered  among  the  all-time  fa¬ 
vorites  in  our  hobby. 

In  terms  of  availability  the  Lincoln  series  can  be 
divided  into  two  parts:  the  early  issues,  from  1909 
through  the  late  1920s  or,  if  you  must  pick  a  date, 
1930,  are  for  the  most  part  quite  scarce  in  com¬ 
parison  to  later  ones.  There  are  a  few  exceptions 
here  and  there,  such  as  the  1909  V.D.B.  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  version)  hoarded  in  quantity,  and  a  few 
of  the  issues  of  the  later  years,  toward  1930.  How¬ 
ever,  most  others  range  from  scarce  to  rare  if  in 
high  grades.  Often,  issues  such  as  Denver  and  San 
Francisco  Mint  cents  can  be  common  and  of  little 
value  if  well  worn,  but  can  be  notable  rarities  il  in 
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Mint  State.  Last  year  S.B.,  a  Lincoln  cent  specialist 
who  has  a  collection  of  eye-popping  quality,  stated 
that  in  his  opinion  the  1926-S  was  virtually  unob¬ 
tainable  in  true  brilliant  red  Mint  State.  And  yet, 
the  coin  catalogues  for  a  relatively  low  amount.  The 
connoisseur  and  specialist  will  find  that  such  is¬ 
sues  as  1916-D,  1916-S,  1917-D,  1917-S,  and 
other  branch  mint  issues  through  the  mid-1920s 
can  be  tantalizingly  elusive  if  well-struck,  high- 
grade  pieces  are  sought.  Certified  coins  aren’t  much 
help,  as  the  various  services — bless  their  hearts — 
but  not  for  this  reason — do  not  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  sharpness  of  strike  or  quality  of  surface. 
Rather,  a  single  number  is  assigned  such  as  “MS- 
65,”  and  the  intending  purchaser  has  no  clue  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  piece.  This  translates  into  a  lot  of 
effort  on  our  behalf,  with  Mark  Borckardt  (our 
senior  numismatist),  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena, 
and  others  often  looking  through  many  different 
Lincoln  cents  in  order  to  find  just  a  handful  that 
are  just  right  for  our  clients. 

No  introductory  comment  to  the  series  would  be 
complete  without  mentioning  a  book  we  published 
in  1996,  David  Langes  excellent  Complete  Guide 
to  Lincoln  Cents ,  which  took  high  honors  at  the  most 
recent  numismatic  literary  guild  award  ceremony. 
David  gives  a  lot  of  reading  for  the  price  paid,  and 
if  Lincoln  cents  are  even  of  slight  interest  to  you,  it 
will  pay  to  acquire  a  copy — see  our  Books  For  Sale 
section  in  this  issue.  If  you  do  not  want  to  invest  in 
this  book,  then  the  Lincoln  cent  section  of  Walter 
Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  will  serve  as  a  starter — and  has  much  fine 
information,  although  it  can’t  hold  a  candle  to  what 
David  Lange  created. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  About  90% 
full  original  red;  with  more  “red”  than  some 
we’ve  seen  called  MS-65  Red! . 1,350 

Of  all  20th-century  United  States  coins,  probably  none 
exceeds  the  combination  of  popularity  and  rarity  of  the  1 909- 
S  V.D.B.  cent.  Decade  after  decade,  just  about  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  United  States  series  has  desired  an  example  of 
this  issue,  the  demand  arising  from  the  days  in  which  it  was 
popular  to  look  through  pocket  change  and  fill  in  a  set  of 
Lincoln  cents — nearly  always  except  for  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
From  our  present  day  viewpoint,  we  always  buy  examples  of 
this  coin  when  we  can  find  a  nice  combination  of  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  They  never  go  out  of  style,  and  no  matter 


how  many  we  stock  they  sell  rapidly. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full  origi¬ 

nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 
ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 
for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RD  (ANACS) . 925 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 615 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30 . 525 

1909- S  VF-30 . 75 

1910- S  AU-50 . 55 

191 1- S  AU-55 . 79 

191 1- S  AU-50 . 69 

1912- S  EF-45 . 42 

1913- S  EF-45 . 39 

1914  MS-60 . 39 


1914-D  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  The  key  Lincoln  cent 
variety  in  Mint  State.  If  you’ve  been  seeking  one, 


this  piece  will  fill  the  bill  nicely!  . 1,950 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 
sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 


of  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of 
coin  for  the  money.”  . 1,095 

1914- S  EF-40 . 39 

1 91 5- D  AU-50 . 23 

1917-S  EF-40 . 9 

192 1-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 179 

192 1-S  MS-60 . 95 

192 1- S  EF-40 . 16 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS). 

Quite  rare  at  this  grade  level . 1,695 

1922- D  MS-62 . 79 

1923- S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine.  One  of  the  key 

dates  of  the  decade . 595 

1924- D  EF-40 . 59 

1926-S  EF-45 . 19 

193 1-S  VF-30 . 42 

1 939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  From  an  old-time 

cache  of  gem  Proofs . 199 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  As 

we  go  to  press,  only  five  specimens  remain.  Buy 

one  for  only . 235 


Following  our  purchase  of  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof 
Lincoln  cents  of  the  late  1930s  and  early  1940s,  we  have 
been  deluged  with  orders.  As  we  go  to  press  relatively  few 
remain.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  really  fine  quality  Proof, 
now  is  your  chance. 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC).  First  Proof  date  in  the 
new  series  of  Proofs  after  World  War  II.  ...325 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 365 

Two-Cent  Pieces 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  The  key 
variety  among  early  two-cent  pieces.  Rare  and  in 
demand.  At  least  50  to  100  times  more  elusive 


than  the  usually  seen  Large  Motto  style . 950 

1865  MS-65  RB . 475 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 550 

1866  AU-50 . 65 

1868  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 195 

1869  MS-65  RB . 495 

1870  MS-64  BN.  Elusive  so  nice . 315 

1871  MS-65  BN.  Not  easy  to  find  in  gem  Mint 

State,  yet  priced  at  only . 450 


Nickel  Pieces 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  commencing  with  a  gem  Mint  state  example 
of  the  first  year  of  issue,  1865,  and  continuing  to 
include  such  delicacies  as  Proofs  of  1877  and  1878. 
If  you  want  something  really  rare  check  out  the  1 887 
Mint  State,  which  carries  its  own  explanation.  Of 
course,  not  everyone  will  appreciate  the  1887,  as 
there  is  still  a  lingering  philosophy  among  some  buy¬ 
ers,  particularly  those  new  to  the  field,  that  Proof 
is  a  better  grade  than  Mint  State.  In  fact,  Proof  is  a 
method  of  manufacture,  not  a  grade,  and  is  differ¬ 
ent  from  a  Mint  State  coin  or  business  strike,  nei¬ 
ther  “better”  or  “worse”  than  a  business  strike.  A 
few  enlightened  numismatists  over  the  years  have 


endeavored  to  collect  these  pieces  in  parallel,  de¬ 
siring  both  a  Mint  State  and  a  Proof  coin  to  com 
plete  their  sets,  with  the  late  F.C.C.  Boyd  possibly 
taking  the  lead  in  this  field.  Sometimes  a  coin  can 
be  a  great  rarity  in  Proof  finish  and  relatively  com¬ 
mon  in  Mint  State.  Conversely,  a  coin  can  be  rare 
in  Mint  State  and  plentiful  in  Proof  finish.  At  the 
risk  of  turning  this  into  an  essay  we  will  conclude 
by  stating  that  the  nickel  three-cent  series  is  full  of 
surprises.  And,  the  previously  mentioned  1887  is 
one  of  them. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue.  If  we  were  spe¬ 
cializing  in  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  we  would 
run,  not  walk,  to  snatch  this  piece  instantly. 
However,  the  concept  of  its  rarity  is  fairly 
subtle,  such  pieces  are  not  in  the  mainstream  of 
investment  activity,  and  few  recognize  their  rar¬ 
ity.  . 715 

1868  AU-58 . 49 

1872  MS-62  (NGC) . 135 

1873  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..395 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55 . 89 

1874  Proof-65  (NGC) . 895 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1874  AU-50 . 59 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  elusive  in  high  Mint 

State  grades  and  harder  to  find  than  an  equiva¬ 
lent  Proof.  Just  purchased,  and  listed  here  for 

the  first  time . 299 

1876  AU-58 . 95 

Gem  1877  Three  Cents 


1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel 
three-cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin  is  a 
“high  end”  Proof-65  and  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality 
pieces  exist  anywhere . 2,250 

Splendid  1877  Proof 


1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  second  splen¬ 
did  example  of  this  classic . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  glitter¬ 
ing  gem.  At  this  price  it  is  well  worth  consider¬ 
ing  this  classic  rare  date  for  your  type  set!  ...  725 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1 877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a  date. 
A  superb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we  have 


ever  seen!  Quality,  this  is  it! .  25 

1878  VF-20 . 545 

1880  MS-65  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date . ”95 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19*> 
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1883  AU-58 . 350 

1884  VF-20 . 425 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS) . 525 

188~/6  Prool-64.  Brilliant  with  attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing.  The  only  overdate  in  the  series.  Quite 
scarce,  very  desirable,  and  unquestionably  inter¬ 
esting!  Just  purchased . 465 

IBS-’  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning. 
Rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  decade, 
and  about  twice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6 .  1,050 

Some  explanation  is  in  order  concerning  the  rarity.  Mint 
records  show  that  2,960  Proofs  were  struck  in  the  year  1887. 
By  our  observation  we  would  estimate  that  approximately 
1,000  of  these  were  of  the  1887  “Perfect  Date”  as  offered 
here,  with  the  remaining  2,000  being  of  the  1887/6.  As  a 
Proof  the  1 887  is  even  rarer  than  the  famous  1877,  although 
the  literature  does  not  reflect  this. 

1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  great  rar¬ 

ity  in  gem  business  strike  form.  Most  we’ve  seen 
called  business  strikes  have  been,  in  our  opinion, 
mis-attributed  Proofs.  The  present  coin  is  a  great 
prize  for  the  knowing  buyer.  Over  the  years  we’ve 
handled  more  Mint  State  1893-S  Morgan  dollars 
(value:  over  $100,000  each)  than  Mint  State 
1887  nickel  three-cent  pieces! . 1,495 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very 
little,  if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS- 
63  coin  with  some  toning.  Seemingly  a  very 


“high  end’’  example . 495 

1888  MS-63  RD  (ANACS) . 375 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  this 

denomination . 325 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1889  AU-50 . 119 


Silver  3C  Pieces 

Upon  close  examination  and  reading,  the  field  of 
silver  three-cent  pieces  emerges  as  being  quite  di¬ 
verse  and  fascinating.  Take  out  your  copy  of  A  Guide 


Book  of  United  States  Coins  and  check  the  metallic 
comment,  and  you  will  see  that  certain  issues  dif¬ 
fer  from  any  others  being  minted  at  the  time.  Such 
pieces  were  coined  in  an  emergency.  In  1851,  vir¬ 
tually  all  regular  silver  coins — half  dimes,  dimes, 
quarter  dollars,  hall  dollars,  and  silver  dollars — 
had  disappeared  from  circulation,  because  the  price 
of  silver  bullion  had  risen  to  the  point  at  which  it 
became  profitable  to  melt  or  export  coins  found  in 
everyday  change.  The  government  sought  to  rem¬ 
edy  the  situation  by  creating  the  lightweight  (in 
terms  of  silver  content)  three-cent  piece,  which 
would  not  have  the  attraction  of  being  meltable  at 
a  profit.  These  coins  were  struck  in  quantity,  and 
from  1851  through  1853  served  well  in  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  commerce.  In  the  latter  year,  the  authorized 
weights  ol  the  higher  denomination  coins  from  the 
half  dime  through  the  hall  dollar  (but  not  the  silver 
dollar)  were  reduced,  thus  permitting  them  to  cir¬ 
culate  effectively  once  again.  After  1 853,  there  was 
diminished  need  for  the  silver  three-cent  piece,  or 
trime  (as  the  government  was  fond  of  calling  it), 
mintages  diminished,  and  in  time,  particularly  af¬ 
ter  1862,  production  was  extremely  curtailed. 

Today,  collecting  a  complete  set  of  silver  three-cent 
pieces  is  a  practical  possibility  for  just  about  anyone. 
Although  many  dates  are  scarce,  and  some  are  quite 
rare,  none  is  extremely  expensive.  The  present  Rare 
Coin  Review  listing  offers  many  opportunities. 

1851-0  AU-55.  Struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint; 
the  only  branch  mint  issue  of  the  three-cent 

denomination . 265 

1854  MS-62  (NGC).  A  sharp  strike,  and  rare  as 
such.  Only  a  few  extant  Mint  State  coins  of  this 
date  are  as  well  struck.  A  find  for  the  type  set 
collector,  representing  as  it  does  the  first  year  of 

the  Type  II  design . 695 

1 858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  toning. 
Although  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck, 
the  present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  exception 


and  is  much  sharper  than  normally  seen.  .745 

1860  AU-50  (PCI) . 110 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 

Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate  variety. . 1,195 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this 
grade  level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you 
were  to  grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in 

other  words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
light  toning  on  the  obverse.  This  1868  is  par¬ 
ticularly  choice  and  beautiful.  If  you  could  find 
10  Proofs  at  the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them 
side  by  side,  this  would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list 
in  terms  of  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal.  1,695 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Very 

rare  date,  and  in  business  strike  form  far  rarer 
than  in  Proof  format . 1,795 

1869  Prool-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870 

is  always  in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date,  joining 
in  this  regard  the  other  silver  three-cent  pieces 
of  this  era . 495 

1871  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  550 
1871  EF-45.  Warmly  toned  in  varied  blue,  gold, 

and  gray. . 459 

1871  EF-40.  A  rarity. . 435 

Nickel  5(  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  a  short  but  sweet  numismatic 
series.  Commencing  in  1866,  the  design  ran  its 
course  by  mid-1 883.  During  the  interval  there  were 
two  major  design  types  made,  the  1866-1867  with 
rays  on  the  reverse,  and  the  1867-1883  style  with¬ 
out  rays.  Similar  to  the  nickel  three-cent  and  silver 
three-cent  series  of  the  same  general  era,  Shield 
nickels  have  no  formidable  rarities,  although  cer¬ 
tain  pieces  are  scarce,  and  others  can  be  rare  in  one 
grade  but  not  another.  Completion  is  a  distinct 
possibility  for  just  about  any  buyer.  The  two  low- 
est-mintage  issues  are  the  1877  and  1878. 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5^ 


1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering 
mirror  fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle!  You  can 
search  a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this  one! 
High  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal 
combined.  You’ll  really  like  having  this  in  your 
collection!  Shield  nickels  with  reverse  rays  were 
coined  in  1 866  and  1 867  only  and  consequently 
are  eagerly  sought  by  type  collectors . 4,650 


We  all  like  to  make  a  nice  “catch”  now  and  then — and  back  in  1912  in  upstate  New 
York,  the  people  shown  were  really  delighted  with  their  finds.  This  prompts  us  to 
suggest  that  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  there  are  lots  of  “catches”  and 
“finds”  to  be  found — nothing  fishy  here! 
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FIVE-GENT  PIECES 


Proof  1866  Shield  nickels  were  not  ready  at  the  Mint 
until  the  summer  of  the  year,  by  which  time  many  Proof  sets 
had  been  sold  without  this  denomination.  The  Mint  made 
an  offer  to  supply  single  Proof  1866  nickels  for  10  cents 
apiece,  but  many  earlier  purchasers  of  sets  did  not  respond. 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  toning 


around  the  periphery. . 350 

1867  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC) . 249 

1867  Rays.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 235 

1867  Rays.  EF-40 . 145 

1867  Without  Rays.  EF-40 . 75 


1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally 


bold  strike .  465 

1 877  Proof-45  (PCGS).  A  Proof  coin  that  spent  a 

year  or  two  in  circulation.  An  opportunity  to 
acquire  an  inexpensive  (relatively  speaking)  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  famous  rarity.  . 1,295 

1878  Proof-62.  Proof-only  date;  always  in  de¬ 
mand .  575 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times 
rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof! . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  for 


its  low  business  strike  mintage,  one  of  the  low 

est  of  the  five-cent  denomination . 625 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence. 
A  delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 


satiny  and  prooflike . 625 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 69 


IJIhtIv  Head  IVirkds 

Liberty  Head  nickels  are  among  the  most  appeal¬ 
ing  of  all  American  coins  of  the  past  century.  While 
the  famous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel — such  as  the 
one  we  sold  two  years  ago  as  part  of  the  Eliasberg 
Collection — has  captured  the  spotlight  for  a  long 
time,  many  “regular”  Liberty  Head  nickels  are  quite 
inexpensive.  In  fact,  in  todays  market  such  desir¬ 
able  grades  as  MS-63  and  MS-64  are,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  quite  inexpensive.  You  will  find  it  a  pleasant 
and  challenging  exercise  to  acquire  one  of  each  date 
from  1883  through  1912  inclusive,  plus  the  solo 
Denver  and  San  Francisco  issues  of  the  latter  year. 
The  present  Rare  Coin  Review  listing  will  give  you 
a  running  start,  containing  as  it  does  most  of  the 
different  varieties. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  interesting  coin  with  a  story,  certainly  one 
of  the  most  romantic  of  all  United  States  issues, 
and  with  a  market  price  in  beautiful  gem  grade 


of  only . 285 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 825 

1884  MS-63.  Brilliant . 219 

1886  MS-63.  Lustrous.  Just  purchased.  One  of 

many  notable  nickel  five-cent  pieces  offered  for 
the  first  time  in  this  issue . 725 

1886  AU-53.  Important  key  date . 419 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.  650 

1888  MS-63  (NGC) . 185 

1888  AU-55.  Brilliant . 135 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . S2S 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  ...  195 
1889  MS-63.  Gray-golden  toning . 145 

1889  MS-60.  Lustrous  with  light  gold  surfaces.  1 10 

1890  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  surfaces . 695 

1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893  EF-45 . 45 

1895  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  295 

1 895  AU-58.  Nicely  toned . 85 

1 896  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  purchased . 215 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  Recog¬ 

nized  as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  era.  2 1 5 

1899  AU-58 . 59 

1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1903  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 79 

1903  AU-55  (PCI).  Lightly  toned . 59 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1905  AU-58 . 49 

1907  AU-58 . 59 

1908  MS-64.  Brilliant . 159 

1912  AU-55 . 39 


Numismatics  as  a  Hobby 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
February  1867: 


The  time  has  never  been  in  the  civilized 
world,  when  men  did  not  follow  some  par¬ 
ticular  pursuit  or  another,  for  the  mere  plea¬ 
sure  of  the  following. 

We  have  no  question  but  that  there  were 
collectors  of  rare  pottery  at  Pompeii,  and  of 
brie  a  brae  in  the  halcyon  days  of  Cuzco  and 
Lima,  under  the  Incas. 

In  Rome,  men  brought  together  statuary 
and  bassi  relievi,  in  the  times  of  the  Caesars; 
and  tesselated  pavements,  mosaics,  and  ara¬ 
besque  paintings,  were  preserved  as  curiosi¬ 
ties  before  the  Moors  entered  Spain,  and 
consecrated  the  advent  of  heathen  Africa 
into  Christian  Europe,  by  the  erection  of  the 
Alhambra. 

There  have  been  collectors  of  every  con¬ 
ceivable  thing: 

Bijouterie,  marqueterie,  poitchomanie, 
buhl,  ormolu,  orfevrerie,  Sevres  china,  and 
lace  of  Valenciennes,  Florentine  mosaics, 
and  Swiss  carvings  in  wood. 

Wherever  the  eye  perceives  beauty,  the 
heart  indicates  desire  of  possession,  and  so 
spring  up  what  are  popularly  termed  hob¬ 
bies,  on  which  men  ride  for  a  lifetime,  some 
to  saiety,  some  to  fruition,  some  to  ruin. 

Now,  when  the  desire  for  the  collection 
of  coins  first  grew  to  be  fashionable,  is  un¬ 
known.  Probably  it  has  existed,  to  some 
extent,  ever  since  the  introduction  of  coin¬ 
age  as  a  fine  art. 

The  desire  to  possess  specimens  of  this 
new  and  important  manufacture  must  have 
been  strong  in  the  breasts  of  the  early  Greeks 
and  Romans,  and  we  can  readily  imagine 
Pliny,  Aristophanes,  Catullus,  Ovid,  Livy, 
or  even  Cicero,  with  their  coin  cabinets,  over 
which  they  must  have  enjoyed  peculiar  satis¬ 
faction,  as  inaugurating  a  new  pastime  in  a 


new  science.  But  it  is  all  imagination  after  all, 
for  we  find  no  record  of  the  early  collection 
or  existence  of  any  such  cabinets. 

The  oldest  numismatic  societies  in  Eu¬ 
rope  are  modern  in  their  date,  and  no  records 
existing,  we  have  to  depend  on  probabilities 
or  tradition  for  any  knowledge  we  may  ob¬ 
tain  on  the  subject. 

But  certainly  numismatics,  while  no  doubt 
an  expensive  hobby,  is  the  most  harmless, 
and  the  most  educating  and  refining  in  its 
influences,  that  one  could  pursue. 

Ennobling,  by  leading  one  to  pursue  his 
investigations  into  history  and  the  arts,  it  is 
engrossing  and  all-pervading. 

The  numismatist  thinks  of  nothing  but 
rare  coins,  muses  on  them,  dreams  of  them. 

His  enjoyment  involves  all  species  of  plea¬ 
sure  and  mental  excitement. 

He  is  a  sportsman,  a  gamester,  an  artist,  a 
detective,  a  critic,  an  expert. 

He  follows  the  scent  of  a  rare  coin  as  a 
hound  does  that  of  a  rabbit,  and  is  never 
satisfied  till  he  has  traced  it  to  its  burrow. 

The  passions  excited  are  ambition,  hope, 
desire  and  envy;  but  never  any  to  an  extent  to 
be  injurious. 

Your  true  numismatist  is  usually  a  man  of 
gentlemanly  instincts,  and  scholarly  attain¬ 
ments.  His  associations  are  with  men  who 
think,  reason,  compare,  sift  evidence,  and 
judge.  He  is  little  likely  to  be  gulled,  being 
always  on  the  lookout  for  counterfeits;  still 
less  likely  to  deceive  others,  having  a  whole¬ 
some  contempt  for  base  fabrication.  On  the 
whole,  this  hobby  is  one  which  should  be 
encouraged,  because  it  leads  the  workings  of 
the  mind  into  proper  channels,  trains  the 
faculties,  and  educates  and  encourages  a 
sound,  healthful  taste  for  the  aesthetic. 
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pelled,  and  the  1918/7-D  nickel  won  a  lasting 
place  in  numismatic  reference  books.  In  1936, 
Charles  E.  Green  included  it  in  his  Mint  Record 
and  Type  Table  of  United  States  Coins,  noting 
that  only  three  specimens  were  known  to  him. 
However,  thanks  to  the  publicity  generated  by 
articles  in  the  numismatic  press,  additional  ex¬ 
amples  soon  came  to  light,  helping  to  insure  the 
long-term  popularity  of  the  unusual  minting 
variety.  The  1918/7-D  nickel  has  been  listed  in 
every  edition  of  the  Handbook  of  United  States 
Coins  since  1942,  and  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  since  its  first  edition  appeared  in 
1946. 

Writing  in  the  June  1943  issue  of  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Review,  William  H.  Arthur  attributed  the 
1918/7-D  nickel  to  an  attempt  by  the  Mint  to 
Like  the  great  herds  of  bison  that  once  roamed  the  Western  economize  during  World  War  I,  by  reworking  a  single  obverse  die 
plains,  the  1918/7-D  Buffalo  nickel  nearly  became  extinct.  By  to  extend  its  life  beyond  the  1917  calendar  year, 
the  time  it  was  first  publicized,  in  the  1930s,  few  Uncirculated  Actually,  the  overdate  is  a  hubbing  variety.  Dies  are  made  by 
examples  had  survived.  In  fact,  the  1 9 1 8/7-D  is  a  rarity  in  all  pressing  a  hub  into  a  piece  of  steel  under  great  pressure.  Multiple  im- 
grades.  pressions  are  required  to  produce  a  fully  detailed  die.  In  the  fall  of 

The  variety  first  came  to  light  as  Lot  62  in  an  October  24,  1917,  workers  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  were  making  dies  for  the 

1931,  sale  conducted  by  Barney  Bluestone  of  then-current  year’s  coinage,  and  simulta- 

Syracuse,  New  York.  Apparently,  ^  -  neously  preparing  1 9 1 8-dated  dies  for 


The  Elusive 
1918/7-D 
Du  Halo  Nickel 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Bluestone  distributed  his  cata¬ 
logues  to  relatively  few  cus¬ 
tomers,  for  they  are  quite 
scarce  today.  Thus,  this  rare 
nickel  did  not  become  gen¬ 
erally  known  until  a  few 
years  later. 

The  first  widely  pub¬ 
lished  reference  to  the 
overdate  appeared  in  the  May 
1933  issue  of  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine.  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  the  magazine’s 
founder  and  publisher,  included  the  nickel 
in  a  supposedly  “complete”  list  of  United 
States  overdates  (many  additional  overdates 
have  since  come  to  light,  and  discoveries  of 
previously  unrecognized  varieties,  such  as 
the  1914/3  nickel,  are  still  being  made). 

Oddly  enough,  the  1918/7-D  nickel  was 
originally  described  as  a  “1917  over  1916,”  per¬ 
haps  a  typographical  error.  In  the  June  1933  issue 
of  the  Magazine,  however,  it  was  correctly  identified  as 
a  “1918  over  1917.” 

With  most  urban  transportation  fares  priced  at  five  cents,  it 
came  as  no  surprise  when  sharp-eyed  conductors  began  finding 
1918/7-D  nickels.  “A  number  of  Chicago  streetcar  conductors 
are  collectors  in  varying  degrees,”  Hewitt  wrote.  “Mr.  Peterson 
is  one  who  has  spent  40  years  looking  over  coins  received  as  fares 
for  freaks  and  those  with  unusual  die  breaks... Two  of  the  1918 
over  1917  five-cent  ‘nickels’  are  in  his  possession,  both  secured 
from  circulation.” 

“Some  collectors  are  skeptical  about  this  piece,”  Hewitt 
added,  “maintaining  that  it  is  not  an  overdate.  Perhaps  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  the  date,  enlarged  many  times,  would  throw  some  light 
on  the  subject.” 

It  took  a  number  of  years,  but  eventually  the  doubts  were  dis- 


the  coming  year’s  coinage.  By  mis¬ 
take,  an  obverse  die  for  five-cent 
pieces  received  one  impression 
from  a  1917-dated  hub,  was 
sent  to  the  annealing  room, 
and  upon  returning  received 
a  second  and  final  impression 
from  a  191 8-dated  hub. 
Somehow  the  die  passed  in¬ 
spection  and  was  shipped  with 
others  to  the  Denver  Mint,  which 
struck  more  than  eight  million  nickels  in  1918.  In 
light  of  the  relatively  short  life  of  dies  used  to  strike 
five-cent  pieces,  1918/7-D  nickels  accounted  for 
only  a  small  percentage  of  the  year’s  output.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  their  existence  was  largely  ignored  by 
collectors  of  the  day,  most  of  whom  showed  little 
interest  in  what  were  known  as  “freak”  coins. 

wmt 

“Nothing  was  known  to  numismatists  at  the 
time  of  the  existence  of  these  overdated  pieces,” 
Arthur  wrote  in  the  1940s  in  reference  to  the  1918/7-D 
nickel  and  its  counterpart,  the  1918/7-S  Standing  Liberty 
quarter.  “Both  are  decidedly  rare,  and  few  collectors  have  been  able 
to  obtain  a  specimen  of  either  coin.” 

New  York  City  transit  authority  worker  Morris  Moscow  and  his 
brother-in-law  George  Shaw,  a  part-time  coin  dealer,  were  probably 
the  luckiest  of  the  fortunate  few.  From  the  1940s  to  the  1960s  they 
searched  fare  boxes  to  assemble  a  hoard  of  key  date  coins  that  included 
29  1 9 1 8/7-D  nickels,  which  were  placed  on  the  market  in  1 996  when 
Littleton  Coin  Company  acquired  the  long-hidden  cache. 

In  the  late  1930s,  James  B.  Johnson’s  Auction  Prices:  United 
States  Coins,  listed  only  modest  prices  for  1918/7-D  nickels.  Today 
the  situation  is  far  different,  and  current  values  reflect  the  overdate’s 
importance  and  desirability  as  the  centerpiece  of  a  Buffalo  nickel 
collection.  A  sharp  EF,  AU,  or  Mint  State  coin  offered  in  a  fixed- 
price  listing  or  auction  catalogue  always  attracts  a  lot  of  attention. 
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1912-D  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen,  lightly 

toned.  A  nice  strike,  too . 365 

1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Another  nice  coin.  ..363 
1912-D  AU-55 . 129 

191 2- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

attractive  golden  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  low-mintage  issue,  recognized  as  a  key  Lib¬ 
erty  nickel  from  virtually  the  year  it  was 
minted.  However,  not  many  people  collected 
them  back  then,  and  relatively  few  were  saved. 
The  great  interest  in  collecting  Liberty  nickels 
by  date  and  mintmark  did  not  arise  until  the 
flourishing  ofWayte  Raymond’s  album  business 
in  the  1930s.  Today,  the  191 2-S  in  any  grade  is 
in  strong  demand . 1,300 

All  authentic  191 2-S  nickels  are  struck  from  a  bulged 
obverse  die,  an  easy  way  to  tell  if  they  are  genuine. 

IlnlTalo  Nirkels 

If  Buffalo  nickels  are  your  specialty  and  quality 
is  important,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place!  No 
wonder  that  we  are  headquarters  for  connoisseurs 
in  this  field,  for  we  are  just  as  “picky”  as  we  expect 
you  to  be. 

When  we  purchase  Buffalo  nickels,  a  great  deal 
of  effort  is  involved.  It  is  popular  in  the  current 
market  for  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS  to  simply 
assign  a  number  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  what¬ 
ever,  to  a  coin— that  s  it.  This  number  says  noth¬ 
ing  about  whether  a  'coin  is  sharply  or  weakly  struck, 
whether  it  has  planchet  defects,  or  whether  it  is 
lustrous  and  attractive,  or  stained,  spotted,  and  ugly. 
We  suppose  that  if  one  could  simply  rely  upon  num¬ 
bers,  there  would  not  be  much  need  for  professional 
numismatists.  The  truth  is  diametrically  opposite: 
Professional  numismatists  are  in  greater  need  than 
ever  before,  to  sort  out  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

For  some  Buffalo  nickels,  particularly  Denver  and 
San  Francisco  issues  of  the  teens  and  1920s,  we 
may  have  to  look  at  a  couple  dozen  coins  in  order 
to  select  just  one  that  Fits  our  requirements  for  cor¬ 
rect  numerical  grade,  for  decent  strike,  and  for  a 
generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal. 

Our  stock  is  quite  possibly  the  finest  in  existence 
anywhere,  and  consists  of  many  worthwhile  pieces. 
We  know  you  will  be  delighted  with  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  coin  you  order. 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity”  among 

Buffalo  nickels . 3,150 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  II 
years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  top  two  or  three 
“key”  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it 


is  somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  genera¬ 
tions  of  collectors  come  and  go  and  different  things  are  em¬ 
phasized.  Whenever  we  see  a  nice  1913-S  Type  11  we  buy  it, 
but  despite  being  rather  aggressive  in  this  regard,  we  usually 
have  no  specimens  at  all  in  stock  or,  at  most,  a  handful  in 
different  high  grades. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An¬ 
other  lovely  Buffalo.  Sure  to  please . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty!  . 595 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-55 . 295 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1914- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned 

surfaces . 265 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

191 5- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  A  splen¬ 

did  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  fairly  difficult 
to  Find  once  you  go  looking  for  them . 525 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of 
the  example  here  offered.  A  splendid  item  for 
the  connoisseur . 1,150 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  toning. 

Nice  strike! . 550 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  can  be 
called  rare  at  this  grade  level . 935 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Where  else  in  numismat¬ 
ics  can  you  select  from  three  different  examples 
of  this  Buffalo  nickel  in  the  same  grade?  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  golden  toning . 719 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning;  a  very 

nice  strike . 499 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  su¬ 
perb  strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and 
interest  for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as 
an  MS-64.  If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of 
the  1918-D  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and 
line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect  this  would  be 
at  the  head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find 
for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 


Coming  Your  Way  in  1998! 

Some  really  interesting  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  are  in  the  works.  Be  sure 
your  subscription  is  up  to  date,  so  as  not  to 
miss  a  single  one!  And,  some  great  issues  of 
The  Coin  Collector  and  some  really  notable 
auction  catalogues  will  be  arriving  in  your 
mailbox,  too. 


1918-D  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . ..(>95 

1918-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 


tion  of  high  grade  and  low  price.  Scarce  in  Mint 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is 
one  of  the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent 
years.  An  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to 
acquire  a  truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo 
nickel  that  will  be  displayed  with  pleasure  for 

many  years  to  come . 2,450 

1919-D  EF-40.  Not  easy  to  Find  in  this  grade.  179 


Gem  1919-S  Nickel 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  gem  quality;  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we’ve  seen  graded  as 
MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you’ll  really 
enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 
tion . 4,150 


Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with  ton¬ 
ing  in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb 
strike  for  a  1920-S.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very 
difFicult  to  Find.  A  true  prize  among  our  recent 
acquisitions,  this  1920-S  will  delight  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  advanced  numismatist.  Certainly, 
this  variety  in  this  grade  is  one  of  the  key  issues 
to  completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set . 4,150 

Superb  MS-65  1921-S  5« 


1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and 
certainly  one  of  the  Finest  we’ve  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are 
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satiny  and  most  design  features  are  bold.  Deli¬ 
cately  toned  in  pastel  golden  brown  and  gray, 
with  hints  of  pale  blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
1921-S  is  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the 
MS-65  level . 4,750 


Gem  1921-S  Nickel 


1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  delicate  toning.  A  coin  that  has  it  all:  high 
grade,  nice  strike,  and,  equally  important,  su¬ 
perb  aesthetic  appeal.  A  true  “wonder  coin”  for 

the  Buffalo  nickel  specialist . 3,465 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 

of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..695 


Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
toning,  a  far- above- average  strike,  and  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  tremendous  “find”  for  the  specialist 
and  connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece,  very  nicely 
struck,  is  worth  more  in  our  opinion  (although 
we  are  not  charging  more),  than  an  MS-65  or 
MS-66  piece  of  average  strike  would  be  worth. 
Quality  comes  to  the  forefront  with  this  coin,  and 
if  you  want  a  gem,  this  is  it!  . 5,250 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all 
Buffalo  nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find 
for  the  specialist  who  wants  a  high-grade  piece 
at  a  relatively  low  (considering  the  variety) 
price.  Both  considerations  come  together  nicely 
in  this  coin.  Probably  worth  more  than  the 
price  we  ask,  which  is  only . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Far-above-average  strike. 

Remarkable  for  its  quality.  In  this  condition, 
rare.  . 1 ,850 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  and  an  especially  nice  strike, 
of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the 


Buffalo  series.  Another  splendid  coin,  another 


find  for  the  specialist . 1,850 

1926-D  MS-63  (NGC) . 485 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 485 


Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 


1926- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid 

coin  with  light  rose  and  golden  toning,  a  wonder¬ 
ful  example  of  this  key  date  and  mintmark — a 
variety  which  is  traditionally  one  of  the  very  last 
to  be  acquired  in  a  specialized  collection  This 
piece  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  of  any  date  or  mintmark  to  come  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  in  recent  times.  How  lucky  we  are  to  have  it 
in  stock,  and  how  lucky  you  are  to  have  the 
chance  to  purchase  it.  Certainly,  this  will  be  the 
centerpiece  of  a  fine  collection . 9,950 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  iridescent 

toning . 575 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 115 

Beautiful  Gem  1928-S 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 
grade  level,  although  the  issue  is  relatively  avail¬ 
able  in  lower  grades.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 4,150 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
with  wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the 
era.  A  splendid  coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy 


owning . 1,450 

1929  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 


1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1934-D  MS-64  (P<  GS).  Brilliant . 

1936-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S/S  FS5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny 
devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden 
gray  iridescence . 795 

Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomaly,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 


tion . 3,450 

1937- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1938  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D  Buffalo.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE:  We’ve 

bought  dozens  of  beautiful,  brilliant,  lustrous 
coins.  Buy  one  choice  MS-63  for  $19,  or  squir¬ 
rel  away  a  little  hoard  of  10  for  just . 172 


Jefferson  Nickels 

1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE: 
We’ve  bought  several  dozen  choice  Mint  State 
examples  of  this  key  date.  Buy  one  for  $45,  or 

a  group  of  10  for . 437 

1939-S  MS-63.  Group  of  20  pieces,  the  lot.  .310 
1954-S/D  Overmintmark  MS-65  (PCGS).  ..  129 
1954-S/D  Overmintmark.  Better  hurry!  Going! 
Going!  Not  quite  GONE,  but  not  far  from  it! 
SPECIAL  PURCHASE!  Fascinating  issue  with 
the  S  mintmark  sharply  visible  over  a  earlier  D! 
Lovely  and  very  choice  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  THEY  ARE  SELLING  FAST!!!  Order 
one  or  more  from  this  special  purchase,  while 
they  last!  And,  just  to  think,  typically  we  do  not 
have  even  one  in  stock!  Now  you  can  buy  a 
single  for  $65,  or  a  group  of  10  for  only  ..  599 
1954-S/D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Comparison  Test 


After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us, 
compare  their  quality  and  value  with  coins 
from  any  other  source.  (You  must  examine 
thecoins  in  person;  acomparison  ofadver- 
tised  prices  without  seeing  the  quality  is 
absolutely  meaningless.)  Ifyou  don’t  agree 
that  the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal 


to  or  better  than  those  from  any  other 
source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(seven  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  in¬ 
stant  refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Bowers  and  Mcr- 
ena  Comparison  Test  can  be  stated  this  way: 
Try  us,  and  you  will  like  us! 
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Jean  Gould,  widow  of  the  late  lamented  Maury 
Gould,  who  in  the  1950s,  1960s,  and  1970s  did 
much  to  champion  interest  in  our  hobby. 
Maury  not  only  wrote  a  column  for  Coin  World, 
he  also  was  prominent  in  the  Numismatic  Lit¬ 
erary  Guild,  traveled  widely,  gave  talks,  and 
mounted  displays.  Certainly,  he  was  a  great 
ambassador  of  knowledge  and  good  will. 


News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  “Seventy-five  percent  of  all  silent 
films  have  been  lost  forever.  It  wasn’t  until  November  1994 
that  the  U.S.  National  Film  Registry  recognized  the  Zapruder 
8mm  home  movie  of  the  1963  Kennedy  assassination  for  its 
historical  significance.  Feature  films  like  Lillian  Gish’s  Remod¬ 
eling  Her  Husband,  Joan  Blondell’s  Convention  City,  Lon 
Chaney’s  London  after  Midnight,  and  Theda  Bara’s  Cleopatra 
have  all  been  lost  forever.’’ 

9  9  9 

DOUG  THOM  recently  sent  your  editor  a  copy  of  Invis¬ 
ible  Siege:  The  Journal  of  Lucius  E. 

Chittenden,  April  15,  1861 -July  14, 

1861.  We  look  forward  to  reading  this 
at  our  earliest  convenience.  Chittenden, 
of  course,  is  very  famous  for  his  signa¬ 
ture  on  paper  money  of  the  Civil  War 
era.  Thanks,  Doug. 

«_*•*  C#1 

9  9  9 

THE  OTHER  DAY  we  were 
browsing  through  a  really  neat  cata¬ 
logue  from  The  Scholar’s  Bookshelf 
(address:  110  Melrich  Road, 

Cranbury,  NJ  08512-351  1)  and,  as 
usual,  sent  off  an  order  for  a  few  scat¬ 
tered  titles.  Along  the  way  your  editor 
enjoyed  reading  the  titles  of  some 
books  that  were  not  purchased,  in¬ 
cluding  Rats,  Lice  and  History — a 
niche  not  represented  in  our  library 
(so  many  books  to  read  and  so  little 
time).  We  also  noted  among  other 
book  titles  that  it  is  sometimes  popu¬ 
lar  to  use  a  single  word  or  a  phrase  with  an 
exclamation  point,  then  a  subtitle  following  it. 

As  examples:  INVASION!  The  German  Account 
of  the  D-Day  Landings  in  the  80  Days’  Battle  for  France  and 
Over  There!  The  American  Soldier  in  World  War  I.  Now, 
it’s  probably  only  a  matter  of  time  before  the  coin  publish¬ 
ing  trade  picks  up  this  way  of  doing  things.  Here  is  a  sug¬ 
gestion:  RESTRIKE!  The  Life  and  Times  of  Mint  Director 


CORRECTION:  In  our  Rare  Coin  Review, 
No.  1 19,  in  a  contributor’s  article  about  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  silver  dollars,  the  person  oc¬ 
cupying  the  White  House  in  1903  should  have 
been  identified,  of  course,  as  Theodore 
Roosevelt.  The  gold  dollar  issued  in  1903  de¬ 
picted  the  late  William  McKinley,  who  had 
been  assassinated  in  1901  while  attending  the 
Pan-American  Exposition  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  (Thanks  to 
Captain  Julius  Grigore,  Jr.,  for  noting  this.) 

CJ?A 

9  9  9 

ITS  ONLY  A  MATTER  OF  TIME  until  specialty  Visa 
and  MasterCard  accounts  are  available  for  coin  collectors.  This 
is  prompted  by  a  mailing  received  the  other  day  titled  “The 
First  USA  Platinum  Visa  Card  for  Snowmobilers.”  We  can  just 
see  this  coming  in  the  mail  sometime  soon:  “The  First  USA 
Platinum  Visa  Card  for  Admirers  of  the  1794  Starred  Reverse 
Cent,  Sheldon-48”  or  “The  First  USA  Platinum  Visa 
Card  for  Collectors  of  19th-Century  Tokens 
Made  from  Dies  by  George  H.  Lovett.’ 

9  9  9 

TOUCHE:  “When  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  was  your  age,”  the  father  told  his 
son,  “he  used  to  walk  10  miles  every  day 
to  get  to  school.” 

“Really?”  the  kid  said.  “Well,  when 
he  was  your  age,  he  was  president.”  (Joe 
Claro,  as  quoted  in  Bits  and  Pieces) 

qjp  qp 

THE  GOOD  OLD  DAYS: 

Charles  V.  Kappen  writing  under 
“Reminiscences,”  in  Calcoin  News, 
Fall  1997,  page  15:  “While  in  En¬ 
gland  during  World  War  II,  the  writer 
visited  the  only  three  coin  dealers  that 
he  knew  of  at  that  time.  They  were 
BA  Seaby,  Spink,  and  Baldwin.  He 
recalls  that  among  other  things  he 
bought  a  1796  quarter  dollar  and  sev¬ 
eral  U.S.  large  cents  from  Seaby  and 
40  specimens  of  the  1864  L  Indian 
Head  cent  from  Baldwin  for  20  cents 
each.”  By  the  way,  Kappen  has  contrib¬ 
uted  immeasurably  to  numismatics,  particularly  in  the  field 
of  tokens  and  medals. 


TRENDS  as  reported  by  Richard  Russell  in  Dow  Theory 
Letters:  The  most  congested  city  in  the  United  States,  traffic- 
Henry  R.  Linderman.  Or,  REJECTED!  Engraver  Anthony  wise,  is  Los  Angeles,  followed  by  Washington,  DC,  then  San 
Paquet  and  His  Unadopted  Coin  Dies.  Francisco-Oakland,  Miami,  and  Chicago.  1  he  least  congested 

<i>  city  is  Corpus  Christi  (Texas),  followed  by  El  Paso  in  the 

WE  RECEIVED  A  NICE  NOTE  the  other  day  from  same  state — lots  of  wide  open  spaces  out  there.  Then  come 
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Kansas  C  itv  (MO),  Pittsburgh,  and  Oklahoma  City. 

9  9 

MORE  FROM  RICHARD  RUSSELL:  Compared  to  what  a 
dollar  will  buy  in  the  United  States,  in  Japan,  it  costs  $1.53  to 
make  a  comparable  purchase,  while  in  Moscow  the  price  is  only 
39<f.  Other  “cheap  places  are  South  Africa,  Mexico,  Indonesia, 
Philippines,  and  Venezuela.  Other  pricey  districts  include  Switzer¬ 
land  and  Singapore.  Germany  and  Hong  Kong  seem  to  be  about  on 
a  par  with  the  United  States,  with  Hong  Kong  checking  at  9 7<£  and 
Germany  at  $1.05.  Of  course,  a  lot  of  this  has  to  do  with  the  ex¬ 
change  rate  ol  the  dollar,  which  fluctuates — things  may  be  differ¬ 
ent  next  year. 

cn 

9  9  9 

SOME  TIME  AGO  we  predicted  that  the  50-state  program  for 
quarter  dollars  would  soon  have  its  complica¬ 
tions,  and  we  predicted  that  Puerto  Rico, 

Guam,  and  other  entities  would  want  their  own 
reverses.  Seems  that  this  has  come  true,  and  re¬ 
cently  we  read  that  congressional  discussions  are 
taking  place  on  this  very  thing. 

9  9  9 

KEN  BRESSETT  recently  wrote  in  his 

“Consumer  Alert’’  column  in  The  Numismatist, 

“Have  you  looked  at  the  price  of  gold  coins 
lately?  If  you  haven’t,  this  is  the  time  to  do  some 
shopping.  United  States  gold  pieces  have  prob¬ 
ably  reached  their  low  point.  There  are  all  kinds 
of  attractive  bargains  in  world  gold  coins  and 
bullion  pieces.” 

cn 

9  9  9 

IN  NOVEMBER  1997  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  was  busy  striking  1998-datedVtoot sets, 
keeping  with  the  Mint’s  long-term  policy  of 
pre-striking pieces.  Whether  this  is  synchronous 
with  the  oft-stated  policy  that  the  Mint  should 
strike  coins  only  in  the  calendar  years  appearing 
on  the  dies,  we  don’t  know.  The  Mint  has  vio¬ 
lated  its  own  rules  so  many  times  in  the  past — 
countless  times  in  fact — that  it  doesn’t  make 
much  difference. 

9  9  9 

QUALITY  never  goes  out  of  style,  in  coins  or  in  other  categories. 
The  arrival  in  the  mail  the  other  day  of  a  catalogue  from  Gump’s,  the 
well-known  San  Francisco  store,  prompted  us  to  recall  that  around 
1973  we  bought  a  large  set  of  Lenox  china  from  Gump’s,  the  No¬ 
blesse  pattern.  To  this  day,  not  a  single  piece  of  this  china  has  ever 
faded  or  even  acquired  a  chip!  Whatever  this  set  of  Lenox  china  cost 
at  the  time — we  don’t  recall  exactly — it  was  a  bargain  in  terms  of  its 
overall  quality. 

9  9  9 

READER  GARY  DUNAIER  sent  a  clipping  from  a  recent  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Superior  Collectibles  auction  offering  a  letter  from  Moe 
Howard,  one  of  the  famous  Three  Stooges.  On  November  20,  1962, 
Howard  stated  that  he  was  not  a  “dealer  in  coins,”  but  “just  happened 
to  buy  some  over  the  years,  and  am  now  selling  them  all,”  but  is  “keep¬ 
ing  all  of  my  Proof  sets  from  1953  on.”  Interesting! 

9  9  9 

WHAT  WILL  GEORGE  BUSH  DO?  We  all  remember  that 


George  Bush  didn’t  (and  probably  still  doesn’t)  like  broccoli.  Now 
comes  the  news  from  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  School  of 
Medicine  that  broccoli  sprouts  contain  isothiocyanates,  compounds 
“thought  to  accelerate  the  action  of  enzymes  that  squelch  toxins” 
and  may  “partially  explain  why  eating  broccoli  and  other  crucifer¬ 
ous  vegetables  such  as  cabbage  and  cauliflower,  is  associated  with 
preventing  cancer.”  ( Harvard  Health  Letter) 

%..*>  «.?■»  in 

9  9  9 

ABOUT  WARDROBES:  Comes  the  news  that  Elton  John 

opened  a  shop  in  London  “at  which  he  is  selling  more  than  10,000 

pieces  ol  his  favorite  clothing  at  bargain  prices  to  raise  money  for  the 
Foundation  for  Aids,  which  he  has  established.”  This  is  in  addition  to 
4,000  “outfits”  he  disposed  of  earlier.  Now,  we  can  not  help  but  won¬ 
der  how  often  each  day  he  changed  outfits  when  he  was  wearing  them. 

Ten  times  a  day  and  it  would  have  taken  about 
four  years  to  wear  everything.  And,  if  he  had 
14,000  “favorites,”  did  he  have  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  not-so-favorite  items? 

«-?•* 

9  9  9 

THOSE  “VOLATILE”  BUFFALOES: 

“Buffaloes  are  popular  and  volatile  in  1997,” 
stated  a  headline  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Cer¬ 
tified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter.  Upon  checking 
our  American  Heritage  Dictionary  file  in  our 
Micron  notebook  computer,  we  learned — or 
verified — that  this  might  mean  that  buffaloes 
“evaporate  readily  at  normal  temperatures  and 
pressures.”  No,  this  definition  didn’t  seem 
quite  correct.  Another  definition  suggested 
that  buffaloes  could  be  “inconstant”  or 
“fickle.”  Having  been  that  close  to  a  real  buf¬ 
falo,  at  least  not  long  enough  to  do  more  than 
take  its  picture  (in  Yellowstone  Park),  we 
don’t  know  how  fickle  a  buffalo  may  or  may 
not  be.  Another  definition  advised  that  our 
buffaloes  might  be  “ephemeral,  fleeting.”  As 
buffaloes  have  been  around  for  a  long  time 
(actually,  zoologically,  they  are  bisons),  they 
are  anything  but  ephemeral.  Then  there  was  a 
definition  stating  that,  adapted  to  the  present  context,  buffaloes 
might  “tend  toward  violence”  or  be  “explosive”  or  “eager  for  a  con¬ 
frontation.”  Then  there  was  the  “capable  of  flying”  definition;  how¬ 
ever,  like  pigs,  buffaloes  are  not  likely  to  fly  on  their  own  anytime 
soon.  Aha!  “Tending  to  vary  often,  or  widely,  as  in  price ’—this  defi¬ 
nition  was  the  one  that  the  writer  had  in  mind.  Upon  reading  the 
story  it  was  not  about  animals  at  all,  but,  as  we  might  expect,  about 
Buffalo  nickels,  which,  it  seems,  have  been  volatile  in  prices  lately. 

ca-v 

9  9  9 

“PENNY”  NEWS:  Russell  Stolling  advised  the  other  day  that  his 
eight-year-old  son,  David  Stolling,  “got  what  he  called  a  ‘feather 
penny’  in  change  one  day  and  saved  it.  He  thinks  the  wheat  ears  look 
like  feathers.  I  was  touched  by  his  thoughtfulness,  tickled  in  fact.” 
Elsewhere  on  the  subject  of  pennies,  we  may  have  mentioned  that 
here  in  New  Hampshire  the  cents  and  nickels  of  Canada  are  legal 
tender,  sort  of.  It  is  not  at  all  unusual  to  acquire  such  pieces  in  ev¬ 
eryday  change,  and  we  suspect  that  if  we  ask  at  a  local  bank,  perhaps 
two  or  three  percent  of  the  circulating  pieces  would  be  from  north 
of  the  border. 
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UIV1TEM  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Hall  Dimes 

Half  dimes  have  always  been  a  popular  specialty 
within  numismatics,  and  over  the  years  a  number 
of  our  clients  have  put  together  beautiful  displays 
of  them.  While  a  number  of  other  names  could  be 
mentioned,  as  these  words  are  being  written  we  re¬ 
call  the  beautiful  half  dime  collections  of  Dr.  D.C. 
Montgomery  and  Dr.  Stuart  Levine,  which  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  cataloguing  and  presenting  at  auc¬ 
tion  a  number  of  years  ago.  Even  today,  mention 
of  these  sometimes  comes  up  in  conversation  or  is 
seen  in  print. 

The  present  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  several  early 
issues  through  the  1830s,  plus  additional  pieces  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  series  through  the  early  1870s. 
Along  the  way  they  are  some  nice  “type”  coins  as  well 
as  a  few  scattered  rare  dates.  Enjoy  the  opportunity! 

Choice  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  Valentine -1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively 
toned  in  deep  russet  and  light  blue.  A  high- 
grade  and  artistically  satisfying  example  of  the 
first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really 


choice!  You’ll  like  this  one . 3,695 

1830  V-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 235 

1831  V-7.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1832  V-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 229 

1833  V-6.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 225 

1834  V-l.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 319 


1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (NGC). 
The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold 
at  the  borders.  The  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  some  cer¬ 


tified  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 1,385 

1835  V-6.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  beauty.  Another 

piece  that  could  take  MS-65  honors . 1,395 

1835  V-6.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 235 


liili(*i'lv  Nciilcil  Hall  Himes 

1 837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Flat-Top  1 .  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Attractive,  very  lustrous,  and  with  beau¬ 
tiful  mint  frost.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 


high-quality  example  for  your  type  set,  your 
search  may  well  end  here.  We  also  note  that 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  the 
Flat-Top  1  variety  is  much  rarer  in  choice  condi¬ 
tion  than  the  Peak-Top  1  type,  which  may  be  the 
case  (although  our  own  experience  differs).  In 
any  event,  we  are  charging  no  extra  premium  for 
any  additional  rarity  that  the  variety  might  have. 
Here,  indeed,  is  a  marvelous  opportunity. .  1,595 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht  s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1 836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
motifs  in  the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and 
dimes,  too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838- 
O)  and  not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a 
cameo-like  aspect. 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-58 . 195 

1844  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly 
prooflike.  An  extremely  choice  specimen,  nicer 
than  some  we  have  seen  graded  MS-65.  You’ll 
really  appreciate  this  if  it  becomes  part  of  your 
collection . 695 

Notable  1844-0  Half  Dime 


1844-0  V-l.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned  in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of  sea  blue.  Rare 
this  nice.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated  special¬ 
ist . 2,695 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 

toning . 695 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 695 

1845  AU-55.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  1 19 

1849  Repunched  date.  VF-20 . 49 

1850  AU-55.  Light  gold  surfaces . 1 19 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over  silver 

surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level . 795 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very 
rare  in  all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 
Although  the  Guide  Book  suggests  that  135,000 
were  struck,  it  is  likely  the  case  that  the  vast 
majority  of  these  were  retained  at  the  Mint  and 
melted,  for  at  the  time  the  bullion  or  melt-down 
value  of  such  pieces  was  higher  than  their  face 
value,  and  it  would  have  been  an  exercise  in  fu¬ 
tility  to  have  released  them.  This  untenable  situ¬ 
ation  was  rectified  by  the  Act  of  February  21 , 


1853,  which  reduced  the  authorized  weight. 
Later  issues  produced  under  this  legislation  had 
arrows  at  the  date,  were  of  lighter  weight,  and  cir¬ 
culated  freely.  A  popular  and  eagerly  sought 


three-year  design  type . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers 
with  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 795 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 
gray  iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices 


and  satiny  fields . 795 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 98 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854  AU-58 . 145 


We  welcome  aboard  Thomas 
Trumble  as  our  Network/IS  Adminis¬ 
trator.  He  comes  to  us  from  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  so  at  least  he  is  used  to 
the  snow!  He  is  key  to  our  change  over 
to  a  Windows  NT  system — something 
we  are  all  looking  forward  to.  This  will 
help  us  provide  you  with  even  better 
service  and  more  internet  and  e-mail 
access. 
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Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  One  of  the  prize  issues  in  our  half 

dime  inventory. . 4,450 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  a  qual¬ 
ity  seldom  seen  except  when  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  are  brought  on  the  market . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consider¬ 
ably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadelphia 


Mint  1854  half  dime . 1,095 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  coin — 
you’ll  like  it! . 219 


1858  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  frosty  with  some  light  golden  toning. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  glaring  diecutting  er¬ 
rors  of  the  19th  century.  The  date  was  first 
cut  upside  down  and  then  corrected!  A  “fun” 
coin  you’ll  enjoy  having  in  your  collection. 
The  die  blunder  is  sharply  visible  under  low 
magnification .  1,750 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint  En¬ 
graver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics,  Paquet 
is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the 
distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20 
gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859-0  half  dime 
is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is 
relatively  available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly 
elusive  in  Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high 
preservation  offered  here . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 
brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen . 1,050 

1861  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 38 

1862  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant.  Pivotal  Civil  War 

year . 995 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  1863-S 

combines  high  grade,  great  eye  appeal,  and  a 
generous  measure  of  rarity.  . 1,575 

1864  MS-63.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A 
business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  thus  of  great 
rarity. . 1,295 

1 864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice 

as  this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  hall 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 695 

So  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine,  as  late  as  the  1880s 


there  was  only  one  dealer  specializing  in  San  Francisco  Mint 
silver  coins.  In  high  grades,  nearly  all  issues  of  the  1 850s  and 
1 860s  are  rare. 

1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  light 

lilac  toning.  The  1 865  is  one  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  dates  of  the  half  dime  series.  Not  only  is  the 
Proof  mintage  low  (just  500  pieces),  but  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  are  rare  as  well . 1,750 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest-mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades.  625 

1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breens  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297). 

Half  dimes  were  discontinued  in  1873.  It  was  felt  that 
when  specie  payments  were  resumed  (which,  as  it  turned  out, 
began  in  a  significant  way  on  April  20,  1 876),  the  half  dime 
would  compete  with  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  and  people 
would  prefer  the  silver  half  dimes. 

1869  MS-64.  Gorgeous  light  magenta  toning.  750 


1872  AU-58  (NGC) . 79 

1872  AU-50 . 69 


Dimes 

Mark  Borckardt  recently  wrote  a  check  for  a  re¬ 
ally  nice  1805  dime,  and  this  particular  piece  starts 
off  our  listing  in  this  issue  of  the  10-cent  denomi¬ 
nation.  From  that  point  many  worthwhile  variet¬ 
ies  are  offered,  including  a  very  nice  selection  of 
Capped  Bust  issues  from  1814  through  1837. 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 

1805  John  Reich-2.  4  Berries.  EF-40.  A  very  nice 
specimen;  just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for 
the  first  time.  This  will  look  great  in  your  type 
set! . 1,495 


Wonder  What  Happened 
to  the  Coin ? 

From  Gleason ’s  Pictorial  Drawing  Room 
Companion,  July  24,  1852,  page  61: 

“INTERESTING.— Oneofthework- 
men  at  Lowell  Island  recently  found  a 
Pine  Tree  shilling,  one  of  these  venerable 
relics  of  the  early  days  of  Massachusetts, 
in  the  old  hulk  of  a  vessel  which  lies  upon 
the  beach  near  the  steamboat  landing. 
On  one  side  is  the  inscription,  ‘New  En¬ 
gland,  An.  Dom.  1652 — xii.  On theother 
is  a  pine  tree,  surrounded  by  the  word 
‘Massathvsets.’  ” 


Li  mil'll  Itiist  lliinrs 


1814  JR-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  delicate  toning . 2,195 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 


1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at  this  level.  The  spe¬ 
cialist  as  well  as  the  collector  of  coins  by  design 
types  will  recognize  this  as  a  highly  important 
find.  Quality  of  this  calibre  is  seldom  seen.  3,650 


1820JR-1.  VF-25 . 175 

1820  JR-7.  MS-62  (ANACS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 
specimen  that  is  sure  to  please . 1,450 


Gem  1821  Dime 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  lilac 
toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  excep¬ 
tionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  4,295 
1821  JR-7.  Large  Date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence 
complements  both  surfaces.  This  is  the  surface 
one  expects  to  find  on  a  piece  from  an  old-time 
private  or  museum  collection.  A  find  for  the 

connoisseur . 750 

1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E’s.  AU-50 . 595 

1823/2  JR-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  You’ll  like  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  overall  quality.  . 675 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime 

with  much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1829  JR-4.  EF-40.  Light  golden  toning . 175 

1829  JR-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-45 . 295 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 

struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate 
for  a  type  set . 995 

1832  JR-2.  AU-53  (NGC) . 359 

1834  JR-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  frosty  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  gold  toning  around  the  rims. 
Lots  of  eye  appeal  for  this  one! . 895 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in 
quality  to  the  finest  example  of  the  variety 
known  to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime 
book.  You  could  search  for  years  and  not  find 
its  equal.  Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well 
as  the  “type”  collector . 1,465 
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1834  JR-6.  AU-38  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some 
light  toning  amidst  the  stars . 495 


1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen  that  will  satisfy  the 
connoisseur.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  quality 
hall  dime  of  the  Capped  Bust  type,  consider 

this  gem . 2,295 

1835  JR-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  1,095 

1835JR-5.  AU-50 . 345 

1835  JR-8.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 395 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  frosty.  An  outstanding  example,  probably  in 
the  Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety.  A 
prize  for  the  alert  specialist . 2,295 

Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  Dime 


1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence — far 
ahead  of  the  finest  known  (MS-60)  to  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Early  U.S.  Dimes,  1796-1837 refer¬ 
ence  book!  . 2,695 

Liberty  Seated  Himes 

Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  this  issue  include  a  num¬ 
ber  of  scarce  varieties  as  well  as  popular  “types.” 
No  matter  what  your  requirements,  doubtless  there 
are  some  pieces  that  would  look  just  right  in  your 
collection. 


Remarkable  Mint  State  1842-0  Dime 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  The  1842-0  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite 
strike,  a  splendid  impression.  We  doubt  that  as 
many  as  1 5  different  examples  grading  MS-60 
or  better  could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize  coin 

by  any  standard . 3,450 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 195 


1 848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set 

as  well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 

1850-0  EF-40.  Scarce  New  Orleans  variety.  Just 
purchased . 235 


Pleasing  Gem  1853  Dime 


1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  especially 
pleasing  specimen,  a  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  year  with  arrows  at  the  date. 
A  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  high-quality  type 

set . 2,695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden 
brown  peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be 
seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year 

design  type . 775 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  espe¬ 
cially  nice  example . 475 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 195 

1854  MS-61  (ANACS) . 335 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
peripheral  toning.  A  coin  with  eye  appeal.  325 
1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  these  coins  went  to  the 
Orient  and  were  melted. 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral 

toning . 575 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a 
hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its 
status  as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  such  gem  preservation.  A  splendid  coin 


the  connoisseur  will  appreciate . 1,950 

1875  AU-58 . 89 

1877-CC  AU-58  (ANACS) . 109 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 

in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Gun-metal-blue  toning 

with  a  whisper  of  light  lilac . 350 

1882  MS-62 . 195 


1883  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  blue  and  or¬ 
ange .  350 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high 

grades .  875 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike . 695 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment! 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this,  and 
to  help  you  along  we  offer  you  special 
discounts.  See  our  book  section! 


1  890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pc 


ripheral  toning . 549 

1890-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 


ItiirliiT  Dimes 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  number  of  interesting 
Barber  dimes,  ranging  from  quality  circulated  is¬ 
sues  to  a  number  of  memorable  Mint  State  rari¬ 
ties.  If  these  attractive  coins  are  on  your  collect¬ 
ing  specialty  list,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place. 
In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  great  resurgence 
of  interest  in  the  Barber  dime,  quarter,  and  half 
dollar  series.  This  is  attributable  to  several  influ¬ 
ences,  including  the  great  publicity  given  to  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  coins  in  our  sales  of  1996 
and  1997,  the  reactivation  of  the  Barber  Coin 
Collectors  Society,  the  publication  of  several  books 
by  David  Lawrence,  and  a  general  awareness  of 
series  that  have  been  overlooked.  Curiously,  for 
about  1 0  or  20  years,  “type”  coins  dominated  the 
spotlight.  Far  better  it  was,  or  so  it  seemed,  to 
have  a  super-gem  common  date  than,  say,  an  EF 
or  AU  rarity.  Today,  the  situation  seems  to  be 
changing,  and  such  key  issues  as  the  1895-0  are 
beginning  to  be  re-appreciated  in  just  about  ev¬ 
ery  condition  from  well  worn  on  up.  Philosophies 
differ,  and  we  do  not  presume  to  influence  any¬ 
one.  However,  to  us  a  coin  that  has  basic  rarity  in 
all  grades  from  well  worn  on  up  is  a  more  “solid” 
value  than  a  piece  which  is  quite  common  in  worn 
grades,  but  which  is  rare  only  in  some  elite  preser¬ 
vation  such  as  MS-67.  Stated  a  bit  less  generally, 
we  would  rather  have  a  nice  AU  1 895-0  or  a  nice 
MS-60  1894-0  than,  for  example,  an  MS-68 
1912  (a  fairly  common  date).  We  see  a  turning 
trend  toward  basic  value,  not  only  in  the  Barber 
series  but  in  other  series,  and  we  suspect  that  as 
time  goes  on,  quite  a  few  of  these  overlooked  pieces 
will  come  into  the  spotlight  once  again. 

Relatively  to  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review,  we 
offer  a  number  of  scarce,  rare,  and  interesting 
Barber  dimes,  including  a  pair  of  the  rare  1 895-0, 
and  other  items. 


1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 


delicate  toning . 145 

1892-0  EF-40 . 52 


1892- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. 

A  lovely  specimen  at  this  grade  level .  335 

1893  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  blues  and 
oranges . 1 1 5 

1893- 0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 159 

1894- 0  VG-8 . 75 

1895- 0  VF-35  (PCGS).  The  key  mintmark  (ex¬ 

cept  for  the  famous  1894-S)  in  the  Barber  dime 
series.  In  demand  in  any  season . 1,395 

1895- 0  F-12.  One  of  many  interesting  dimes, 

some  rare  others  not  so  rare  (this  one  rare,  how¬ 
ever),  recently  purchased  and  offered  in  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. . "”35 

1896- 0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 475 

1 897- 0  EF-40  (NGC).  Important  rare  date.  A  very 

nice  coin  in  a  highly  affordable  grade.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 465 
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1898  AU-55 . 69 

1898- 0  F-12 . 79 

1899- 0  Repunched  mintmark.  F-15 . 1 10 

1899-S  AU-50.  Wonder  it  this  coin  has  been  to  the 

Philippines  and  back?  Many  of  the  1898-S 

pieces  went  there . 110 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1903-0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 263 

1903-S  F-12 . 350 

1905-0  Breen-3545.  Micro  O.  AU-55  (ANACS). 
A  very  rare  variety  (just  try  to  find  one  else¬ 
where!)  .  365 

1905-0  EF-45 . 75 

1905- S  MS-60,  proof  like . 265 

1906  Recut  6  in  Date  (Breen-3548).  AU-58. .  135 

1906- D  AU-55.  First  year  of  Denver  Mint  coin¬ 
age .  109 

1906- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1907- S  AU-55 . 159 

1907- S  EF-40 . 47 

1908  AU-55 . 59 

1908- D  AU-50 . 65 

1908-S  AU-55 . 175 


1910-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 


splendid  coin . 735 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  toning . 125 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1911  AU-55 . 55 

1913  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem.  Quality, 

this  is  it!  . 695 

1913-S  AU-55.  Low-mintage  issue.  Another  new 

purchase . 335 

1913-S  EF-40.  Always  in  demand . 225 


Meiniiv  Dimes 

Our  offering  of  Mercury  dimes  in  this  issue  in¬ 
cludes  interesting  early  dates  as  well  as  many  inex¬ 
pensive  later  issues  from  the  1930s  through  the 
1940s.  If  you  count  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1931  through  1945  and  check  their  market  val¬ 
ues,  you  can  realize  that  quite  a  collection  can  be 
obtained  for  very  modest  cost.  And,  what  better 
way  to  begin  than  right  here! 

All  the  pieces  we  offer  are  of  hand-picked  qual¬ 
ity.  We  know  you  will  be  pleased! 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

brilliant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  ton¬ 
ing . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  white 
with  just  a  whisper  of  light  gold  toning.  ...  535 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..189 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  .770 

1917-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  expensive, 

but  surely  beautiful! . 265 

1917- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .385 


1920-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for 

the  grade . 595 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level.  A  lustrous,  sparkling  piece  which  the  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer  will  truly  appreciate . 995 

1921  AU-58  FB.  Brilliant,  attractive,  and — of 
course — rare.  . 995 

1923- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 235 

1924- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen,  a  very  attractive  piece  that  is  sure  to 
satisfy.  . 550 


Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 


1925-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning.  A 
superb  gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by  few 
others  in  existence  anywhere.  II  you  are  a  con¬ 
noisseur  of  the  Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a 

show-stopper,  this  is  for  you! . 5,395 

1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality  and  a  bargain,  in  our  opinion.  ...  1,595 


Memorable  1926-D  Dime 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  com¬ 
bination  of  high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike, 


and  pleasing  visual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1926- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

1927- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1929-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1929-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1931  AU-50 . 20 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1935  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  glittering 
little  gem,  a  coin  of  especially  high  quality.  Not 
to  be  overlooked  is  its  status  as  the  lowest- mint¬ 
age  Proof  (4,130  pieces)  in  the  Mercury  dime 


series . 1,095 

1936  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1937- D  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 179 


1937-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL: 
We  recently  bought  a  small  group  and  they  are 


selling  fast!  Order  now  to  get  one . 179 

1938  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny 

surfaces . 149 

1938  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1938  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1938-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1938- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 265 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1940- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

194 1- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1941-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 38 

1941- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 


Charles  Davis  and  the 
Rare  Coin  Review 

The  following  is  from  numismatic  book¬ 
seller  Charles  Davis  in  his  sale  of  the  Henry 
Chapman  and  Numismatic  and  Antiquar¬ 
ian  Society  of  Philadelphia  Collection,  Lot 
918,  offering  the  Rare  Coin  Review  from 
1972  to  1996,  issues  15  to  110,  estimated  at 
$300: 

A  superb  set  of  the  best  executed  dealer 
fixed  price  list  with  important  coins  and 
worthwhile  articles  contained  in  each  num¬ 
ber. 

Also  from  Charles  Davis  under  Lot  320, 
a  listing  of  Rare  Coin  Reviews  from  3  to  14 
is  this  comment: 

Published  under  the  Hathaway  &  Bow¬ 
ers  name  Choice  and  Desirable  Coins  for 
issues  3-7,  Rare  Coins  for  issues  7-9,  and  the 
Bowers  &  Ruddy  name  Rare  Coin  Review 
(here  present  as  issues  10-14  but  which  is 
continued  to  the  present  day),  this  fixed 
price  list  is  the  longest  running  and  best- 
known  dealer  publication  produced  in  this 
country.  Through  its  27-year  history,  many 
rare  coins,  especially  colonials,  state  coin¬ 
age,  and  large  cents  have  been  offered  with 
short  papers  and  commentary  that  provide 
enjoyable,  instructional  reading. 

Thanks,  Charlie! 
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1941- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942- D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 595 

1942-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing . 310 

1942-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 115 

1942- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1943- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 26 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945-D  MS-66  (PQGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


Roosevelt  Dimes 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 
discovered  overmintmark  issue  which  is  becom¬ 


ing  more  popular  among  collectors . 375 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1953  Proof-65.  Heavy  die  polish . 22 


2M  Pieces 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  The  fields  are  lustrous,  if 
graded  separately,  would  be  MS-60  or  finer. 

You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 435 

1875-S  AU-55 . 375 

1875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces.  350 

1876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 

1878  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  with  light 

gold  and  blue  toning.  An  affordable  example  of 
this  scarce  Proof-only  issue . 1 ,950 

Quarter  Dollars 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  different  and  quite  desirable  quarter  dollars 
of  the  early  years  1806-1834.  As  a  class  these  are 
fairly  scarce,  and  there  has  never  been  a  time  in 
our  company  history  in  which  our  bank  vault  has 
been  overflowing  with  this  early  series.  We  note 
that  in  the  most  recent  issue  of  The  Asylum,  journal 


of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society,  our  client 
and  frequent  correspondent  Carl  Herkowitz  sub¬ 
mitted  an  article,  "Ard  W.  Browning  Through  a 
1 920  Looking  G1  ass.  It  seems  that  he  came  across 
a  1920  census  report  relating  to  Browning,  about 
whom  little  is  known,  and  found  that  in  that  year 
he  was  48  years  of  age,  claimed  Illinois  as  his  birth¬ 
place,  and  was  an  employee  at  the  Central  Islip 
(New  York)  State  Hospital.  Brownings  1925  work 
on  quarter  dollars  is  well  known  and,  in  fact,  in 
somewhat  revised  form  still  stands  as  the  main  ref¬ 
erence  today.  However,  much  remains  to  be  learned 
about  Browning  himself — how  did  he  collect  his 
coins,  what  happened  to  his  very  fine  cabinet  (used 
in  the  main  to  illustrate  his  book),  and  why  is  he 
so  unheralded  in  print?  Carl  took  a  giant  step  for¬ 
ward  by  letting  us  know  in  one  fell  swoop  as  much 
as  all  we  knew  about  Browning  before. 

1806  Browning-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Light  gray  ton¬ 


ing . 995 

1806  B-9.  VF-20.  Light  gray  toning . 750 


1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

Mint  State  1822  Quarter 


1822  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Light 
lilac  and  gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  very 
attractive  specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  ma¬ 


jor  rarity  in  a  grade  such  as  this . 3,650 

1822  B-l.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green,  rose 
and  gold . 1 ,795 

1822  B-1.  VF-25  (NGC) . 395 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  1,350 

1831  B-l.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  new 


reduced-diameter  design  and  format.  Sharply 
struck  and  very  attractive.  Just  purchased.  525 
1834  B-4.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Gorgeous  light  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 525 

Lilicily  Sealed  diiarlm 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  is  neces¬ 
sarily  brief — simply  because  the  series  in  general  is 
scarce,  and  relatively  few  can  be  obtained.  How¬ 
ever,  among  our  offerings  there  are  a  number  of 
interesting  coins  that  will  appeal  to  just  about  ev¬ 
ery  interest  level. 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 135 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35 . 75 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1858-S  F-15 . 145 

1861  EF-45 . 75 

1865-S  VF-20 . 299 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date 

in  any  grade . 750 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 490 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 269 

1875  AU-55 . 175 


Remarkable  Gem  1875-S  Quarter 


1875-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem,  remark¬ 
able  for  its  beauty  and  high  quality.  The  coin  is 
well  struck,  with  satiny,  lustrous  fields,  overlaid 
with  delicate  toning.  In  the  unlikely  event  that 
you  could  find  a  dozen  1 875-S  quarters  in  this 
numerical  grade  and  line  them  up  side  by  side, 
this  would  be  the  finest!  An  item  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur,  but  priced  at  only . 3,450 

1875-S  VF-20 . 155 

1877  VF-20 . 34 


Don’t  Miss  Our 
Free  Offer! 


Recently,  Jess  Patrick, 
who  operates  the  Patrick 
Mint,  showed  us  some 
token  samples  he  made, 
with  obverses  similar  to 
two  classic  American 
rarities,  the  1792  silver 
center  pattern  cent  and  the 
1793  half  cent.  We  ordered  1,000  each  of 
these,  and  sketched  a  few  words  about  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  to  be  used  on  the  reverse  die. 
If  you  request  it  when  placing 
your  coin  or  book  order  for 
$50  or  more,  we  will  send 
you  one  of  these  special 
tokens— your  choice.  Or, 
if  your  order  is  for  S 1 00  or 
more,  we’ll  send  you  both 
of  them.  These  must  be  re¬ 


quested.  Limit:  two  tokens  per  client. 


1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous. 
Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  A  few 
notches  quality-wise  above  the  usually  seen  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1 ,260 

1841  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive  with  iridescent 
toning  around  the  rims.  A  winner  in  the  eye- 
appeal  sweepstakes . 495 


If  you  want  to  buy  some  tokens , 
we  offer  these  for  $4.50  each ,  limit 
five  per  buyer. 

All  offers  are  subject  to  availability.  Once  our  supply 
is  depleted,  there  w  ill  be  no  more. 
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i  \m;n  states  silver  coins 


IS^-CC  MS-6-*  (NGC).  I  ight  gold  toning.  995 
1882  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  borders.  A  very  nice  example  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 875 

1891  Proof-62.  Brilliant  fields;  delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll 

ever  find  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1891-S  AU-50.  Toned . 175 

llarbtT  Ihiiiilcrs 

Our  comments  given  earlier  under  Barber  dimes 
are  equally  applicable  to  Barber  quarters.  In  past 


years,  emphasis  has  been  on  “type”  and  on  high 
grade  pieces,  and  certain  scarce  and  rare  dates  and 
mintmarks  have  been  neglected.  This  seems  to  be 
changing. 

We  also  mention — a  peek  behind  the  curtain — 
that  our  forthcoming  March  auction  has  a  simply 
stunning  presentation  of  Barber  dimes,  quarters, 
and  half  dollars — with  just  about  all  of  the  rarities, 
and  in  high  grade!  This  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to 
send  us  your  check  or  credit  card  authorization  for 
$95  to  be  sure  to  get  this  and  all  of  the  other  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues,  Rare  Coin  Review  issues,  and  Coin 
Collector  copies  that  we  ll  be  issuing  this  year.  Did 
you  know  that  when  you  send  us  $95,  you  get  pub¬ 


lications  that  cost  us  over  $200  to  produce  and  send 
to  you?  It  is  true!  If  there  is  a  better  buy  anywhere  in 
numismatics,  we  don’t  know  of  it. 

1892  Type  II.  MS-62  (NGC) . 175 

1892  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1892- 0  Type  II.  MS-60 . 285 

1893- 0  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at 

the  centers  deepens  to  golden  brown  peripher¬ 
ally.  .  850 

1894- S  AU-53 . 185 

1895- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  595 

1 896  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning.  Far  above  aver¬ 
age  in  quality. . 595 

1896- 0  F-15 . 89 


Day  Tripping  with  Ray  and  Pat  Merena 


►  Ray  and  Pat  in  front  of  an  exhibit  relating  to 
the  1907  American  coinage — a  pattern  version  of 
Victory  (Miss  Liberty)  which  was  the  preliminary 
design  for  the  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle. 


4  They  saw  a  version  of  the  Shaw  Memorial,  depicting 
black  troops  in  the  Civil  War — a  heroic  piece  of  statu¬ 
ary,  the  best-known  copy  of  which  is  in  Boston  Com¬ 
mon,  not  far  from  the  Massachusetts  State  House.  The 
artist’s  original  work  (from  which  the  Boston  statuary 
was  cast)  has  recently  been  restored  and  shipped  to 
Washington,  DC,  where  it  has  made  headlines  recendy. 


4  On  a  recent  day  trip  Ray  and  Pat  Merena  visited  the 
studio  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  in  Cornish,  NH, 
which  is  about  a  two-hour  drive  from  our  offices  in 
Wolfeboro.  Shown  here  is  Saint-Gaudens  home 
“Aspet,”  which  today  serves  as  the  central  facility  of  the 
National  Historic  Site  open  to  visitors  year  round. 

The  curator,  John  Dryfhout,  is  perhaps  the 
world’s  best-informed  scholar  on  the  work  of  the  art¬ 
ist. 
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lar  was  an  instant  success.  In  fact,  it  remained 
successful  throughout  its  entire  career  (certain 
numismatic  commentaries  notwithstanding).  A 
survey  taken  in  1  877  showed  that  such  pieces 
were  received  with  enthusiasm  at  their  intended 
destination,  the  Orient. 

However,  American  political  factors  inter¬ 
vened,  and  western  silver  mining  interests  suc¬ 
cessfully  sought  to  have  Uncle  Sam  participate  in 
a  new  program  whereby  the  government  would 
purchase  unneeded,  unwanted  silver  bullion  to 
the  extent  of  tens  of  millions  of  ounces  annually, 
and  coin  it  into  standard  silver  dollars — which 
For  a  number  of  years  I  have  been  intrigued  by  were  mostly  put  into  storage — the  familiar  Morgan  dollars 
United  States  trade  dollars,  but  I  have  never  pur-  that  we  know  today.  This  was  in  contrast  to  the  trade  dollars 
chased  one.  I  just  received  your  year-end  Rare  which  were  made  in  irregular  quantities,  only  at  the  request 


Question  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Coin  Review  and  saw  your  offer¬ 
ings  of  trade  dollars  on  page  53.  I  was 
reminded  again  of  my  interest  in 
them. 

My  question  is  this:  If  I  were  to 
purchase  a  “full  set”  of  trade  dollars 
of  good  quality,  both  to  enjoy  and  as 
an  investment,  which  items  would  it 
consist  of  and  what  would  it  cost? 

I  realize  that  this  is  a  rather  vague 
question,  but  I  hope  you  can  help  me.  I  turn 
60  next  year  and  am  thinking  about  giving  myself  this  as 
a  birthday  present. 

Many  thanks  for  any  assistance  you  can  provide. 
— R.L.R. 

A  Trade  dollars  have  always  been  one  of  my  favor¬ 
ite  series,  representing  as  they  do  “silver  dollars” 
minted  during  an  era  after  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  ended,  but  before  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  began.  For 
the  first  several  years  of  the  existence  of  this  denomination, 
trade  dollars  were  legal  tender  in  the  channels  of  commerce 
in  America,  until  Congress  repealed  this  provision  on  July 
22,  1876.  Meanwhile,  silver  dollars  saw  service  in  various 
transactions. 

However,  the  primary  function  of  the 
trade  dollar  was  to  serve  as  a  medium  of 
exchange  in  transactions  with  the  Ori¬ 
ent.  Chinese  merchants  who  had  tea, 
silk,  wrought  goods,  and  other  items  for 
sale  wanted  payment  in  their  favorite 
metal — silver.  United  States  currency 
was  not  wanted,  and  gold  was  not  par¬ 
ticularly  in  favor.  The  primary  coins 
used  in  such  trade  were  the  Mexican 
eight  reals  or  “milled  dollars.”  Accounts 
record  that  American  merchants  who  de¬ 
sired  to  purchase  things  in  China  had  to 
go  to  bullion  dealers  and  buy  Spanish- 
American  silver  coins  at  a  premium  of 
several  percent  in  order  to  remit  pay¬ 
ment. 

In  1873  the  United  States  trade  dol- 


of  bullion  depositors  who  wanted  trade  dollars  to  be  made 
from  metal.  Thus,  in  contrast,  trade  dollars  had  not  been  a 
political  boondoggle  or  federal  subsidy,  and  there  was  no 
particular  favor  done  to  western  silver  mining  interests. 
Morgan  silver  dollars  proved  to  be  a  different  matter, 
and  over  a  period  of  years  the  government  purchased 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  of  this  metal  in  its  sub¬ 
sidizing  of  the  silver  market. 

Returning  more  closely  to  the  subject  of  your  inquiry, 
the  trade  dollar  was  made  in  “business  strike”  or  circulating 
form  from  1873  through  1878.  Thus,  business  strikes  can  be 
considered  to  be  a  series  unto  themselves.  A  basic  set  of  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  consists  of  one  each  of  the  issues  from  the  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Carson  City,  and  San  Francisco  mints  from  1873 
through  1878  inclusive,  except  that  in  1878  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  did  not  make  business  strikes.  Thus,  there  are  17  pieces 
in  such  a  set.  The  prime  scarcity  in  a  business  strike  set  is  the 
1878-CC,  of  which  only  9,700  were  minted,  and  most  of 
which  are  believed  to  have  been  melted.  Currently  in  A  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  a  specimen  catalogues  $1,400  in 
EF  grade,  but  the  market  price  is  apt  to  be  a  few  hundred 
dollars  higher  than  that.  The  same  reference  lists  1878-CC 
trade  dollars  in  VG-8  grade  for  $400  and  F-12  for  $550,  but 
these  pieces  are  virtually  non-existent,  as  they  were  made  in 
the  last  year  of  the  series,  and  did  not  cir¬ 
culate  long  after  that  time.  In  lact,  a 
VG-8  1878-CC  trade  dollar  would  be 
rarer  than  an  1 804  silver  dollar!  (and,  as 
you  probably  know,  an  1 804  silver  dollar 
is  valued  at  the  million  dollar  level  or 
more.)  1  mention  this  simply  to  indicate 
that  the  listing  of  a  particular  coin  in  even 
a  low  grade  in  the  Guide  Book  does  not 
indicate  that  it  exists  or  is  available. 

Still,  for,  say,  in  the  $2,000  range  an 
EF-40  1878-CC  will  probably  not  deter 
you  from  achieving  completion.  Most  ol 
the  other  business  strike  dates  and 
mintmarks  cost  far  less  and  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  less  than  $500  each  in  attrac¬ 
tive  high-circulated  grades. 

_______ _____ __  Among  business  strikes  there  is  a  cu¬ 

rious  overmintmark,  the  1875-S  over 
lar  became  a  reality,  and  America  had  its  own  trade  coin.  CC,  which  is  fairly  scarce,  but  sufficiently  available  that  you 

Weighing  in  at  420  grains  of  90%  pure  silver,  the  trade  dol-  will  have  no  difficulty  obtaining  one. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of 
American  numismatics. 
All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave 
Bowers  and  our  staff 
and  selected  questions 
will  be  used  in  this 
column. 


Page  2S 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 2 1 


iUIKSTION&ANSIVKK  FORUM 


Separately  you  can  collect  Proof  trade  dollars  of  each  year  from 
18T3  through  1883  inclusive.  Alter  business  strikes  were  no  longer 
made.  Proofs  continued  to  be  struck  lor  the  numismatic  market.  All 
ol  the  Prools  just  mentioned  are  fairly  scarce,  and  in  high  grades  those 
ot  the  earlier  years,  particularly  1873-1876,  can  be  called  rare.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  a  lew  specimens  were  struck  bearing  the  dates  1 884  and  1 885 
but  were  not  generally  distributed  and,  in  lact,  their  existence  was  not 
known  to  the  numismatic  community  until  1907-1908. 

With  regard  to  the  total  cost  for  a  business  strike  set  1873-1878  in 
EF  to  AU,  including  the  rare  1878-CC,  you  are  looking  at 
an  expenditure  ol  less  than  $10,000.  Regarding  Proofs, 
the  current  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  lists  each 
date  ol  the  1873-1883  dates,  1 1  pieces  in  all,  at  $2,000 
each  in  Proof-63  grade.  Choice  Proof-63  pieces  might 
cost  a  bit  more  than  this,  and  unattractive  ones  a  bit  less, 
but  using  $2,000  as  a  median,  this  comes  to  $22,000  for 
1 1  pieces.  Add  the  figure  just  mentioned  for  the  business 
strikes,  and  the  complete  set  of  one  ol  each  date  and  mint  of 
business  strike  1873-1878  plus  one  of  each  date  of  Proof 
1873-1883  would  be  just  a  bit  over  $30,000.  Of  course,  this 
set  would  be  a  bit  redundant  inasmuch  as  you  would  have 
both  business  strikes  and  Proofs  of  the  years  1873  through 
1 877.  The  Proofs  of  these  five  years  could  be  dropped  out, 
if  you  wish,  reducing  the  cost. 

Ql  A  * 

You  folks  seem  to  know  everything.  So, 
here  goes:  How  will  global  warming  af¬ 
fect  the  rare  coin  market?  What  about  El 
Nino?  — R.G. 

A  Whether  or  not  global  warming  exists  depends 
upon  to  whom  you  talk.  Most  New  Hampshire 
residents  would  agree  with  us  that  a  little  global 
warming  would  be  quite  useful  this  time  of  year!  As  to  how 
it  will  affect  the  coin  market,  I  suspect  that  anyone  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  printing  propaganda  about  global  warming — such  as  the 
outfit  that  recently  sent  us,  for  some  unknown  reason,  an  eight- 
page  fax  about  it — will  be  making  lots  of  money.  If  they  use  their 
profits  to  buy  rare  coins,  this  will  help  in  a  small  way  to  elevate  the 
market. 

If  the  ice  caps  melt  and  coastal  areas  flood,  the  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  mints  will  be  inundated,  thus  giving  more  business  to  the 
mile-high  Denver  Mint.  This  means  that  in  time,  “P”  and  “S”  coins 
will  be  like  dinosaurs  and  Carson  City  Mint  coins,  they  will  be  part 
of  antiquity. 

Concerning  El  Nino,  I  hear  tell  that  it  will  produce  more  rain  in 
Southern  California  than  is  usually  the  case.  If  this  comes  to  pass,  we 
expect  that  coin  sales  will  increase  as  residents  of  that  semi-tropical  area 
will  be  forced  to  spend  more  time  indoors,  and  some  of  these  residents 
will  use  the  time  to  read  about  and  buy  rare  coins. 

Any  more  questions? 

1  It  It 

How  did  the  lone  1870-S  half  dime  come  to  be?  I  read 
an  article  stating  that  it  was  discovered  in  a  “junk  box” 
in  1978.  It  was  not  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  before  this 
time.  Why  was  it  struck,  and  how  did  it  get  authenticated?  I  ob¬ 
serve  that  PCGS  has  certified  it  MS-63. 

1  he  extremely  rare  silver  dollar  of  the  same  date  was  known, 


so  did  the  Mint,  unbeknownst  to  the  public,  decide  to  do  a  half 
dime  for  “someone  special,”  along  with  a  couple  of  $3  gold  pieces? 
Incidentally,  I  heard  that  a  Mint  State  1870-S  dollar  was  discov¬ 
ered  in  an  inheritance  of  random  coins  in  Colorado  two  years  ago, 
and  it  was  sold  for  $420,000.  Did  you  know  about  this?  — K.C. 


A 


With  regard  to  the  1870-S  half  dime,  this  was  discovered 
in  the  Chicago  area  and  publicized  by  Ed  Milas  of  Rarcoa 
in  1978.  In  time  the  coin  was  viewed  by  a  number  of  au¬ 
thorities,  ourselves  included,  who  all  agreed  that  it  was  authen¬ 
tic.  We  offered  this  coin  in  our  auction  of  September  1985,  Lot 
174;  a  copy  ol  our  description  is  being  sent  to  you  under  sepa¬ 
rate  cover. 

So  far  as  I  know,  only  one  1 870-S  $3  gold  coin  exists,  that 
being  the  specimen  auctioned  by  us  as  part  of  The  Eliasberg 
Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins  in  1982,  Lot  296. 

Concerning  the  1870-S  Mint  State  dollar  surfacing  in 
a  Colorado  estate,  this  is  one  I  haven’t  heard  of,  al¬ 
though  my  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  does  note  that 
an  Uncirculated  1870-S  dollar  is  said  to  have  turned  up 
in  San  Francisco,  but  the  owner  has  not  made  it  available 
for  detailed  authentication  or  inspection. 

The  silver  issues  of  1870-S  remain  a  minor  mystery  in 
American  numismatics.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
if  an  1870-S  quarter  dollar  was  ever  struck.  Apparently, 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  either  lost  or  did  not  keep  records 
of  what  was  struck,  except  for  the  dimes  (50,000  pieces) 
and  hall  dollars  (1,040,000).  Among  the  1870-S  gold 
issues,  the  $1  has  its  own  little  mystery,  and  it  is 
thought  that  of  the  3,000  coined,  1 ,000  were  with¬ 
out  the  S  mintmark. 

^  ^ 

In  your  catalogues  you  have  men¬ 
tioned  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society.  Can  you  please  send  me  in¬ 
formation  for  membership  in  the  group?  — T.O. 


Q 


A 


Thank  you  for  your  letter.  For  information  write  to  Mr. 
Frank  Van  Zandt,  Membership  Secretary,  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society,  6032  Van  Zandt  Road,  Livonia, 
NY  14487. 

The  NBS  is  a  very  worthwhile  group,  and  we  heartily  recommend 
that  everybody  join  it!  Each  issue  of  its  journal,  The  Asylum,  has  lots  ol 
“stulf”  about  old  numismatic  books,  obscure  auction  catalogues,  the 
lives  of  old-time  collectors  and  dealers,  etc.  The  current  editor  is 
George  F.  Kolbe,  the  well-known  numismatic  bookseller. 


Be  sure  not  to  miss  our 
book  section  for  some 
great  deals.  You'll  find  it 
starting  on  page  60. 
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UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  COINS 


1 900- S  AU-50 . 125 

1902  Proof-61.  Brilliant  and,  for  the  grade,  very 

pleasing . 395 

1902-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1902-0  VF-25 . 65 

1904-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  original  lustre  still 
remains.  A  hard-to-find  key  issue,  a  find  for  the 
Barber  quarter  specialist  who  opts  not  to  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  for  a  choice  Mint  State 


coin . 525 

1906  EF-45 . 85 

1907  Proof-60.  Iridescent  toning . 350 

1907  VF-20 . 34 

1908-D  VF-35 . 45 

1908- 0  AU-55 . 139 

1909- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 165 

1911-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595 

191 1-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of  se¬ 

lected  quality;  but,  then,  you  know  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  client  that  quality  is  very  impor¬ 
tant . 1,895 

1914  AU-58.  Brilliant . 145 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1915  AU-50 . 110 

191 5- D  EF-40 . 69 

1 91 5- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 235 

1916  Barber.  AU-50 . 1 10 

1916- D  Barber.  VF-20 . 34 


Stand  i  no  Li  herb  Quarters 

Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  when 
you  build  a  high-grade  ser!  We  are  very  particular 
when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory,  and  we  know 
you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you  receive  from  us. 
Check  what  we  have  to  offer: 

1917-  D  Type  I.  MS-63  FH.  Brilliant . 465 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 

Not  easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high 
grade  and  high  quality. . 725 

1918-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  brilliant  and 

quite  beautiful  specimen . 650 

1919  AU-50 . 109 

1919- D  EF-45  (NGC) . 345 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as  a  key 

issue.  A  beautiful  specimen  that  is  guaranteed 

to  please  (as  always) . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Attractive  with  light  toning . 350 

1923-S  EF-40 . 435 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1926  MS-60 . 113 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 

item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1 ,195 

1926-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Lots  of  brilliance  and 
lustre  combined  with  an  aura  of  rarity  make  this 
new  purchase  an  excellent  value  for  only  ...  435 


1928-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 120 


1929-S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1930  AU-58  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1930  AU-55 . 59 


Wiisliiiiolon  lliiiirlm 

Our  offering  of  Washington  quarters  includes  a 
wide  variety  of  dates  and  mints — offering  many 
possibilities  if  you  are  a  specialist.  Quality  is  al¬ 
ways  foremost  when  we  buy,  and  you  will  like  what 


you  see  when  your  order  arrives. 

1932  MS-64  (NGC) . 48 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1934  Small  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC) . 99 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 259 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 34 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 285 

1935- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 49 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  A  prize  example 
of  this  modern  Proof  rarity. . 875 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest-mintage 
issue  among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  A 
beautiful  coin . 750 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1936- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in 

Mint  State  (but  of  no  particular  account  in 
worn  grades).  A  lovely  specimen . 475 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1937-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1939- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1940- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1940-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1945-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 99 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 


Hall  Hollars 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  wide 
variety  of  half  dollars  from  the  earliest  type,  the 
Flowing  Hair  style  (as  represented  by  three  pieces 
dated  1795)  onward  to  modern  times.  Along  the 
way  are  many  interesting  purchase  opportunities. 

Flowiii!?  Iliiir  Hall Hollars 

1795  Overton-104.  F-12.  Attractive  surfaces  with 
light  gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 

first  design  type  in  the  series . 1,250 

The  Flowing  Hair  style  was  used  only  in  1 794  and  1 795. 
Counterparts  were  made  in  the  half  dime  and  dollar  series  as 
well. 

1795  O-108a.  VG-8.  A  pleasing  specimen  at  this 
grade  level . 625 


1795  O-lll  Three  Leaves  50C 


1795  O-lll.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4. 
VF-25  (NGC).  The  Three  Leaves  issue  is  a 
sub-type  which  places  the  variety  in  special  de¬ 
mand .  6,900 

From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection. 
As  a  sub-type  the  1795  with  three  leaves  below  each 
wing  on  the  reverse  is  over  100  times  rarer  than  the  usually 
seen  Two  Leaves  style.  Its  listing  in  the  Guide  Book  has  in¬ 
creased  the  demand  substantially  over  the  years.  Most  known 
pieces  are  well  worn,  considerably  lower  in  grade  than  the 
showpiece  offered  here. 

Ilraped  linsl  Hall  Hollars 

1803  0-102.  Large  3.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Draped 
Bust  obverse,  as  first  employed  in  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  series  in  1801 . 495 

rapped  linsl  Hall  hollars 

I, ellen'd  Edge 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  with  lettered  edge,  de¬ 
signed  by  John  Reich,  were  produced  from  1 807 


We  Enjoy  Coins  Ourselves. . . 

...and  we  will  do  your  best  to  share  our 
enjoyment  with  you.  Coin  collecting  has 
been  called  the  world’s  finest  hobby.  The 
building  of  a  fine  collection  can  be  a  stimu¬ 
lating  mental  challenge,  a  pleasant  pursuit, 
an  escape  from  the  cares  of  the  everyday 
world.  And,  no  two  collections  are  ever 
exactly  alike. 
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through  1836  inclusive.  The  span  comprises  many 
interesting  overdates  and  die  varieties.  At  the  time, 
silver  dollars  were  not  being  struck,  and  half  dol¬ 
lars  took  the  position  as  the  largest  silver  coin  of 
the  realm.  Thus,  quantities  were  used  as  specie  re¬ 
serves  by  banks,  for  bulk  transactions,  and  other 
purposes.  This  resulted  in  large  numbers  being 
minted  and,  simultaneously,  pieces  being  stored 
without  the  normal  effects  of  circulation.  Thus, 
today  the  half  dollars  of  this  era  are  more  readily 
available  in  higher  grades — such  as  EF,  AU,  and 
Mint  State — than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

The  following  listing  contains  many  interesting 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars.  Look  over  our  selection 
carefully,  and  order  with  the  confidence  that  each 
piece  is  of  selected  quality — guaranteed  to  please. 

1809  0-109.  IIII  edge.  AU-50  (NGC) . 750 

1811  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in 

pleasing  rainbow  hues . 635 

1817  0-113  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 
brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of 
the  Overton  Condition  Census  for  the  die  vari¬ 
ety,  which  is  listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 . 995 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate . 1 ,695 

1820/19  0-101  AU-50  (ANACS) . 750 

1820/19  0-102.  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 

1820  0-105.  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent 

toning.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Long  recognized 
as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series . 950 

1821  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 


1823  0-1 1 1.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..  1,850 

1824  0-111.  AU-50 . 285 

1825  0-112.  AU-55 . 335 

1825  0-112.  AU-50 . 285 

1826  0-1 20a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Needle-sharp  obverse  strike,  almost  a  presen¬ 
tation  issue.  Remarkable!  .  1,950 

1827  0-1 20a.  Square-Base  2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  425 

1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2.  AU-50.  Satiny  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,295 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 . 275 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very 

conservatively  graded.  In  our  opinion  this  coin 
could  easily  be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  in¬ 
stance  it  would  be  priced  several  hundred  dollars 
higher).  Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden 
brown  toning.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive  by  a 
heavy  die  crack  connecting  the  eagles  right  wing 
(viewers  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  high  grades;  key  major  variety. . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 

gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  attractive . 1,295 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 
the  compounder  of  Houck’s  Panacea,  Balti¬ 
more.  VF-35.  Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  es- 


About  the  Rare  1853-0  No-Arrows  50 <t 


Julian  Leidman  recently  wrote  to  clarify 
the  pedigree  on  the  “King  speci¬ 
men”  of  the  exceedingly  rare 
1853-0  No  Arrows  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar,  of  which  there 
are  just  three  specimens  known. 

The  three  are:  1.  Garrett  speci¬ 
men  (now  in  the  Queller  Collec¬ 
tion);  finest  known,  VF-20. 

2.  Eliasberg  specimen  (Lot  1955 
in  our  April  1997  sale  of  this 
part  ofThe  Eliasberg  Collection), 

VG-8.  3.  The  King  specimen, 

G-6,  delineated  below,  now  with 
a  slightly  revised  pedigree. 

THE  KING  SPECIMEN: 

•  Colin  E.  King  (1892). 

•  Col.  E.H.R.  Green  (this giv¬ 
ing  Green  the  ownership  of  two 
examples). 

•  Anderson-DuPont  Sale,  Stack’s,  1954. 

•  C.A.  Cass  (“Empire”)  sale,  Stack’s,  1 957. 

•  A.M.  and  Paul  Kagin,  Hollinbeck 
Coin  Co. 


R.E.  Cox,  Jr.,  sale,  Stack’s,  1962. 

•  E.  Yale  Clarke  sale,  Stack’s, 
1975. 

•  Julian  Leidman. 

•  Roy  Ash  offered  it  for  sale 
(but  never  owned  it). 

•  Appeared  in  the  Leon 
Goodman  sale,  but  he  did  not 
own  it,  and  it  did  not  sell. 

•Julian  Leidman,  the  owner, 
traded  it  to  the  following: 

•  Jules  Reiver. 

•  Julian  Leidman  acted  as 
agent  for  Jules  Reiver  and  sold  it 
to: 

•  Jonathan  Kern,  who  sold  it 
through: 

•  Charles  Barasch,  into  a: 

•  New  England  collection. 

•  The  owner  of  the  NE  col¬ 
lection  sold  it  through  Charles 

Barasch,  Julian  Leidman,  Kenneth  Goldman, 
and  South  Florida  Rare  Coins  to  a: 

•  California  collector  (who  owns  and 
cherishes  it  today). 


The 

Eliasberg 

Specimen 


pecially  deep  and  bold .  785 

Upon  request  by  the  buyer  we  will  send  a  sketch  of  the 
history  of  Houck  and  his  patent  medicine,  which  seems  to 
have  been  extensively  advertised  on  half  dollars. 

1833  0-107.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1834  0-101.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 315 

1834  0-1 16.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  and 

gray  toning  over  much  original  lustre . 345 


Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 

1838  Reeded  edge.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 395 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set . 4,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

Liberty  Seafetl  Half  Dollars 

Half  dollars  of  this  design  type  have  always  been 
popular,  and  no  wonder- — there  are  many  different 
varieties  available,  and  prices  for  the  most  part  are 
quite  reasonable.  All  but  just  a  handful  of  varieties 
can  be  obtained  by  the  patient  specialist. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer 
something  for  every  taste — scarcities  and  rarities 
such  as  the  1850-0  and  the  1866-S  (No  Motto), 
as  well  as  many  highly  affordable  “types”  and  other 
issues.  Enjoy  our  presentation. 

1840  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning . 279 

1840- 0  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  interesting,  in¬ 

deed  quite  curious  variety  with  extended  den¬ 
ticles  on  the  obverse,  with  the  result  that  there 
is  virtually  no  space  between  the  outer  tips  of 
the  stars  and  the  teeth  in  the  border . 295 

1841- 0  Wiley  Bugert-101 .  Large  mintmark.  Stray 

1  in  denticles.  AU-50 . 215 

1842  Medium  date.  AU-58 . 325 

1842  WB-106.  Medium  date.  Recut  18.  EF-45.  ..149 
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Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums  to  beauti¬ 
fully  display  your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  albums,  which  are  made 
with  the  finest  materials  and  superb  craftsmanship!  The  ports  on  each  page  will  hold  your 
coins  securely,  and  each  port  is  imprinted  to  properly  identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully  gold  embossed  to  fur¬ 
nish  a  truly  luxurious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  about  15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 


These  superbly  crafted  coin  display  holders  will 
show  off j your  coin  collection  to  its  finest  advantage! 

Dansco  Coin  Albums 


Deluxe  Albums 

p*  “All-in-one”  construction  folds 
out  to  allow  display  without 
turning  pages. 

p'  Coins  are  open  to  the  air,  ideal 
for  circulated  coins. 

P  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to 
insert  coins. 

P  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins 
and  inscribed  with  year,  mint, 
and  number  minted. 

p  Bound  in  handsome,  gold 
embossed,  simulated  leather. 

D-90  Indian  Head  Cent  1856-1909  ..  $3.60 

D-112  Buffalo  Nickel  1913-1938  .  S3.60 


D-122  Liberty  Dime  1892-1916 . $3.60 

D-141  Washington  Quarter  1932-1962  $5.40 

D- 160  Liberty  Standing  Hall  Dollar . $6.30 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1948-1963 . $3.60 

Supreme  Albums 

P  Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated  and 
washable. 

P  Ports  are  covered  with  acetate  slides  to 
protect  and  allow  viewing  of  both  sides 
of  your  coins. 

p  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simu¬ 
lated  leather,  gold-embossed  binder. 

D-7070U.S.  Type-major  coins  from  1800 ....  $18.95 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages .  $18.95 


D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents .  $14.95 

D-8100  Lincoln  Cents-1909  to  date,  including 

Proof-only .  $22.95 

D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents-1959  to  date. 

including  Proof-only .  $14.95 

D-71 11  Liberty  Nickels .  $12.95 

D-71 12  Buffalo  Nickels .  $12.95 

D-7120  Dimes-from  1892  .  $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes .  $12.95 

D-7123  Mercury  Dimes .  $12.95 

D-7130  Liberty'  Head  Quarters  1892-1916 . 816.95 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters . $12.95 

D-8140  Washington  Quarters-from  1932,  includ¬ 
ing  Proof-only .  $22.95 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  Half  Dollars  1892- 
1915 . $16.95 


Kingswood  Display  Holders 


Protect,  store,  and  display  your  collection  to  its  finest  advantage — all  with 
our  Kingswood  Display  Holders.  Made  of  sturdy  8x10  Lucite  plastic,  black 
with  individually  stamped  bright  gold  letters,  sandwiched  between  two  clear 
sheets,  and  secured  with  screws  at  the  border;  these  holders  are  the  finest  on 
the  market. 

Regularly  $28.50  each — you  can  order  now  from  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  for  only  $24.50.  That’s  a  savings  of  almost  15%! 


Type  Collection  Holders 

KW-l  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver, 
1793-1799 

KW-2  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver, 
1800-1830 

KW-3  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver, 
1831-1850 

KW-4  Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver, 
1851-1860 

KW-5  New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver 
1861-1900 

KW-6  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver 
1901-1950 

KW-7  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver 
1951  Onward 


KW-8  New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 
KW-9  Gold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVI1 
KW-l  1  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-12  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 
KW- 1 3  Commemorative  Silver  &  Clad,  1 937- 1 986 
KW-14  New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 
KW-15  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 
KW-191  U  S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head 
Types,  Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 
KW-21 1  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KW-212  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 
KW-213  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collection 
KW-230  United  States  HalfCent  Types  1793- 1 857 
KW-231  United  States  HalfCent  and  Large  Cent 
Types,  1793-1857 

KW-232  United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 


KW-233  United  States  Coinage  Designs-Two, 
Three,  and  Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 
KW-234  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 
KW-235  United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-236  United  States  Quarter  Types,  1 796  to  Date 
KW-238  United  States  Dollar  Tvpes-Regular  Is¬ 
sues,  .900  Silver,  1794-1935 
KW-240  United  States  DollarTypes,  1794  to  1987 

Date  Collection  Holders 

KW-l  00  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878 
KW-101  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909 
KW-111  Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938 
KW-130  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923 
KW-131  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930 
KW-133  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952 
KW- 1 40  Liberty'  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919 
KW-141  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934 
KW-l  42  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940 
KW-143  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947 
KW-l 50  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 
KW-15 1  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883 
KW-152  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887 
KW-l 53  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 
KW-154  Morgan  Dollars.  1892-1895 
KW-155  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900 


D-71 60  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars  1916- 

1947  . $16.95 

D-71 61  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars  1941- 

1947 . $12.95 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars . $12.95 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  $16.95 
D-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  $16.95 
D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  .  $12.95 
D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set  $1 4.95 
D-7097  Commemorative  Coins 
1890s . S12.95 

>!# 
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KW-156  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921 
KW-157  Morgan  Dollars.  20th-Century 
Issues  1901-1921 

KW-192  U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents- 
Business  Strike  Issues  1849-1857 
KW-239  U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878- 
1987 

KW-l 81  United  States  20th-Centun  Lib¬ 
erty  Eagles 

KW-201  United  States  Silver  Eagles,  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  Hall  Dollar 
KW-202  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint- 
Gaudens  Double  Eagle 
KW-203  United  States  Gold  Eagles.  Saint- 
Gaudens  Double  Eagle 
KW-260  Morgan  6  Peace  Dollars,  Mint 
Collection 


18-*3  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS-b^.  Lustrous  and 


beautiful . 1,495 

1843  Shattered  Obverse  die.  AU-50 . 265 

1843  Cracked  Obverse.  EF-45 . 1 15 

1844  AU-50 . 179 

1844  Stray  8  in  denticles.  EF-40 . 85 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Splendid  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Most  probably  from  an  old-time  collec¬ 
tion .  1,095 


Remarkable  1850-0  Half  Dollar 


1850-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attrac¬ 
tively  toned.  Needle-sharp  definition  of  detail. 
This  gorgeous  1850-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist.  Here  is  a  coin  that  will 
be  contemplated  with  pleasure  for  many  years 

to  come . 4,750 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant  with 
lots  of  mint  frost.  Popular  one-year  design 
type .  1,395 

Issued  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  which 
reduced  the  authorized  weight  of  the  silver  half  dime,  dime, 
quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar.  Beginning  about  1850,  the 
price  of  silver  bullion  rose  on  international  markets,  and  it 
became  profitable  to  take  current  coins  and  melt  them  down 
for  their  bullion  value.  By  early  1853,  scarcely  a  silver  coin 
was  to  be  seen  in  circulation.  The  Act  of  February  21  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  pieces  struck  under  this  legislation 
were  subsequently  seen  in  quantity  in  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce.  To  signify  the  authorized  change,  arrows  were  added 
to  the  date  and  rays  to  the  reverse.  The  rays  were  dropped  in 
1854,  and  the  arrows  were  dropped  in  1856,  although  the 


new  lower  weight  remained  the  same. 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 110 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-58.  Heavy  obverse  cracks.  375 

1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 285 

1855- 0  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 350 

1856- S  VF-20 . 225 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  date.  EF-40 . 99 

1858  AU-58 . 255 

1858  AU-55 . 235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1859  EF-40 . 139 

1860-0  WB-1 05.  Recut  mintmark.  AU-50.  ..  195 


1861  AU-58.  Brilliant . 235 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 


1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-63. 

Full  brill  iant  mint  frost.  Delightlul  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist.  While  the  1862-S  half  dollar  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  in  choice  Mint  State  it 
is  somewhat  of  a  rarity.  . 1,350 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  MS-62.  Ivory  satin 
lustre  with  very  faint  splashes  of  golden  brown. 
An  aesthetically  delightful  example  of  this  rar¬ 
ity.  Total  mintage  not  known,  but  estimated  at 
60,000  by  the  Guide  Book . 5,950 

1869  AU-55 . 175 

1869-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 
Mint  State . 1,450 

1870  WB-1 02.  AU-50 . 195 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 

Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices 
beautifully  complement  the  satiny  fields.  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale 
champagne  at  the  rims.  An  important  condition 
rarity  this  nicely  preserved . 3,895 

In  this  year  the  authorized  weight  of  the  dime,  quarter, 
and  half  dollar  were  reduced  very  slightly,  and  to  signify  this, 
arrows  were  added  to  the  date  in  1873  and  1874  (but  were 
dropped  in  1875,  although  the  lowered  weight  remained  the 
same). 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning. 
Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces.  1,595 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-60  (PCI).  Nicely  toned.  .795 

1874  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 495 

1874  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Incredibly  popular  as  a  “type"  coin . 465 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1875  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219 

1875  AU-55  (NGC) . 185 

1875-CC  Small  CC.  WB-1 02.  Rarity-7+.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satiny,  white  surfaces  with  a 
blending  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are 
visible  in  the  obverse  fields . 1,250 


1875-CC  AU-55  (ANACS) . 325 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-60 . 375 

1 877- S  Drapery.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235 

1878  AU-55 . 245 


1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Splendid  light  gunmetal- 
blue  and  gray  toning.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of 
a  highly  prized,  low-mintage  date.  Hand-picked 
quality  (you  would  have  to  consider  several  half 
dollars  graded  Proof-64  in  order  to  find  one  of 

this  exceptional  eye  appeal) . 1,350 

1889  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  toning.  Low-mintage 
date . 625 

Barber  Hall  Dollars 

As  noted  under  Barber  dimes,  and  to  a -lesser  ex¬ 
tent  Barber  quarters  in  this  issue,  these  series  are 
enjoying  a  resurgence  of  popularity.  We  have  al¬ 
ways  liked  Barber  coins  and  have  sought  to  acquire 
nice  pieces  for  our  inventory.  Today  there  is  a  lot  of 
value  to  be  had  in  terms  of  true  scarcity,  especially 
among  such  grades  as  high-level  AU  and  the  lower 
numbers  in  Mint  State.  For  example,  by  any  stan¬ 
dard  you  wish  to  apply,  the  1901-0  half  dollar  of¬ 
fered  in  this  issue,  MS-63  for  $3,750,  is  a  major 
rarity — and  yet  the  price  is  within  the  range  of 
nearly  all  serious  collectors.  Perhaps  indicative  of 
the  rarity  is  this  challenge:  if  you  had  unlimited 
funds  and  offered  to  pay  $100,000  each  for  every 
1 90 1-0  MS-63  half  dollar  offered  to  you,  but  only 
on  the  condition  that  you  could  buy  a  total  of  100 
pieces,  your  money  would  go  unspent.  In  fact,  we 
doubt  if  more  than  five  to  10  pieces  would  be  ten¬ 
dered  totally!  This  illustration  is,  of  course,  a  bit 
dramatic — but  it  does  show  that  a  truly  rare  coin 
can  be  obtained  for  a  truly  reasonable  price. 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
separately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous 


specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1 ,050 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 


1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 

1893- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  with  frosty 

surfaces.  A  very  attractive  example,  a  quality 
coin.  In  comparison  to  the  demand,  such  pieces 
are  quite  rare . 875 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  with  light  rose 

peripheral  toning . 1,525 

1894- S  MS-63,  proof  like.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 

1894- S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 395 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 675 

1895- 0  AU-50,  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning, 

somewhat  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 

type  set  or  specialized  collection . 1,800 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  ol  value  for  the  money.  We 


guarantee  you’ll  agree!  . 1,695 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 

1899  VF-35 . HO 

1900-S  EF-45 . 235 

1901  AU-58  (NGC) . 389 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 349 


As  We  Go  To  Press. . . 

. .  .each  and  every  coin  listed  in  this  issue  is 
actually  in  our  stock.  However,  many  pieces 
are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  inventory.  For 
this  reason,  we  recommend  that  you  give 
i  second  choices  when  you  place  your  order. 

These  will  be  used  only  if  your  first  choices 
I  have  been  sold. 
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Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 


1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  A 
brilliant  and  very  beautiful  example,  one  with 
the  aesthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand- 

selected  MS-64  coin . . . 3,750 

1904  AU-58.  Brilliant . 445 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS) . 445 

1904-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 

1905  AU-50 . 375 

1906  MS-62.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint 

of  gold . 600 

1906-D  AU-55 . 395 

1906- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 450 

1907- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not 

a  rarity,  but  certainly  quite  elusive  when  you  try 
to  find  one!  Struck  during  the  twilight  years  of 
the  New  Orleans  Mint . 895 

1907- S  AU-50 . 675 

1908- D  AU-50 . , . 325 

1908-0  EF-40 . .' . 140 

1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1910-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning.  Very  attractive!  In 
fact,  in  terms  of  eye  appeal  this  will  measure  up 

to  most  MS-63  coins! . 995 

1912-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 825 

1912-D  AU-50 . 345 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 
A  gorgeous  example  of  this  highly  important 
date.  From  the  standpoint  of  business  strike 
Barber  half  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  the  1913  in  Mint  State  is  an  awesome 
rarity.  And,  the  quality  of  this  piece  is  really 

wonderful .  1,595 

1913  AU-50.  Brilliant.  A  prize  Barber  half  dollar. 
One  of  dozens  of  desirable  halves  we  have  just 
purchased  and  which  are  offered  for  the  first 
time  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  .795 


Magnificent  1913-S  Half  Dollar 


1913-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  issues  among  Barber  half  dollars  of  the 
20th  century. . 3,950 


1914  AU-50.  Brill  iant.  Famous  low-mintage  date. 
A  happy  combination  of  rarity,  high  quality 
(relatively),  and  low  price  (relatively).  A  key  to 
the  series;  fewer  were  struck  of  the  1914  than 
any  other  Barber  half  dollar . 775 

filHMly  Walkiiii>  Hall  llollais 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Produced  in  1916 
as  part  of  a  general  redesign  of  the  American  silver 
series,  the  motif  was  by  highly  acclaimed  sculptor 
Adolph  Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury 
dime). 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  produced  in¬ 
termittently  through  1933,  and  continuously  from 
that  point  through  1947.  The  series  can  be  conve¬ 
niently  divided  into  “early”  issues  1916-1929  and 
later  issues  1933-1947.  A  nice  way  to  collect  is  to 
obtain  as  many  as  possible  in  the  later  series,  none 
of  which  is  a  major  rarity.  In  fact,  in  such  attractive 
grades  as  MS-63  and  MS-64  many  of  them  can  be 
obtained  for  less  than  $100  each,  some  for  far  less. 
Once  your  set  of  these  is  well  underway,  you  can 
reach  backward  into  the  series  and  acquire  which¬ 
ever  grades  you  can  afford. 

We  invite  you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  your  headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars.  Whether  you  want  to  add  a  few  pieces  to 
your  existing  set,  or  begin  a  collection,  you’ve  come 


to  the  right  place. 

In  the  columns  to  follow,  check  our  selections 
carefully,  and  order  the  pieces  of  the  greatest  inter¬ 
est.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
satiny  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first 


year  of  the  design . 1 ,495 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 


1916-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and 
lustrous.  A  real  “find”  for  the  connoisseur.  Re¬ 
member,  technical  grade  (such  as  MS-65)  can 
be  one  thing  and  quality  something  else  entirely. 
This  coin  has  both! . 1 ,895 


Gem  1916-S  50C 


1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  scarcest  mintmark  issue  of 
the  year,  a  coin  hand-picked  for  quality  and 
value . 2,495 


THE  EARLY 
PAPER  MONEY 
OF  AMERICA 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


Fourth 

Fdition 


The  Early 
Paper  Money 
of  America 
4th  Edition 

by  Eric  P.  Newman 

An  illustrated,  historical, 
and  descriptive  compilation 
of  data  relating  to  American 
paper  currency  from  its  in¬ 
ception  in  1686  to  the  year 
1800,  supplemented  with 
over  4,000  current  collector 
values. 

Comprehensive  back¬ 
ground  information  on  every 
issue,  names  of  signers  along 
with  their  appointment 
dates,  actual  dates  of  the  is¬ 
sues  they  signed,  totals  issued,  important  historical  facts  from  1686  onward.  1  his 
is  THE  source  for  early  American  paper  money  collectors. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500.  List  price  75.00. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 
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Splendid  Mint  State  1916-S 


1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  far 
nicer  than  usually  seen — hand-picked  for  its 
quality.  We  have  two  pieces  in  stock,  a  highly 
unusual  circumstance — but,  then,  if  we  had  the 
opportunity  to  buy  a  dozen  we  would!  Buy  this 


beautiful  gem  for  only . 2,495 

1916-S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 595 

191 7  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 

Another  attractive  example . 325 

1917  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 

1917  AU-58 . 95 

1917  AU-55 . 89 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  with  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces — 
quality  you  will  appreciate . .  2, 1 50 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  A 
“find”  for  the  quality  conscious  buyer.  ..2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Wry 

pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  perspective .  1 ,095 

A  very  pleasing  specimen  from  a  numerical  viewpoint  as 
well  as  an  aesthetic  perspective,  a  winning  combination  of 
high  grade  and  low  (relatively  speaking)  price.  This  will  look 
great  in  your  collection! 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-58 . 365 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 


pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 
the  series . 1,195 

Gem  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64.  A  gor¬ 
geous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Quality!  .3,175 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average 
strike.  Especially  deeply  frosty. . 1,350 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lus¬ 
trous.  A  remarkable  specimen  at  the  MS-63 
level . 995 

191 8- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219 

Important  Mint  State  1919  50<£ 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Both 
surfaces  display  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  at 
the  MS-64  level.  You’ll  like  this  coin!  ....3,650 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful;  in 
fact,  simply  gorgeous! A  superb  quality  coin  that 
will  delight  the  specialist,  and  for  only..  1,395 


1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1920  AU-55 . 145 


Important  1920-D  Half  Dollar 


1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful 
with  full  frosty  original  mint  lustre.  A  show¬ 
piece.  Fully  as  nice  as  some  MS-65  coins  that 
we’ve  seen.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for 
the  first  time.  A  find  for  just . 6,495 


Choice  1920-S  Rarity 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
frosty  with  attractive  light  toning.  A  choice 
specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series, 
a  rarity  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
high  quality.  Another  find  for  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  buyer . 2,525 

Beautiful  Mint  State  1921  Half  Dollar 


1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
quite  well-struck  specimen  of  this  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series. 
You’ll  like  it!  . 4,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921,  low-production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Denver  and 
San  Francisco.  In  this  year  of  economic  recession,  few  col¬ 
lectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside  quantities  of 
this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  Mint  State 
piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  stricdy  a  matter  of  chance. 

Memorable  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as 
being  far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia 
Mint  coin  in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half 
dollar . 3,450 


1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  pe¬ 
rennially  in  demand . 2,150 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 
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Famous  1921-S  50<t  Rarity 


1921-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in  the 
entire  series.  Only  at  widely  separated  intervals 
do  we  ever  have  one  of  these  in  stock,  so  few  are 
there  available.  The  present  piece  is  another  find 
for  the  advanced  buyer,  a  special  coin  to  fill  that 
special  space . 19,500 


Just  Purchased:  Another  Beautiful  1921-S! 


1921-S  MS-61  (PGGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  rarest  and 
most  desired  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  at  the 
Mint  State  level.  The  fields  are  quite  satiny, 
have  only  a  few  marks,  and  are  of  the  quality 
you  might  expect  on  a  coin  of  two  grades 
higher.  Just  purchased,  this  lovely  rarity  is  of¬ 
fered  here  for  the  first  time . 1 1,500 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is  an 
attractive  example. with  a  typical  strike . 3,895 


Gorgeous  1927-S  Half  Dollar 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  specimen,  a 
lustrous,  brilliant  beauty! . 2,895 


1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  1,950 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  of¬ 
fers  much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS-64 
level,  as  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 

for  on*y . 1,495 


Lustrous  1929-S  Half  Dollar 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  (in 

gem  Mint  State)  variety. . 2,495 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive 
with  beautiful  light  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
der . 695 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

The  1 933-S  half  dollar  makes  an  ideal  jumping-off  point 
for  a  set  of  middle  to  late  date  Liberty  Walking  pieces.  From 
1933-S  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  there  are  no  great 
rarities,  although  a  number  of  pieces  are  elusive.  In  grades 
such  as  MS-63,  all  are  eminently  affordable,  the  same  being 


true  in  MS-64  and  MS-65,  except  for  just  a  few  early  dates. 

1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued 

by  pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall.  435 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,375 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 265 

1936-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 59 

1936- S  MS-65  Brilliant . 385 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 389 

1937- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1938- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 495 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest-mintage  half  dollar  of 
the  1930s. 

1938- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 
mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 


1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 


1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

1941-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

194 1-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  IS 

1941-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . I  OS 

1942  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other 
ofwhich  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  arc  very  “fussy,” 
often  bypassing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our 
discriminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  collec¬ 
tion  of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our  selection  care¬ 


fully. 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


This  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  suggest  that  you  have 
some  second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or 
mail  your  order.  We  only  have  one  of  these  half  dollars  in 
stock  at  present,  even  though  it  is  not  a  rare  or  even  scarce 
date.  Our  advice  is  to  order  as  soon  as  you  look  through  this 
issue,  and  when  ordering  to  have  some  second  choices  in  mind 
(which  will  only  be  used  if  the  first  items  requested  have 


been  sold  earlier). 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1943  AU-55 . 15 

1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 750 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1944  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1944- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-63-  Brilliant . 38 

1946- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 


Discovei'  Bowel's  and  Merena! 

If  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do, 
and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for  your 
money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  by  placing  a  trial  order  today.  Do  this, 
and  you’ll  be  a  client  for  many  years.  In 
fact,  many  of  our  clients  have  been  with  us 
since  we  started  our  business  in  the  1950s. 
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We’ll  Do  The  Work 

J  o u  get  the  rewards! 


Take  advantage  of  our  Want  List  Service! 

This  program  is  designed  to  fit  your  personal  numis¬ 
matic  needs.  By  becoming  a  member  of  our  Want  List 
Service,  you  can  be  right  in  the  center  of  the  best  buys  in 
America! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  ev¬ 
ery  convention  bourse  Hoor,  in  our  office  when  old-time 
collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the  tele¬ 
phone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country.  Let 
us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the 
grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be 
good  value  for  you. 


I 

Gail  Watson 


We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  organization  has  been 
one  of  the  most  reputable,  longest-estab¬ 


For  information ,  call  toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 
Or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
Attn:  Want  List  •  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


lished,  and  financially  secure  coin  companies. 

sf  Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality 
you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for  their 
aesthetic  appeal  in  combination  with  their  technical 
grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for 
you.  We  promise  that  you  will  like  the  beautiful  coins 
you  receive  from  us!  Each  and  every  purchase  you 
make  comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

of  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  enjoy  provid¬ 
ing  the  best  in  personal  service.  Each  of  our  clients  be¬ 
comes  an  important  member  of  our  “family  ” 
of  coin  buyers. 

I  invite  you  to  send  me  your  list  of  the  im¬ 
portant,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in 
the  price  range  of  $250  up  to  any  higher 
amount.  Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to 
list  the  coins  you  need,  and  send  it  to  us.  We 
will  immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins 
you  specify! 


Nashua  Bank  Note  Set 

History  That  Never  Happened 
but  is  happening  now 


In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  in 
Nashua,  NH,  commisioned  the  New  En¬ 
gland  Bank  Note  Company,  Boston,  to  en¬ 
grave  for  it  five  handsome  plates  for  issues 
of  currency  $1,  $2,  $3,  $5,  and  $10  de¬ 
nominations — the  most  popular  of  the  era. 

Because  of  circumstances  not  recorded, 
these  particular  notes  were  never  issued.  Fast 
forward  to  over  a  century  later,  when  these 
long-hidden  steel  bank  note  plates,  appar¬ 
ently  never  used,  surfaced  and  were  ac- 
quired  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  To¬ 
day  the  original  plates  form  a  nice  exhibit  in 


the  reception  area  of  our  office. 

Before  retiring  them  to  the  exhibit  we  had 
some  sets  made  on  high-quality  wide- margin 
paper,  each  note  uniface  (as  originally  intended) 
and  printed  separately. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  these  notes  were 
never  issued  in  original  form,  so  it  is  not  proper 
to  call  these  “reprints.”  Rather,  these  apparendy 
are  issued  for  the  first  time!  They  certainly  con¬ 
stitute  a  very  attractive  and  collectible  set.  These 
notes  have  been  very  popular  with  our  clients 
and  we  again  offer  this  set  at  a  very  special 
price. 


We  offer  you  a  set  for  $29. 95  or  buy  a  group  of  1 0  sets 
for  resale,  distribution  at  a  club  meeting,  etc.,  for  only 

$179.95. 
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„/  j3 


j*  TfATilTA  11 

TWO  DOLLARS 

.V : , .  •  itiVLUttA  • 


a  TAxrn  * 

three  dollars 

rf /»/'*"/  XdJUS/A  .  u  t 


;5_ttVT 


^  NASHUA  B/Uk 


1947-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  I  he  last  listing  in  one  of 
the  nicest  offerings  you  will  ever  see  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 99 

lalierly  Wiilkiiio  Half  Hollars 

In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

OO 

00 

VT 

1934-D 

229 

$435 

1934-S 

650 

1375 

$2995 

1935 

89 

309 

1935-D 

235 

295 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

149 

1936-D 

105 

1936-S 

245 

1937-D 

389 

1937-S 

250 

1938 

105 

140 

1938-D 

495 

625 

850 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1939 

$125 

1939-D 

110 

1939-S 

189 

1940 

129 

1940-S 

325 

1941 

$38 

109 

1941-S 

105 

$189 

1275 

1942 

36 

45 

95 

1942-D 

62 

160 

1942-S 

45 

425 

1943 

36 

45 

95 

1943-D 

66 

140 

1943-S 

45 

69 

399 

1944 

36 

1944-D 

47 

64 

119 

1944-S 

41 

66 

475 

1945 

36 

97 

1945-S 

129 

1946 

45 

129 

1946-D 

36 

95 

1946-S 

109 

1947 

45 

135 

1947-D 

99 

franklin  Mall'  hollars 

We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948-1 963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful  Mint 
State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to  start 
a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have.  You’ll 
like  our  quality! 


We  Guarantee  You  Will  Find 
This  To  Be  Exciting ! 

We’re  referring  to  the  action-packed,  ad¬ 
venture-laced  (what  with  pirates,  ship¬ 
wrecks,  hidden  bags  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  more!)  book  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ameri¬ 
can  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  copies  have  been  sold,  and  often 
the  selling  of  one  book  will  bring  an  order 
for  two  or  three  more  from  the  same 
buyer!  Here  is  a  book  you’ll  find  to  be 
exciting,  or  your  money  back.  And,  if  you 
are  looking  for  that  special  aift  for  a  rela¬ 
tive  or  friend,  here  is  a  book  that  will  bring 
you  many  thanks. 

Stock  No.  BBM-404.  List  price  $59.95. 
See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1949-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 


1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a 
large  number  of  high-quality  Franklin  half 
dollars  recently,  with  the  result  that  this  list¬ 
ing  is  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  we’ve 


ever  offered . 45 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1950  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC) . 995 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  cameo . 215 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1960- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

196 1-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


Silver  Hollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years  we 
have  helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections 
ever  assembled.  The  present  listing  includes  a  wide 
selection  ranging  from  Liberty  Seated,  Morgan,  and 
Peace  types,  something  for  every  interest,  for  every 
want  list,  for  every  budget. 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  collection,  or  to 
start  one.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  delighted  with 
our  quality  and  value! 

Liln-i'lv  Si‘iili‘il  Hollars 

As  a  class,  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  quite 
elusive,  with  even  the  most  “common”  date  (such 
as  1847  and  1871)  being  quite  scarce  in  com¬ 
parison  to  later  dollars  in  the  Morgan  and  Peace 
series.  And  yet,  except  for  just  a  handful  ol  rari¬ 
ties,  Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  quire  affordable. 
The  present  offering  commences  with  the  first 
year  of  issue,  1840,  and  continues  through  the 
early  1870s,  offering  along  the  way  many  inter¬ 
esting  pieces. 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  patinated  sur¬ 
faces . 895 

First  year  of  issue  of  the  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar.  Quite 
scarce  in  all  grades,  particularly  at  higher  levels.  'X'henever 
we  see  a  “nice”  1840  silver  dollar,  we  buy  it.  assuming  the 
price  is  right. 

1842  AU-55  (NGC) . 595 
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1849  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
surfaces  and  faint  blue  toning  on  the  edges.  A 
sharply  struck  example  of  this  desirable  issue, 
which  is  an  extreme  rarity  in  higher  Mint  State 
grade  levels . 2,450 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of 
the  most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated 
series.  Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted 
or  exported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major 
rarity,  and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  land¬ 
mark.  Second,  Proofs  were  struck  in  limited 
numbers  for  collectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins 
in  all.  Of  these,  the  present  specimen  is  one  of 
the  very  finest  to  survive.  Surfaces  are  toned 
light  gold  over  deep  mirror  background.  The 
strike  is  needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay 
twice  our  price,  we  doubt  if  you  could  find 
this  coins  equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  fin¬ 
est  cabinet  of  silver  dollars .  29,875 

Beautiful,  Choice  1859-0  $1 


1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  beautiful  and  very  choice  example. 
You’ll  appreciate  the  quality!  We  guarantee 
ir!  . 2,850 

1859-0  AU-53  (NGC) . 525 


Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 

Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy.”  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Treasury 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality  conscious  buyer. 

1860-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 
the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades .  6,350 

Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint 
State,  and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level 
here  presented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 

specialist . 6,650 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1850s  and  1860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  custo¬ 
dianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1 863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
State  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with 
most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rar- 


Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect,  and  at 
todays  market  prices  and  with  the  famous  Bowers 
and  Merena  quality,  the  present  listing  offers  many 
opportunities,  including  many  pieces  from  our  re¬ 
cent  buying  trips  and  other  purchases. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority  of 
these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less  than 
several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of  them 
are  below  $  1 00  or  even  below  $50 — and  this  is  for 
choice  pieces!  No  wonder  they  are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  virtually  complete  selection. 
Each  coin  has  been  hand  picked  for  its  quality,  and 
is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  Morgan  dollars  are 
your  specialty,  you  will  be  delighted  with  our  quality 
and  the  value  for  the  price  paid.  We  guarantee  it! 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats — individual  de¬ 
scriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy  reference. 
The  two  listings  are  somewhat  different,  so  be 
sure  to  check  both. 


Moi  tjan  Dollars 


ity  in  all  business  strike  grade  levels . 1 ,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade  (and 
just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly  all  high- 
grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs;  AU  and 
Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rarities . 1,450 

Glittering  Proof-63  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  handsome,  brilliant  example. 
The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields 
are  glittering  mirrors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type  or 


date  set . 2,850 

1872  AU-55 . 650 


Popular  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen,  just 
purchased,  of  this  scarce  and  popular  Carson 
City  Mint  silver  dollar  from  the  next  to  last  year 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  series . 3,650 
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1878  VAM-18.  8  Tailfeathers.  Doubled  LIBERTY. 

MS-62.  Brilliant . 89 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Ever  popular  “changeover”  variety.  1 ,850 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  .89 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  .75 
1878  VAM-100.  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878. 

MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 45 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60.  .35 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 95 

Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 


1879-CC  Capped  Die  (more  correctly  de¬ 
scribed  as  Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small 
CC  Mintmark;  the  “Capped  Die  nomencla¬ 
ture  should  be*  completely  discarded).  MS- 
63  (PCGS) . 2,895 


Morgan  Dollars ! 

Isn’t  it  wonderful  that  the  Treasury 
Department  stored  huge  quantities  of  1878- 
1921  Morgan  dollars  and  released  them  in 
the  early  1960s?  Otherwise,  such  coins 
would  be  exceedingly  expensive  (for  com¬ 
parisons,  just  check  the  prices  for  Mint 
State  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  or  Barber 
half  dollars  from  the  1870s  onward). 

As  it  is,  at  current  market  prices  you  can 
build  the  majority  of  a  set  of  about  100 
different  mintmarks  for  less  than  $200  per 
coin,  sometimes  for  less  than  $100,  some¬ 
times  for  less  than  $50!  And,  these  prices 
are  for  attractive  Mint  State  examples. 

Use  this  listing  to  start  a  collection  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars  today.  Watch  your  col¬ 
lection  grow,  and  enjoy  every  minute  of  it! 


Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 


1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped  Die, 
so  called)  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  periph¬ 


eral  toning . 2,895 

1879-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 365 

1879-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879  (as  regularly  seen).  MS- 

65.  Brilliant . 115 

1879-S  MS-64,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  1 19 


1880  8/7  VAM-9.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  bril¬ 


liant .  195 

1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  frosty. . 265 

1880-CC  VAM-7.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  575 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60 . 189 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1880-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 35 

1880- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1880- S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 115 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . 725 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant 

at  the  centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the 
rims .  895 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 


1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 


toning  on  obverse . 399 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant.  ...420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1881-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 245 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 245 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 245 

1881-S  MS-65-  Brilliant . 109 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  has  light  rainbow 

toning . 109 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 41 


1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 


toning . 41 

1881- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1882- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1882-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 75 


1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular, 
scarce,  and  quite  curious  “overmintmark"  issue. 
An  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-quality  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  variety  you’ll  enjoy  inspecting  under 


a  magnifying  glass . 1,050 

1882-O/S  VAM-4.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 75 

1882-O/S  VAM-3.  AU-50 . 45 


1882- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1 883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2 1 5 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1 883-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 79 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 


1883-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of 
golden  toning  around  the  borders.  A  splendid 
example,  at  this  grade  level,  of  one  of  the  rarer 
San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  the  1 880s. ...  595 


1883- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1 7 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 75 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 109 

1884- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1885  MS-60 . 19 

1885- CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1885-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 245 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  our  favorite 

coins  in  the  series,  scarce  and  yet  priced  at 

only .  239 

1885-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 215 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 129 

1885- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1886  MS-63.  Deep  golden  with  light  rainbow  col¬ 
ors  on  obverse . 29 

1886- 0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 510 


1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .650 
1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  650 
1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  375 
1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...895 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  “type”  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you’ve  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will 
send  you  a  quotation.  There’s  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  buy;  just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  il 
you  desire. 
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188^  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

188^  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1887  V \M  12.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

188^  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1887  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

188^-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 23 

188T-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1887-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

1887- S/S  VAM-2.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 75 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1888- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 199 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1888-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1889  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 


Important  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive, 
brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mir¬ 
rored  fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a 
stunning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  key  is¬ 
sues  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series.  13,500 

Among  Carson  City  Morgan  silver  dollars  minted  1 878- 
1893,  the  1889-CC  is  by  far  the  rarest,  followed  by  1879- 
CC,  then  1893-CC.  The  two  most  plentiful  varieties  are 
1883-CC  and  1884-CC,  these  two  being  among  our  very 
favorites  in  the  American  numismatics — simply  because  they 
are  so  inexpensive  today  and  have  so  much  interest  and  ro¬ 
mance  that  go  along  with  them. 

1889-CC  EF-45.  A  well-struck,  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rarity.  Some  original  mint  lustre  can 
be  seen  in  the  protected  areas  around  the  letter¬ 
ing.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for  the 


first  time . 1,250 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 599 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1889-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 35 

1889-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1 889- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 115 

1890  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  blue 

toning . 695 

1  890-CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One 
of  the  scarcest  Carson  Ciry  Mint  Morgan  issues 

at  the  MS-64  grade  level . 695 

1890-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 359 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 359 


1890-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 275 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 


1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 
small  cache  of  these,  and  they  have  been  selling 
well.  If  you  haven’t  ordered  an  example,  do  so 
right  away  before  they  are  all  gone.  A  brilliant, 


frosty  specimen  is  yours  for  only . 59 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...475 

1890-S  MS-63,  proollike . 110 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1890-S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  169 

1890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high-grade 

level . 599 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1891  Doubled  ear  details.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 150 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 64 

1891  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1891- CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1891-CC.  EF-45 . 65 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1891-0  AU-55 . 38 

1891-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1891-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1891-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 36 

1891- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 25 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 

1892  AU-58.  Brilliant . 65 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable 
proof  like  character . 1,195 

1892-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 765 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 


What  Was  Iti 

In  December  1885,  W.  Elliot 
Woodward’s  Eightieth  Sale.  Coins  and  Med¬ 
als:  The  Matthews  Collection,  included  some 
Liberty  Seated  dollars,  An  example  of  an 
1854,  Lot  281,  graded  Very  Fine,  was 
called  a  rare  dollar.  An  1855  was  called 
“about  as  rare  as  1854.”  Woodward  was 
reflecting  common  knowledge  at  the  time; 
that  silver  dollars  of  these  dates  were  rari¬ 
ties.  This  information  was  disregarded  in 
later  times,  only  to  be  generally  rediscov¬ 
ered  in  recent  decades. 

A  curious  silver  dollar  was  Lot  286: 
“1855  S.F.  Mint.  Perforated  and  filled; 
rare. 

What  was  it?  Perhaps  this  was  an  1 859- 
S  dollar,  as  none  of  1855-S  are  known. 


whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1892-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  VAM-7.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 775 

1893  MS-61.  Brilliant . 395 

1893  MS-60.  Brilliant . 350 

1893  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 229 

1893  VAM-2.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1893  EF-40 . 119 


1893-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the 
rims  on  the  reverse.  Long  recognized  as  a 
scarce  issue,  a  key  to  the  series.  Third  rarest 
of  the  CC  mintmarks,  after  1889-CC  and 


1879-CC .  1,595 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  gold  peripheral  toning.  525 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 525 

1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 525 


Significant  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  a 
coin  that  retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  This  is  the  key  mintmark  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series.  When  seen,  examples  of  1 893-S 
are  apt  to  be  in  the  VF  range,  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  EF,  but  only  rarely  in  AU.  A  tremendous 
coin,  a  “find”  that  will  look  just  right  in  a  spe¬ 
cialized  dollar  collection . 12,950 

1893- S  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  scarce  in  this 

grade;  a  key  issue  among  Philadelphia  Mint 
Morgan  silver  dollars.  We  guaranteed  you’ll  be 
pleased! . 1,650 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues 
in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre 
remain .  475 

1894- 0  AU-58  (NGC) . 199 

1894-0  AU-53  (PCI).  Weakly  struck.  Light  golden 

toning . 145 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 95 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 749 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 749 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 529 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

1894-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 275 

1894-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 289 

1894-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 219 
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1 895  Dollar  Rarity 


1 895  EF-40.  A  Proof  that  was  “spent.”  Some  of  the 
Proof  finish  is  still  seen  in  protected  areas.  One 
of  only  880  Proofs  struck.  In  the  absence  of  any 
known  Mint  State  coins  existing  (it  is  presumed 
that  the  12,000  listed  in  the  Mint  Report  were 
either  melted  or  represented  coins  dated  1894), 
any  1 895  Morgan  dollar  is  a  numismatic  land¬ 
mark.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 15,500 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle-sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usually  seen 
specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  If 
you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly  choice 
1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here!  . 3,650 


Quality  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of  look¬ 
ing  to  find  quality  1 895-S  dollars,  as  this  issue 
and  also  1 893-CC  are  nearly  always  very  heavily 


bagmarked.  You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 2,395 

1895-S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 
golden  toning  around  the  rims.  Although 
1896-0  is  readily  available  in  worn  grades,  in 
Mint  State  it  is  somewhat  of  a  rarity.  Just  pur¬ 


chased!  .  1,095 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 


The  First  Union  bank  has  been  running  advertisements  in  major  publications,  featuring 
numismatically  interesting  coins.  The  notice  reproduced  here  (in  reduced  size)  appeared  in 
Business  Week,  September  8,  1997,  and  bore  the  caption  “1863  Civil  War  token  minted 
anonymously  to  help  remedy  government  coin  shortage.”  In  actuality,  this  particular  token 
is  from  a  die  by  Charles  D.  Horter,  one  of  the  more  prolific  producers  of  Civil  War  tokens 
during  that  year.  Technically,  the  die  variety  is  Fuld-1 88.  Hats  off  to  the  First  Union  bank 
for  this  very  fine  campaign! 


— - — — -  -  1863  Civil  War  token  minted  anonymously 

to  help  remedy  government  coin  shortage. 

WE  have  A  very  s.mple  It  takes  a  lot  of  hard  work  for 

cash  management  your  Cash  Management 

operation  to  perform  at  its  full 

SO  YOU  DON’T  HAVE  TO.  .  .  , 

potential.  The  problem  is, 
while  few  seem  to  notice  when 
things  go  smoothly,  everyone 
notices  when  things  go  wrong.  That’s  why  First  Union’s 
dedicated  cash  management  team  works  hard  to  get  to 
know  you,  your  business  and  your  financial  needs. 
That  way,  we  can  anticipate  problems  before  they 
appear.  And  tailor  the  solutions  your  specific  business 
requires.  •  And  since  time  is  of  the  essence,  our 
Customer  Service  Analysts  are  just  a  phone  call  away 
to  answer  your  questions  quickly  and  easily.  To  find 
out  even  more  about  our  cash  management 
philosophy,  call  1-800-377-9208  or  visit  our  Web  site 
at  www.firstunion.com. 


PHILOSOPHY:  WE  WORK  HARD 
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1896-0  MS-60  (NCC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 169 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 995 

1896-S  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  nice  example,  at  this 
grade  level,  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  varieties 

toward  the  end  of  the  Morgan  series . 695 

1896-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 


whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  395 
1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 


toning . 695 

1897-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1897-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1897-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1897- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1898- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 295 

1898-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 89 

1898- S  AU-55,  prooflike . 125 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1899- S  VAM-7.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485 

1899- S  VAM-7.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1900- 0/CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 345 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1900-0  VAM-15.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1900-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1900- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1901  AU-58.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Quite  attractive.  825 

1901  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 345 

1901  AU-55 . 345 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1901- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 


1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 445 

1901-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 145 

1901- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 120 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

1902  AU-55.  Brilliant . 23 

1902- 0  MS-64,  proollike . 250 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1902- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1903  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1903- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 


Gorgeous  1903-S  Dollar 


1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautilul.  A 
gorgeous  coin.  A  key  to  the  Morgan  dollar  se¬ 


ries . 4,650 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 295 

1904- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1,925 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 


1921-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 


Miiii»iin  Silver  Dollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  7/8  TF 

$255 

1878-CC 

$945 

1878-S 

189 

1879 

735 

1879-CC 

$3050 

4950 

1879-0 

365 

1879-S 

115 

1880 

775 

1880-CC 

185 

255 

575 

1880-0 

265 

1880-S 

115 

1881 

65 

725 

1881-CC 

225 

399 

1881-0 

1450 

1881-S 

29 

41 

109 

1882 

389 

1882-CC 

255 

1882-0 

659 

1882-S 

115 

1883 

119 

1883-CC 

98 

215 

1883-0 

29 

1884 

195 

1884-CC 

85 

98 

199 

1884-0 

29 

41 

1885 

119 

1885-CC 

239 

249 

479 

1885-0 

29 

41 

109 

1885-S 

155 

1886 

29 

41 

109 

1886-0 

2795 

1886-S 

259 

1887 

29 

41 

1887-0 

259 

1887-S 

395 

1888 

49 

155 

1888-0 

435 

1888-S 

199 

490 

1889 

279 

1889-0 

199 

599 

1889-S 

165 

289 

1225 

1890 

135 

WALTER  BREEN’S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 


JJ3 


U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 


COINS 


Walter  Breen  s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 

This  754-page  book  contains  information 
that  prior  to  its  publication  in  1988  was 
very  difficult  to  find  and  was  within  the 
purview  only  of  knowledgeable  collectors 
and  dealers  who  had  been  in  the  hobby  for 
decades.  It  is  the  master  source,  the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  information  gathered  over  a 
long  span  of  years  by  one  of  America’s 
most  highly  acclaimed  numismatic  re¬ 
searchers. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  price  $125.00. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1 890-CC 

$359 

$695 

1 890-0 

59 

155 

1890-S 

65 

129 

$819 

1891 

109 

599 

1891-CC 

265 

499 

2380 

1891-0 

659 

1891-S 

189 

1295 

1892 

280 

535 

1892-CC 

765 

1195 

1892-0 

580 

1893 

775 

1295 

1894-S 

749 

1495 

1896 

155 

1897 

239 

1898 

185 

1898-0 

32 

1898-S 

219 

420 

1899 

155 

1899-0 

32 

1899-S 

395 

1900 

135 

1900-0 

119 

1900-S 

269 

1295 

1901-0 

165 

1901-S 

699 

1902 

435 

1902-0 

135 

1902-S 

495 

1903 

59 

175 

1903-0 

189 

199 

1903-S 

4650 

1904-0 

29 

115 

1904-S 

1925 

3150 

1921  Morgan 

19 

29 

119 

1921-D 

239 

1921-S 

109 

1350 

Peace  Dollars 


Peace  dollars,  after  having  been  “quiet”  for  several 
years,  have  perked  up  in  popularity.  Really  nice  pieces 
with  excellent  eye  appeal  have  always  been  hard  to 
find,  except  for  a  handful  of  varieties.  Use  this  selec¬ 
tion  to  add  quality  coins  to  your  collection. 


1921  Peace.  AU-58 . 115 

1921  Peace.  AU-50 . 89 

1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 145 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924-S  dol¬ 
lars  with  eye  appeal  are  hard  to  find . 1,175 


1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were 


lucky  to  buy  it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have 
the  chance  to  acquire  it  for  your  own. ...  1,175 
1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 


1924- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1926- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 19 

1927- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat 

scarcer  than  generally  realized . 145 

1927-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1927- S  MS-64 . 695 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,275 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 76 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 


1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence 
on  frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A 


prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,550 

1934- S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 595 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-61  (NGC) . 45 

1935  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

example  of  this  issue . 1,075 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 


Shown  here  is  picture  of  General 
Wolfe,  for  whom  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire  was  named. 


Peace  Dollars 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Hach 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1922 

$22 

$38 

$145 

1922-D 

55 

435 

1922-S 

295 

1923 

22 

38 

145 

1923-S 

59 

209 

1924 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1175 

1925 

145 

1925-S 

575 

1926 

310 

1926-D 

115 

199 

515 

1926-S 

189 

975 

1927 

245 

1927-D 

215 

525 

1927-S 

695 

1928-S 

325 

1250 

1934 

1275 

1934-D 

625 

1895 

1934-S 

2550 

3950 

1935 

625 

1935-S 

395 

1075 

Trade  Dollars 


We  have  always  enjoyed  trade  dollars,  and  we  are 
heartened  by  the  recent  interest  in  them.  With  the 
exception  of  the  1885  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the 
1884  (of  which  only  10  were  minted),  trade  dol¬ 
lars  are  highly  collectible.  A  complete  set  of  Proofs 
from  1873  through  1883,  and  a  set  of  business 
strikes  from  1873  through  1878  forms  an  interest¬ 
ing  challenge  and  a  distinctive  achievement. 

Use  our  listing  as  a  passport  to  start  a  collection 
of  this  fascinating  series,  or  to  add  to  your  present 
holdings. 

Gem  1874  Trade  $1 


1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  l  ight  gray  and  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Very  deep  and  frosty  lustre.  One  ot 
the  finest  business  strikes  we’ve  ever  seen  of  this 
early  date . 4,195 
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18^4-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1874- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,895 

18**  5  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 

generally  supposed . 1,250 

1875  Type  I/II  AU-55  (PCGS) . 975 

1875- CC  Type  1/1  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  Carson 

City  piece  will  look  great  in  any  type  set  or  spe¬ 
cialized  collection . 1,450 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (ANACS) . 895 

1875-S/CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toning. 
The  first  and  only  overmintmark  variety  in  the 
series . 1,795 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Delicate  golden  toning. 

A  splendid  trade  dollar,  a  coin  with  lots  of  eye 
appeal . 995 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Another 
splendid  trade  dollar . 1,450 

1876- S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 1 ,295 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Lustrous  wirh  light 
golden  toning.  Seemingly  very  inexpensive  for 
only . 595 

1876- S  Breen-5800.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence 

complements  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of 
golden  brown  can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  pe¬ 
riphery.  Notable  as  the  last  trade  dollar  issue 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  business 
strike  format.  All  subsequent  dates  are  Proof- 
only  issues .  1,395 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,395 

1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 
higher  grades . 1,395 

1877- CC  ALI-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the  series. 

Particularly  elusive  in  higher  grades . 1,695 

1 877-  S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

toning.  Especially  prooflike  surfaces.  A  very 
nice  example  of  this  issue.  Not  a  rarity,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  beautiful!  . 1 ,095 

1878- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Excep¬ 
tionally  nice  for  the  grade  and  ideal  for  a  type 
set.  Last  business  strike  year . 850 


I  880  Proof-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  Proof-only  issue 
with  a  mintage  of  1,987  coins.  Wonderful  eye 
appeal  with  light  champagne  surfaces.  ..2,350 


“Certified  Coin  Estate” 
Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consist  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case  which  opens  like  a 
book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable 
leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is 
die-cut  with  9  openings  suitable 
for  displaying  your  choice  of 
PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or 
ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus, 
the  album  will  showcase  in  a  de¬ 
luxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these 
cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108 
coins,  would  do  justice  to  die  fin¬ 
est  collection  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  1878-1921  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how 
to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden 
book-style  album  with  three 
trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only; 
black  “universal”  holder  for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  9  certified  coins. 
$19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  9  cer¬ 
tified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching 
in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versa¬ 
tile  tray.  Holds  9  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not 
stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 


Bauseh  &  Lomb  Pocket 
Magnifying  Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two  lenses  in  durable  plastic  case;  t\ 
lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves  as  handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wi 
field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of  coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  e 
Our  favorite  all-purpose  glass.  $23. 

Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triplet  lens  system,  highly  corrected  optical  glass, 
swings  into  chrome-plated  case  which  serves  as  handle.  7X  power.  Somewhat  lim¬ 
ited  field  of  vision;  excellent  for  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched  letters,  etc.).  $44.  (not  pictured) 

Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette”  5X  magnifier  of 
molded  optical  plastic.  Folds  into  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket  glass 
with  good  field  of  vision.  Priced  inexpensively;  if  you  lose  it,  you 
can  easily  buy  another.  $9. 
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106.  None  of  these  are  listed  in  the  Overton 
reference,  the  standard  reference  for  Capped 
Bust  half  dollars.  In  a  20-pagearticlecovering 
these  special  coins,1  Russell  J.  Ixjgan  demon¬ 
strated  that  the  Proof  restrike  half  dollars 
were  minted  prior  to  most  of  the  normal 
(business  strike)  issues  of  1836  0-106.  In 
other  words,  these  coins  were  produced  in 
1  836!  A  point  to  ponder:  were  these  intended 
to  be  restrikes,  perhaps  to  include  in  Proof 
sets  or  for  some  other  reason,  or  may  these 
have  been  struck  as  trial  pieces  prior  to  the 
normal  operation  of  new  machinery  during 
the  switch  to  steam  power? 

This  coin  is  pedigreed  to  the  R.E.  Cox, 
J r.  Collection,  sold  by  Stack’s  in  April  1 962. 
Cox  purchased  the  coin  from  Lester  Merkin 
Several  months  ago,  in  the  pages  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review ,  on  September  8,  1 960  for  $  1 50.  When  his  collection  was  sold 

we  documented  a  new  die  variety  among  Proof  1864-L  Indian  by  Stack’s  less  than  two  years  later,  this  coin  was  sold  as  Lot 

cents.  More  recently,  a  cardboard  die  trial  for  the  Louisiana  2141  and  realized  just  $  1 20.  The  coin  was  not  illustrated  in  the 

Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars  was  reported.  Both  of  these  Cox  catalogue  and  was  described  simply,  but  accurately,  as 


1833  Proof  Restrike 
Half  Dollar  Re-Emerges 

The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet 
Yields  Another  Surprise 

by  Mark  Borckardt 


were  from  The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet,  a  remark¬ 
able  collection  formed  by  an  astute  nu 
mismatist  earlier  this  century. 

While  Rick  Bagg  (our  auc¬ 
tion  director),  John  Pack  (who 
recently  joined  our  staff  as  a 
professional  numismatist), 
an4  I  were  reviewing  ad¬ 
ditional  coins  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Cabinet, 
coins  scheduled  for  auc¬ 
tion  in  1998,  we  came 
across  an  envelope  sim¬ 
ply  marked  “50C  1833 
Cox  Coll.”  Rick  com¬ 
mented  on  the  physical  at¬ 
tributes  of  the  coin  while 
John  noticed  that  the  usual 
edge  lettering  was  not  present  in 
its  normal  form.  This  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  observation  as  the  edge  lettering  is 
actually  obscured  with  traces  still  visible.  The 
common  term  for  this  is  Crushed  Lettered 
Edge,  only  seen  on  Proof  Restrike  half  dollars 
dated  1833,  1834,  and  1835. 

Although  this  specimen  is  not  a  new  dis¬ 
covery,  the  1 833  Proof  Restrike  half  dollar  is 
extremely  rare.  This  coin  is  only  the  fourth 
documented  example.  One  of  the  others  is  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  another  appeared  lor 
sale  in  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  a  third  will 
appear  for  sale  as  part  of  the  John  J.  Pittman  Collec¬ 
tion.  The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  specimen  is  lightly  circu¬ 
lated,  affording  an  opportunity  for  many  collectors  who  may 
not  otherwise  be  able  to  acquire  a  choice  or  gem  Proof. 

Crushed  Lettered  Edge  hall  dollars  are  currently  known 
for  the  years  1833,  1834,  and  1  835,  while  rumors  of  a  similar 
example  dated  1 836  have  not  been  verified.  Each  ol  the  three 
years  has  an  obverse  die  not  known  on  any  other  coins,  mated 
with  a  common  reverse  die  also  used  to  strike  1  836  Overton 


1833  Restrike.  Struck  as  a  Proof  on  an  old  lettered  edge 
planchet  in  a  tight  collar.  Sharp,  square  edge  with  a  bit  of 
edge  lettering  showing.  Referred  to  in  Standard  Cata¬ 
log  on  Page  171.  Extremely  rare.  The  Standard 
Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins,  Eighteenth 
Edition,  notes  the  following:  “All  of  the 
above  [  1 833,  1 834,  1 835  hall  dollars]  were 
struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  (engraver’s 
scratch  like  a  needle  point  on  end  of  stem) 
in  the  close  collar  introduced  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1836  for  the  Gobrecht  dollars  and 
halves.  The  edges  are  ‘squared’  and  the 
lettering  is  almost  obliterated.  Entirely 
unlike  the  regular  half  dollar  Proofs  of 
832-36  with  lettered  edge.” 

Attribution  is  quite  simple. 
The  date  style  is  unique  with 
a  blunt  1  and  the  first  3 
lower  than  8  or  the  sec¬ 
ond  3.  This  is  the  only 
1833  obverse  with  a 
blunt  1  in  the  date. 
This  coin  has  a  weight 
of  1 3.40  grams  and  a 
diameter  ol  1.273 
inches,  both  statistics 
conforming  to  other 
known  examples. 

This  is  the  third  ob¬ 
scure  but  exceedingly 
memorable  item  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Cabinet,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  hundreds  of  exciting  coins 
that  have  been  offered  in  the  past,  or  will 
be  offered  in  the  future.  We  can’t  help  but  wonder  what  other 
exciting  discoveries  are  waiting  for  us,  either  in  this  collection  or 
in  many  others  that  have  yet  to  be  sold. 


'  “The  Crushed  Lettered  Edge  Bust  Half  Dollars  of 
36,”  John  Reich  Journal,  December  1990,  pp.  13-32. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


U  S.  GOLD  LOINS 

Gold  coins  have  always  been  a  prime  specialty 
here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  through 
our  portals  have  passed  every  rarity  in  the  book, 
sometimes  in  duplicate  and  triplicate!  If  you  are 
building  a  fine  set  of  gold  coins,  please  send  us  your 
"want  list”  so  that  we  can  find  coins  for  you.  Con¬ 
versely,  when  time  comes  to  sell,  we  are  an  eager 
buyer  of  scarce  and  interesting  pieces.  We  have 
noted  a  great  increase  in  interest  recently  in  gold 
coins.  No  doubt  this  is  because  gold  bullion  has 
dropped  in  price  during  the  past  year  or  two,  mak¬ 
ing  certain  gold  coins  such  as  $20  pieces  more  rea¬ 
sonably  priced  than  in  a  long  time! 

We  buy  choice  gold  coins  whenever  we  can,  and 
our  success  is  reflected  in  the  present  offering — 
which  includes  many  scarce,  rare,  and  high-qual¬ 
ity  pieces  in  just  about  all  series  and  price  ranges. 

SI  Gold  Pieces 

1852-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  (in  this  grade)  and 
interesting  New  Orleans  variety.  . 1 ,095 


1853  MS-62  (NGC) . 475 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC) . 695 


1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,950 

Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of 
this  1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade 


level  is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
Popular  low- mintage  rarity.  . 1,495 


Gem  1889  Gold$l 


1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem!  (Indeed,  what  else  could  you  ask 
for?) . 2,495 


Quarter  Eaules 

Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  early  quarter  eagle  date.  A  coin 
that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 
collection . 5,995 

Mint  State  1834  $2.50 


1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First  year 
of  the  new  design.  Scarce  in  all  Mint  State 

levels . 5,500 

1836  McCloskey-3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 895 

1836  M-6.  AU-53  (NGC) . 795 

1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Classic  Head  design  type.  A  very  attractive 

coin . 1,895 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  early  issue . 1,750 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 695 

Rare  1859-D  $2.50 


1859-D  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  rarity.  Just  2,244  were  minted.  How  many 
can  survive  today?  Only  a  few,  of  which  this  is 

certainly  one  of  the  most  attractive . 2,495 

1859-D  F-15  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  all  grades.  950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 


tion  of  high  grade  and  visual  beauty . 1,095 

1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


1998  Coin  Show  Schedule 

March  5-8,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

March  19-21,  1998 

Cincinnati,  OH 
ANA  National  Money  Show 

April  23-26,  1998 

Milwaukee,  WI 
Central  States 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
at  our  upcoming  events! 


1998  Auction  Schedule 

March  5-7,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

May  10-12,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  3,  1998 

Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

September  14-16,  1998 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

November  12-14,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 
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1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business  strike 

mintage  of  only  4,000  coins . 1,395 

1886  AU-55  (NGC).  Important  low-mintage  date. 
Just  4,000  were  minted,  and  probably  no  more 

than  400  exist  today.  . 595 

1 889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1,150 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 


1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  fiery  orange  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are 


glittering  mirrors . 2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1906  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 


Attractive  MS-65  1907  $2.50 


1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 

lustrous . 2,795 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1 840,  this  became  the  longest  used  motif,  without  a  ma¬ 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 

1907  MS-62.  Brilliant . 415 

1908  MS-63  (NGC) . 795 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  995 
1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rar- 


Gold  Coins  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  We 
would  be  delighted  to  help  you  with  your 
type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check 
this  listing  which  includes  our  latest  acqui¬ 
sitions.  If  you  don’t  see  it,  then  give  Gail 
Watson  your  “want  list.”  We  ll  keep  you 
posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


est  and  most  desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth 
noting,  as  some  of  this  issue  have  the  mint- 
mark  weak).  It  is  not  often  we  have  one  to  of¬ 
fer  at  this  grade  level .  9,950 

Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A 
“find”  for  the  specialist . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal 
for  the  grade . 1,595 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1913  MS-62  (NGC) . 365 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Guaranteed  to 

please! . 1,195 

1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice 
specimen  of  the  last  Denver  Mint  quarter 
eagle .  1,350 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 790 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on 
the  reverse . 875 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 


S3  Gold 


1855  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1,295 


Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ideal 

coin  for  a  type  set . 2,995 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  for 
which  the  reverse  is  fully  equal  to  a  Mint 
State  coin .  1 ,250 

Half  Eagles 


Attractive  1803/2  $5 


1803/2  Breen-1  C.  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned. 
Sharply  struck  and  well  centered  with  sound 
edge  reeding.  A  small  patch  of  roughness  is 


noted  left  of  the  date.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed  as  always . 3,195 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-58 
(NGC).  Some  prooflike  surface  is  visible  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas . 1 ,295 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 925 

1836  Breen-6509.  AU-50 . 850 


Mint  State  1837  $5 


1837  McCloskey-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Quite  elusive 

in  full  Mint  State.  A  “find”  from  among  our 
gold  coins . 3,950 

1838  M-l.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 635 

1844-D  VF-20  (PCGS).  Scarce  Dahlonega  Mint 

issue . 695 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 . 995 

1852-D  EF-45.  Bright  yellow  gold.  A  beautiful 

example;  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen . 1 ,975 

1852-D  VF-20 . 650 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 
protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 


188 1-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,350 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,350 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1 ,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,495 

1894- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1 ,395 

Add  our  great  books 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 
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WHEN  GREAT  COLLECTIONS  ARE  SOLD, 

Bowers  and  Merena  Sells  Them! 


Tli.'  Public  Library, 

N t  w  York  City. 


The  New  York  Public  Library, 

depicted  on  this  vintage  postcard,  is  one  of  the  greatest  insti¬ 
tutions  in  the  city.  This  postcard  brought  back  memories  of 
several  years  ago  when  the  library  consigned  to  us,  for  unre¬ 
served  public  auction,  their  magnificent  collection  of  rare 
United  States  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  related  material.  We 
prepared  a  special  catalogue,  and  in  due  course,  numerous 
record  prices  were  realized. 

Over  the  years  we  have  sold 

hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins  for  over  12,000 
consignors,  ranging  from  important  institutional  collections 
such  as  The  New  York  Public  Library  and  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  to  collections  of  modest  size,  in  the  $5,000  to 
$10,000  range. 

When  the  time  comes  for  you 

to  sell,  there  is  one  obvious  choice — Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  It  is  significant  to  mention  that  of  the  top  10 
world’s  record  prices  held  for  American  coins,  we  hold  seven — 
which  is  more  than  all  of  our  competitors  combined.  Further, 
of  the  three  most  valuable  United  States  coin  collections  ever 
to  cross  the  auction  block,  we  catalogued  and  sold  all  three. 


Whether  your  collection  is 

worth  several  thousand  dollars,  several  million  dollars — or 
more — we  look  forward  to  working  with  you.  We  offer  you 
an  unequaled  record  of  success  extending  back  many  years, 
award-winning  Grand  Format  "  catalogues,  the  preparation 
of  your  material  by  some  of  the  world’s  best  known  numis¬ 
matic  professionals,  and  the  showcasing  of  your  collection 
to  our  world-wide  mailing  list. 

Right  now  we  are  planning 

our  next  several  auction  sales  and  invite  you  to  participate. 
Call  Dave  Bowers  or  Ray  Merena  at  1-800-458-4646  and 
we  will  set  you  on  the  road  to  cashing  a  very  generous 
settlement  check.  Cash  advances  are  also  available  upon  re¬ 
quest.  There  is  no  obligation,  only  the  opportunity  to  sell 
your  rare  coins,  or  your  complete  collection  for  the  very 
best  market  price. 

Let  our  success  be  your  success 

as  well.  Contacting  us  today  may  be  the  most  financially  re¬ 
warding  decision  you  have  ever  made. 


Auctions  by  bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


Do  Any  Exist  Today? 


1913-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue.  .675 


1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine . 2,1  50 

1  he  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  longdistance  by 
the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

Splendid  MS-63  1914-D  $5 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 2,450 

191 6-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Significant 
as  the  final  Indian  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  The  only  subsequent  issue 
was  struck  in  1929  at  Philadelphia . 625 

$10  (iolil  Eagles 

1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high- 
grade  example  of  this  early  Liberty  Head 


$10  date .  1,500 

1852  AU-53  (PCGS) . 625 


1871-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 


rare  eagle . 2,195 

1879  MS-60  (NGC) . 675 

1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1 ,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 
level . 1 .495 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men . 3,895 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 


ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,350 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1903-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 875 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..2,350 
1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

Gem  1912  $5  Gold 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beauty!  5,295 


Our  frequent  correspondent,  David 
Sundrnan  of  Littleton  Coin  Company,  re¬ 
cently  sent  us  a  clipping  from  an  1849  book, 
California.  Four  Months  Among  the 
Gold-Finders,  Being  the  Diary  of  an  Ex¬ 
pedition  from  San  Francisco  to  the 
Gold  Districts,  by  J.  Tyrwhitt 
Brooks,  M.D. 

On  Monday,  July  24,  1 848,  a 
party  came  to  Sutter’s  Fort. 

Some  account  was  given  of  the 
difficulties  between  the  Indians 
and  the  white  men,  the  latter 
having  taken  over  many 
properties.  The  Indians,  as 
might  be  expected,  came 
out  with  the  short  end  of 
the  stick.  The  narrative 
of  this  particular 
visit  picks  up  at 
this  point: 

“After  this  dou¬ 
ble  defeat,  the  tribes 
seem  to  have  given  up  all  idea 
of  prosecuting  a  war  against  their  new  neigh¬ 
bors,  and,  gradually  relinquishing  their  thiev¬ 
ish  habits,  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Fort — sometimes  hunting  and  trapping  for  the 
pale  faces,  and  at  others  labouring  away  at 
ditching  and  brick-making,  being  paid  chiefly 
in  articles  of  clothing  and  small  allowances  of 
pisco.  The  trapper  told  us  that  Captain  Sutter 
has  now  a  tin  coin  in  circulation,  stamped 
with  his  name,  and  good  for  a  certain  amount 
of  merchandise  at  the  Fort.  ” 

The  trouble  is  that  neither  your  editor 
nor  David  Sundrnan  have  ever  heard  of  a 
“tin  coin  in  circulation”  stamped  with  the 
name  of  Sutter.  Nor,  is  one  mentioned  in 
Russell  Rulau’s  United  States  Tokens  book  at 
hand. 

Taking  from  the  shelf  yet  another  book, 
California  Tokens,  by  Charles  V.  Kappen — 


no  small  reference,  this,  comprising  746 
pages  just  about  tokens  in  California! — we 
poked  around  to  see  what  we  could  see.  In 
the  listing  of  Sacramento,  where  Sutter’s 
Fort  was  and  still  is  located,  the  only  entry 
with  the  Sutter  name  was  “Sutter’s  For  Bil¬ 
liard  Parlor.”  Well,  this  particular  token, 
good  for  1  5<t  in  trade,  would  not  have 
had  much  to  do  with  Sutter’s  Fort  as  it 
was  in  1848.  Quite  possibly  the  billiard 
parlor  was  active  around  the  turn  of 
the  present  century.  Today, 
Sutter’s  Fort  is  a  tourist  at¬ 
traction  in  Sacramento, 
and  civilization  sur¬ 
rounds.  Back  in  1848  it 
was  the  center  of  a  ranch¬ 
ing  and  agricultural  en¬ 
terprise  which  ser¬ 
viced  the  local 
area.  It  was 
Sutter  who 
dispatched 
James  Marshall  and  crew 
to  the  American  River  to  set  up  a  lumber 
mill,  and  in  the  process  gold  was  discovered 
in  January  1 848. 

If  any  readers  have  any  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  such  a  token,  we  would  be  happy 
to  learn  of  it.  If  the  token  is  a  struck  (rather 
than  counterstamped)  piece,  as  it  probably 
is  if  actually  made  in  tin  or  white  metal, 
then  no  doubt  it  was  struck  in  the  East,  not 
in  or  near  Sutter’s  Fort,  as  minting  equip¬ 
ment  would  have  been  required.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  time  it  took  to  travel  to  the  East, 
the  token  would  have  been  ordered  earlier, 
perhaps  in  1847.  This  is  not  an  unreason¬ 
able  chronology,  as  Sutter’s  Fort  had  been 
set  up  since  1  839. 

If  any  comments  are  forthcoming  we 
would  be  happy  to  reprint  them  in  a  future 
issue. 
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1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  First 
$10  issue  of  the  newly  opened  Denver  Mint; 
probably  struck  from  gold  from  the  Cripple 
Creek  Gold  District  about  75  miles  to  the 


southwest  of  Denver . 895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Struck  during  the  earthquake  vear. 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
key  date  on  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Attractive 
light  orange-gold  toning.  Mint  State  examples 

of  this  issue  are  quite  underrated . 6,450 

A  little  known  fact  concerning  the  1908-D:  the  mint- 
mark  in  this  issue  is  literally  “way  out  in  left  field,”  and  is  to 
the  left  of  the  branch.  Mintmarks  on  all  later  $10  pieces  are 
in  an  entirely  different  position,  under  the  branch. 

Moreover,  not  only  was  the  mintmark  position  changed 
on  later  (with  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST)  $10  pieces, 
many  other  details  of  the  reverse  were  reconfigured  as  well — 
different  letter  sizes,  distances  from  the  rim,  and  so  on. 


1910  MS-61  (PCGS) . 469 

1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

Quite  scarce  this  nice . 579 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS) . 469 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here  to 
help  you  build  a  numismatic  collection  that 
will  contain  attractive  rare  coins,  priced  to  be 
excellent  values,  a  collection  you  can  be  very 
proud  to  own  and  display.  We  invite  you  to 
order  from  our  catalogues,  or  send  us  your 
personal  want  list  for  our  prompt  attention. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the  show¬ 
casing  of  your  important  coins  or  collec¬ 
tion  in  our  award-winning  auctions.  (An 
auction  brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to  treat 
you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated. 


$20  Gold 
Double  Naples 

The  public  fascination  for  $20  pieces  contin¬ 
ues,  and  these  have  been  great  sellers  here  ar  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries.  More  than  just  a  few 
people  are  endeavoring  to  put  together  date  runs 
of  sequences  of  these  pieces,  often  selecting 
grades  such  as  MS-60  through  MS-64  as  being 
an  ideal  meeting  point  between  high  quality  and 
low  price. 

1873-S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1875  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876-S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 675 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  recently 

bought  a  little  cache  of  1 1  specimens  of  these, 
and  offer  you  a  brilliant,  lustrous  piece  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality  for  only . 595 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find 
in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as 
such.  Lustrous  and  very  beautiful.  Guaranteed 


to  please! . 3,450 

191 1-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

19 13- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1914- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 569 

1914-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 


1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all 
grades,  particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  of¬ 
fered.  This  coin  is  an  ideal  buy  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Not  often  do  we  have  such  a  beauty  to 


offer! . 4,850 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


B&M  Belt 
Clip  for  Keys 

(or  for  BL-7X jjlass) 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  magnifying 
glass  or  keys?  This  little  metal-cased 
“reel”  consists  of  a  plastic  coated  wo¬ 
ven  wire,  two  feet  long,  which  attaches 
to  a  belt  loop  or  pocket  edge.  At  the 
end  of  the  wire  is  a  key  ring  which  re¬ 
tracts  into  the  reel  as  soon  as  you  let 
go.  Useful  for  keys,  magnifying  glass, 
or  anything  else  that  fits  on  a  key  ring. 
Decorated  with  the  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  “griffin”  logotype  and  inscription. 

$6 

(glass  not  included) 
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Wouldn't  ll 
Have  Been 


Nice  If. . .? 


by  Bill  Fivaz 


I  have  just  finished  reading  through  the  first  few  sections 
of  the  new  book  Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading  and  Counter¬ 
feit  Detection,  published  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading 
Service  (PCGS),  edited  by  Scott  Travers  and  with  an  intro¬ 
duction  by  Dave  Bowers.  When  you  get  a  chance,  buy  your¬ 
self  a  copy — it’s  the  “inside  information”  on  a  lot  of  impor¬ 
tant  things  every  collector/investor  should  know!  The  com¬ 
ments  I  make  are  not  a  book  review,  but  simply  observations 
and  opinions  based  upon  the  discussion  set  forth  on  the  cur¬ 
rently  used  1-70  point  Sheldon  Grading  Scale  (page  5  in  the 
new  book’s  chapter 
titfed  “What  are  coins? 

What  is  Grading?  How 
do  you  do  it?”). 

In  that  chapter  it 
states:  “This  scale  has 
shortcomings.  Its  most 
obvious  deficiency  is 
that  of  the  70  numbers 
available,  only  11  — 
those  from  60  to  70 — 
are  set  aside  for  Mint 
State  coins  and  unim¬ 
paired  Proofs.  These 
coins  have  assumed  far 
greater  importance 
than  the  circulated 
coins  during  the  last 
quarter  century,  and  it 
would  be  desirable  to 
have  more  space  for 
them  on  the  grading 
spectrum  to  reflect 

their  degrees  of  difference  more  precisely.  Nonetheless, 
PCGS  has  used  the  1-70  scale  since  opening  for  business  in 
1986,  because  by  that  time  the  system  enjoyed  wide  accep¬ 
tance  among  both  collectors  and  dealers.” 

Also  as  stated  earlier  in  that  chapter,  it  was  ANACS 
(then  a  part  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association; 
later  sold  to  the  publishers  of  Coin  World),  in  an  effort  to 
standardize  the  grading  system  in  the  hot  mid-70’s  mar¬ 
ket,  that  re-established  the  Sheldon  1-70  Large  Cent  grad¬ 
ing  scale  for  all  coins.  Among  the  options  the  panel  ap¬ 
pointed  to  devise  a  workable  system  considered  was  a  1- 


“Pie-in-the-Sky”  100  Point  Grading  System: 

it  of 
Actual 

Verbal  Grade  Numerical  Grade  Actual  Number  Numbers 

Spread  Used  Used  Now 

Basal 

1-4 

1  &  3 

0 

Poor 

5-9 

5  &  7 

1 

Fair 

10-14 

10  &  12 

1 

About  Good 

15-19 

15  &  17 

1 

Good 

20-29 

20,  25  &  28 

2 

Very  Good 

30-39 

30,  35  &  38 

2 

Fine 

40-49 

40,  45  &  48 

2 

Very  Fine 

50-59 

50,  53,  55  &  58 

4 

Extremely  Fine 

60-69 

60,  63,  65  &  68 

2 

About  Uncirculated 

70-79 

70,  73,  75  &  78 

4 

Uncirculated/Proof 

80-100 

80,  81,  82,  83,  84,  85 
86,  87,  88,  89,  90,  91 
92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  97, 
98,  99,  &  100 

11 

100  scale  in  lieu  o!  the  1-70  numbers. 
Wouldn’t  it  have  been  nice  if...??? 

Now,  dear  readers,  please  clearly  under¬ 
stand  that  I’m  not  promoting  this  (wow, 
would  I  get  the  letters!!),  but  consider  the 
following: 

1 .  A  1-100  scale  would  provide  a  much 
greater  (and  needed)  latitude  for  precision 
grading.  Whoa!  Stop!!  More  precision  grad¬ 
ing?  Just  how  far  can  we  go  in  this  all-too- 
subjective  arena  of  assigning  numbers  to  a 
coin?  Well,  with  the  price  spreads  between 
grades  such  as  they  are  today,  especially  in 
the  Mint  State  grades,  it  may  be  a  legitimate 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  we  need  more 
than  1 1  grades  for  Uncirculated  coins. 

Years  ago,  when  “the  market”  went  to  the 
1 1 -point  grading  system  for  the  Uncirculated  category,  I  was 
one  ol  the  first  and  most  vocal  nay-sayers  who  said  there  was  no 
way  possible  to  determine  if  one  Mint  State  coin  was  one  point 
better  or  worse  than  another. 

In  retrospect,  I  was  probably  wrong.  I  am  now  convinced 
that  if  someone  proficient  in  grading,  having  the  basic  funda¬ 
mentals  and  a  good  eye,  took  an  original  bag  of  Morgan  dollars, 
for  example,  he/she  could  put  those  1,000  coins  in  at  least  10 
piles,  with  pile  “A”  being  a  bit  nicer  than  pile  “B”,  pile  “B”  a 
little  better  than  pile  “C”,  etc.  Realize  at  this  point  that  those  10 

or  more  piles  would  not 
include  the  upper  grades 
of  MS-68,  69,  or  70,  as 
the  chances  of  finding 
one  or  more  in  these  lofty 
grades  in  the  bag  would 
be  infinitesimal.  There¬ 
fore,  in  my  opinion,  it  is 
possible  to  grade  some 
coins  on  an  incremental 
1-point  basis.  The  rub 
comes  in  as  to  whether  or 
not  anyone  can  do  it  on  a 
consistent  basis. 

2.  The  100-point 
grading  system  would  also 
be  a  great  deal  easier  to 
understand,  especially  for 
new  collectors  being  in¬ 
troduced  into  this  won¬ 
derful  world  of  numis¬ 
matics  and  grading.  Ev¬ 
eryone  is  completely  com¬ 
fortable  with  “marks”  (grades)  from  1  to  100  because  we  use  them 
so  frequently  in  our  everyday  lives. 

However,  those  of  us  who  have  become  accustomed  to  the 
(now)  standard  1-70  Sheldon  system  over  the  past  20  years,  very 
frankly,  would  have  one  heckuva  time  accepting  the  “new”  100 
point  numbers.  In  looking  at  the  above  chart,  we’d  forever 
equate  the  number  “63”  with  a  mid-grade  Mint  State  piece,  not 
one  that  fell  mid-way  in  the  Extremely  Fine  category,  even  if  it 
was  preceded  by  the  “EF”  designation  (“EF-63"). 

As  I  said,  I’m  in  no  way  proposing  that  this  system  be  used 
or  even  considered...  let’s  face  it,  it  would  never  be  accepted 
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because  we’ve  all  programmed  the  current  Sheldon  I  -70  numbers  into 
our  mental  computers. . .  what  would  be  done  with  the  millions  of  en¬ 
capsulated  coins  already  out  there  in  the  market?  I'd  hate  to  think  of 
the  logistics  involved  in  that!  But... 

Wouldn’t  it  have  been  nice  if...?? 

Editor’s  comment:  It  is  never  too  late  to  change  to  a  better  system 
in  anything.  Bill  Fivaz  has  some  good  ideas.  Although  numerical  grad¬ 
ing  has  been  with  us  lor  some  time,  the  Sheldon  System  has  so  many 
flaws  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  think  about  a  revision. 

As  Bill  mentions,  the  Sheldon  System  allows  only  1 1  points  for  the 


all-important  Mint  State  range.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Very  Fine 
category  begins  at  VF-20  and  stops  just  short  of  EF-40  and  occupies 
20  different  numbers,  or  nearly  twice  as  many  as  Mint  State. 

We  have  always  felt  that  grading  numbers  are  but  one  of  several  im¬ 
portant  factors  in  valuing  a  coin.  Along  with  any  revision  (dare  such  a 
thing  take  place!)  of  the  grading  numbers  there  should  also  be  an  empha¬ 
sis  on  educating  buyers  about  other  factors  including  sharpness  of  strike  and 
overall  quality  (eye  appeal). 

There  are  many  areas  of  numismatics  (paper  money,  tokens,  and  medals 
are  examples)  for  which  no  uniformly  accepted  grading  standards  have  yet 
been  formulated.  Might  it  be  desirable  to  begin  with  a  1  to  100  scale ? 


For  the  Eliasberg  Collection  Pedigree  File 


Saul  Teichman,  one  of  America 's  most-accomplished  numismatic 
historians  and  researchers,  sent  this  letter,  which  we  reprint  here  as  it 
sheds  new  light  on  some  of  the  pedigrees  of  coins  we  offered  in  1996 and 
1997  as  part  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection.  A  few  other 
items  are  mentioned  as  well: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“I  have  just  finished  reading  your  book  on  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
cents.  Regrettably,  at  this  time,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  is  in  your 
book.  If  1864-L  Proofs  were  restruck  circa  1871,  I  can  find  no 
evidence  as  to  why.  The  letter  ‘L’  is  not  mentioned  in  any  great  early 
pattern  sale  for  either  1863  or  1864.  This  is  unlike  the  1864  Small 
Motto  two-cent  piece  which  had  been  noticed  by  the  Mickley  Sale  of 
1 867.  I  will  continue  to  look  into  this  when  I  get  a  chance. 

“With  regard  to  The  Eliasberg  Collection,  first  and  foremost, 
Congratulations!  They  were  great  sales  with  great  catalogues.  I  hope 
you  produce  a  plate  supplement  similar  to  what  was  done  with  the 
Taylor  Collection. 

“With  regard  to  pedigrees,  I  know  ol  the  following  additions  and / 
or  corrections  at  this  time: 


May  1996  Eliasberg  Collection  sale: 

Lot  56.  Non  Vi  Virtute  Vici,  apparently  the  Mills,  J.S.  Jenks  coin. 
Lot  157.  Ex  Hull,  Lot  761. 

Lot  1 58.  Ex  Winsor,  Lot  1 126. 

Lot  162.  Ex  Hull,  Lot  787. 

Lot  168.  Ex  Gschwend,  Lot  244. 

Lot  179.  Ex  Hull,  Lot  787. 

Lot  1 188.  Ex  Winsor,  Lot  1 132. 

Lots  195,  197,  198.  Ex  Chapman  sale. 

Lot  196.  Ex  McCabe,  Lot  135. 

Lot  259.  Ex  Winsor,  Lot  1125. 

Lots  291,  292.  Ex  Randall. 

Lot  293.  Ex  Hull,  Lot  818. 

Lots  367-371.  Ex  Low’s  H.G.  Brown  sale. 

Lot  453.  Ex  Gschwend  Lot  711. 

Lot  455.  Ex  Gschwend,  Lot  712. 

Lot  461 .  Ex  Gschwend,  Lot  715? 

Lot  463.  Ex  Gschwend,  Lot  716. 

Lot  465.  Ex  Gschwend,  Lot  717. 

Ix)t  554.  Ex  Parmelee,  M.A.  Brown  sales. 

Ix>ts  1009,  1  168  pair  ex  Gschwend,  Lot  182. 


April  1997  Eliasberg  Collection  sale: 

Lot  1383.  Ex  Mills,  Lot  994. 

Lot  1391.  1827/3  Original.  The  Superior  7/1993  listing  is  the  Boyd 
example. 

Lot  1495.  1870-CC.  None  in  H.P.  Smith  sale;  apparently  ex  Wetmore, 
Lot  437. 

Lot  1505.  Either  the  Eliasberg  or  Norweb  example  is  ex  Mougey,  Lot  778. 

Lot  1674  is  not  the  Winsor  Lot  598  coin. 

Lot  1676  appears  to  be  ex  Stickney  Lot  932. 

Lot  1677  possibly  ex  Stickney  Lot  933. 

Lot  1688  possibly  ex  Stickney  Lot  942. 

Lot  2015  (1871-CC),  Lot  2019  (1872-CC),  and  Lot  2025  (1873-CC) 
are  not  in  H.P.  Smith  sale;  probably  from  Wetmore!! 

Lot  2265.  Ex  Mills  Lot  767. 

“When  I  get  a  chance  to  see  the  H.P.  Smith  and  Stickney  bid  books 
which  were  purchased  for  the  American  Numismatic  Society  at  the 
March  sale  by  Charles  Davis,  I  will  possibly  have  additional  correc¬ 
tions/verifications. 

“The  other  note  which  might  be  of  interest  involves  the  Judd-58 
Lot  2200  in  the  Eliasberg  sale.  This  Alignment  III  example  is  an  early 
restriking  as  the  die  cracks  are  not  as  strong  or  extensive  as  on  the  J- 
60,  Lot  2201,  for  example.  I  spoke  with  Mike  Carboneau  regarding 
the  Gobrechts.  He  notes  that  usually  Alignment  IV’s  show  light 
cracks  and  Alignment  Ills  usually  show  heavy  cracks,  such  as  what 
appear  on  the  copper  J-59.  Based  on  this,  it  appears  that  Alignment 
III  examples  of  J-58  were  struck  on  at  least  two  different  occasions. 
Comparison  of  the  Eliasberg  example  with  Alignment  IV  and  other 
Alignment  III  examples  should  be  performed  to  determine  an  emis¬ 
sion  sequence — I  cannot  trace  the  existence  of  any  J-58  prior  to 
Cogan’s  December  1859  sale  of  the  Joseph  N.T.  Levick  Collection, 
although  I  will  continue  to  look. 

“It  would  be  helpful  if  advanced  collectors  who  own  examples  of 
J-58  would  write  regarding  alignments  and  strength  of  die  cracks. 
This  is  also  true  for  1838  J-84  Alignment  III  and  Alignment  IV.  The 
early  Alignment  III  striking  in  the  Eliasberg  sale  from  perfect  dies  was 
a  surprise  to  many  of  us.  The  rarity  of  this  date  has  made  it  difficult 
to  see  the  number  of  examples  one  would  like  for  determining  the 
emission  sequence  of  these  as  well.  Research  continues. 

“If  I  come  up  with  anything  else  I  will  let  you  know.” 

“Regards,” 

— Saul  Teichman 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  “clas¬ 
sic”  era  1892-1954.  However,  the  market  has  been 
very  lacklustre  in  recent  times,  and  quite  a  few 
scarce  and  rare  commemoratives  are  in  the  cellar 
price-wise.  Exactly  why  this  is,  we  can’t  say,  except 
that  we  suspect  that  the  deservedly  negative  press 
given  to  many  modern  commemorative  issues 
(those  being  sold  currently  and  dated  in  the  1 990s) 
has  something  to  do  with  it.  Bad  publicity  some¬ 
times  affects  good  things  as  well — perhaps  a  codi¬ 
cil  to  Gresham’s  Law.*, 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins ,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  is  viewed  as  authoritative  by  just  about  ev¬ 
eryone,  unhestitatingly  states  that  among  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  few  if  any  issues  can  match 
commemoratives  for  their  historical  significance. 
Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden  with  low 
mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint  State  grade, 
with  mintages  less  than  10,000  pieces,  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes  well 
under — certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T.  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Washington-Carver  series  being  prime 
examples. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  current  market  cycle  trans¬ 
lates  into  a  great  opportunity  to  put  together  a  col¬ 
lection  for  a  very  reasonable  price. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  spe¬ 
cial  in  mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set 
which  consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dol¬ 
lars  plus  the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900 
Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our 
inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  various  issues 
for  your  selection. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lightly 


toned . 285 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-50 . 299 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 795 


On  the  obverse  are  pictured  two  governors  of  Alabama, 
the  governor  when  the  area  became  a  state,  and  the  current 
governor  in  1921.  The  latter  became  the  first  living  person 
ever  to  be  pictured  on  an  American  legal  tender  coin.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  many  precedents  for  pictures  of  living 
people  on  currency,  including  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Spencer 


M.  Clark  in  the  1860s. 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-62  Brilliant . 235 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 450 


1936  Albany.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...725 

1937  Antietam.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1 935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 265 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 70 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 


1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 75 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  ((NGC).  Brilliant.  ...99 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 135 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 165 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  125 


...and  the  scene  is  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  San 
Francisco,  with  the  Cliff  House  in  the  left 
background  (perched  on  the  rocks)  and 
the  home  of  Adolph  Sutro  and  observa¬ 
tion  tower  in  the  background  to  the 
right.  Possibly  some  of  the  crowd  repre¬ 
sent  visitors  who  had  just  come  from  the 
Panama-Pacific  Exposition  held  there  that 
year.  The  American  Numismatic  Association 

also  had  its  convention  in  San  Francisco  in  the  summer  of  1915,  but  for  rea¬ 
sons  not  completely  clear  today,  the  attendance  was  minimal. 
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1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 165 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  135 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2, 1 04  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  ot  just  2,100 — one  ol  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1 939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 895 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

1934  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  145 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant .  125 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from 

a  mintage  of  only  2,004! . 850 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 325 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 


under  construction;  probably  snapped 
sometime  in  the  early  1930s.  In  1936 
the  completed  bridge  was  featured  on  a 
commemorative  half  dollar. 


1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 


1937-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice.  490 

As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative 
series  with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1 937-D,  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  series,  offer  low  mintages  for  prices 
that  are  only  slightly  higher  than  common  varieties.  If  you 
are  putting  together  a  type  set  you  may  wish  to  add  a  piece 


such  as  this. 

1937-D  Boone,  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  rare . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

Last  issue  in  the  Boone  series,  low  mintage,  and  very 
desirable.  Another  true  bargain,  in  our  opinion.  Ditto  for  the 
branch  mint  issues  of  this  year. 

1938  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare  so 

fine . 840 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...45 


The  Carver- Washington  series,  which  began  in  1 95 1  and 
continued  through  1954,  was  generally  ignored  at  that  time. 
Few  collectors  bothered  to  add  to  sets  each  year.  The  result  is 
that  many  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  their  low  mintages 
indicate.  With  regard  to  scattered  issues  in  the  series  that 
have  high  mintages,  many  of  the  coins  were  melted.  It  is 
somewhat  of  a  numismatic  mystery  as  to  precisely  how  many 
of  each  Carver- Washington  half  dollar  die  variety  actually 
were  distributed. 

195 1-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 

1951- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  45 
1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...25 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  12.95 

1952- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  195 

1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  99 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  59 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...49 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  89 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 89 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  55 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  195 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  49 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  79 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  39 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

Always  a  popular  issue — one  of  the  more  available  from 
the  watershed  year  of  1936  (when  more  designs  and  varieties 
were  issued  than  at  any  other  time). 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 


1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 


1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 


Issued  by  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  which  was 
supposed  to  have  opened  in  Chicago  in  1 892,  commemorat¬ 
ing  the  400th  anniversary  of  Columbus'  “discovery”  of 
America.  Construction,  however,  ran  behind  schedule,  and 
the  gates  were  not  thrown  open  to  the  general  public  until 
1893.  Meanwhile,  many  1892-dated  half  dollars  were  pro¬ 
duced,  this  being  the  first  American  commemorative  coin  of 
this  denomination.  In  1 893,  reflective  of  the  reality  that  the 
fair  opened  this  year,  many  additional  pieces  were  struck. 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 

and  blue  toning  around  the  periphery. . 125 

1893  Columbian.  AU-58  (PCI) . 19 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 615 

On  the  reverse  is  pictured  the  Charter  Oak.  Critics  in 
1935  suggested  that  the  leaves  were  much  too  large,  but  the 
answer  was  that  this  was  merely  artistic  license.  The  Charter 
Oak  stood  in  Hartford  until  it  was  blown  down  in  a  wind¬ 


storm  in  the  1850s. 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  light 

golden  toning  evenly  spread  over  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
brilliant  centers  enhanced  by  light  blue  and 

gold  peripheral  toning . 295 

1922  Grant.  Star.  EF-45 . 550 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 565 


One  of  three  “type”  coins  with  a  distribution  of  just 
10,000  pieces  (the  other  being  the  1928  Hawaiian  and  the 
1935  Old  Spanish  Trail).  Ever  popular. 

1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Rarer  in  AU  than  in  Mint 


State  (for  most  went  to  collectors!) . 485 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 535 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 92 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 650 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 


One  of  the  most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 
reverse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest  work  of 
John  R.  Sinnock  (who  later  became  the  chief  engraver  at  the 


Mint). 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 75 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 795 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 
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1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant 
1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  575 

This  particular  half  dollar  has  a  mysterious  aspect,  inas¬ 
much  as  no  one  knows  who  actually  designed  it.  Anthony  de 
Francisci  (who  is  better  known  for  the  1921  Peace  dollar 
made  the  next  year)  produced  models,  but  the  original  artist 
has  never  been  identified.  Perhaps  some  digging  in  the  Maine 
State  Archives  would  produce  the  needed  information. 


1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1920  Maine.  AU-50 . 79 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1921  Missouri.  2x4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .435 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 699 


Quite  hard  to  find  in  medium  to  upper  levels  of  Mint 
State,  particularly  if  attractive — as  is  the  coin  presently  of¬ 
fered. 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  295 
1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 

The  Westchester  County  (New  York)  Coin  Club  spon¬ 
sored  and  helped  with  the  distribution  of  this  issue,  mainly 
behind  the  scenes.  The  commemorative  was  a  very  popular 
one  from  the  outset,  and  the  sales  were  held  in  a  manner  that 
everyone  considered  fair. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 410 

1936  Norfolk  commemorative  half  dollar  imprinted 
cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to  distribute 
the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit  item.  ...  1 49 
1926  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins’took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  providing  a  great 


opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-60 . 110 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

Many  of  these  were  distributed  at  the  Century  of  Progress 
exposition  held  in  Chicago. 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 145 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon,  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

This  was  the  last  year  that  Oregon  coins  were  released, 
and  only  in  limited  quantities.  Today,  such  pieces  are  scarce 
or  rare,  and  yet  the  market  price  is  remarkably  inexpensive. 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 475 


1939-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

Remarkably  low  mintage. 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

Remarkably  low  mintage. 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64,  Brilliant.  1,1 50 

It  was  originally  intended  that  these  and  other  Panama- 
Pacific  commemorative  coins  be  struck  on  the  Exposition 
grounds,  but  this  did  not  prove  feasible,  and  the  regular  fa¬ 
cilities  ol  the  San  Francisco  Mint  were  used  instead. 

1915-S  Panama- Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 350 


1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 479 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 750 


Pilgrim  half  dollars  of  this  date,  struck  in  limited  num¬ 
bers,  were  not  necessary — as  many  unsold  1 920  Pilgrims  were 
still  on  hand  and,  besides,  the  piece  celebrates  the  300th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  in  Plymouth  in  1 620, 
whereas  1921  would  have  been  the  301st  anniversary.  Never 
mind,  the  variety  helped  spur  coin  sales — and  was  one  of  the 
early  entries  in  an  expanded  series  of  varieties  created  espe¬ 


cially  for  the  collector  market. 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 


Your  editor  is  seeking  information  concerning  the  Rhode 
Island  Numismatic  Society,  founded  in  Providence  in  1863 
(or  per  other  accounts  in  1 864).  Particularly  useful  would  be 
minutes  of  meetings,  transcribed  reports,  or  anything  stat¬ 
ing  who  belonged  and  what  happened.  This  is  in  connection 
with  a  research  project  involving  19th-century  tokens,  cer¬ 
tain  of  which  were  made  to  the  order  of  the  Society  or  re¬ 


struck  on  their  behalf. 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 


This  issue  pictured  Senator  Joseph  Kohinson,  who  was 
living  at  the  time — one  of  several  violations  of  Mint  policy 
in  which  living  persons  were  not  to  be  illustrated  on  cur¬ 
rent  coinage. 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 
with  light  gold  and  blue  peripheral  toning.  Very 


attractive! . 1 09 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-62.  Brilliant . 89 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,099 

A  highly  important  issue.  Just  10,000  were  distributed. 
Absolutely  essential  for  the  completion  of  a  design  type  set. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 


Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas  commemoratives, 
which  continued  through  1938.  The  formation  of  a  com¬ 
plete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable  possibility,  and 


even  the  lower-mintage  issues  are  very  inexpensive. 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . US 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  1 ‘1 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  lc) 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 219 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1 937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

This  year  registered  some  of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the 
Texas  series. 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299 
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Official  Guide  to  Coin 
Grading  and  Counterfeit 
Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Rowers 

This  guide  will  be  a  welcome  addition  to 
even  the  most  advanced  numismatic  library. 
Secrets  of  coin  grading  and  the  techniques 
involved,  diagnostics  of  various  grade  levels, 
and  more  are  arranged  for  easy  reference. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200.  List  price  $29.95. 
See  page  64  for  discount  information. 
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UNITE 


1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 273 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

Very  low  mintage,  vet  surprisingly  affordable  in  this  gem 
grade. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

Another  low-mintage  issue. 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 390 

.All  1925  Vancouver  pieces  were  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  but  due  to  an  oversight,  the  S  mintmark  was 
omitted. 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 295 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58 . 265 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165 

Among  early  commemoratives,  the  designs  of  the  Ver¬ 
mont  are  in  the  highest  relief  of  any — giving  each  piece  a 
sculptured  effect.  Even  so,  there  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
any  striking  problems,  and  nearly  all  pieces  we  have  seen  are 
quite  well  detailed. 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ..25 

Today,  the  assembly  of  a  set  of  Booker  T.  Washington 
half  dollars,  1 946-1 95 1 ,  is  an  interesting  pursuit.  Even  scarce 


dates  are  very  inexpensive. 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1 947- D  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1 947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 175 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

Mintage:  5 10,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1951-S  B.T.W  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 


T.J.  Writes  from  Arizona 

“As  a  collector  of  limited  means,  I  am 
!  apt  to  buy  the  book  rather  than  the  coin. 
I  can’t  tell  you  how  important  the  books 
you  sent  are  to  me,  nor  how  much  I’m 
I  enjoying  reading  them. 

“I  look  forward  to  many,  many  long 
I  years  of  relationship  with  your  fine  organi¬ 
zation.” 


STATES  COMMEMORATIVE 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 


Many  readers  will  remember  that  the  “final  distribution” 
of  the  1936  York  commemorative  half  dollars  occurred  not 
in  1936  or  even  anytime  close  to  it,  but  in  1984  when  we 
sold  the  estate  collection  of  Walter  P.  Nichols,  the  official 
distributor  of  the  pieces.  On  hand  were  a  number  of  coins 
that  had  been  held  back  at  the  time. 


1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 154 


Coiniiieinoialive  Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid"  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 
special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  America’s  most  inter¬ 
esting  series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in 
grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  for  40  years, 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

$1295 

1921  Alabama  plain 

475 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

595 

$2950 

1936  Albany 

235 

$259 

350 

1937  Antietam 

510 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

98 

1935-D 

98 

265 

1936 

89 

1936-D 

125 

395 

1936-S 

89 

1937 

89 

295 

1937-D 

135 

1937-S 

115 

395 

1938 

135 

1938-D 

175 

1938-S 

165 

1939 

299 

350 

1939-D 

315 

1939-S 

315 

350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

119 

Boone  type 

1934 

89 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

115 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

145 

1935/34-S 

525 

850 

1936 

95 

105 

1936-D 

115 

1936-S 

115 

175 

1937 

115 

175 

COINS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-D 

$295 

$335 

1937-S 

$525 

1938 

415 

495 

1938-D 

1938-S 

415 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

135 

295 

1925-S  California 

175 

840 

Carver- Washington 

1951-D 

45 

1952 

19 

1953 

49 

1954 

39 

< 

1954-D 

39 

49 

1954-S 

39 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

265 

1936-D 

285 

315 

630 

1936-S 

289 

315 

1936  Cleveland 

75 

89 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

195 

210 

1936-D 

210 

225 

1892  Columbian 

795 

1893  Columbian 

125 

1935  Connecticut 

225 

1936  Delaware 

239 

375 

1936  Elgin 

205 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

835 

1924  Huguenot 

115 

535 

1 946  Iowa 

85 

89 

109 

1925  Lexington 

109 

650 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

169 

625 

1936  Long  Island 

79 

95 

1 936  Lynchburg 

185 

195 

1920  Maine 

210 

575 

1934  Maryland 

145 

369 

1921  Missouri 

699 

1923-S  Monroe 

125 

1936  Norfolk 

410 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

145 

209 

1926-S 

145 

209 

1928 

219 

299 

1933-D 

280 

315 

1934-D 

175 

195 

1936 

155 

209 

1936-S 

169 

1937-D 

185 

209 

1938 

225 

255 

1938-D 

245 

285 

1938-S 

245 

259 

1939-D 

695 

1939-S 

515 

695 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

695 
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|  VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1920  Pilgrim 

$89 

$479 

1921  Pilgrim 

165 

$235 

750 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

235 

1936-D 

89 

105 

235 

1936-S 

89 

245 

1937  Roanoke 

195 

215 

239 

1936  Robinson 

89 

109 

1935-S  San  Diego 

69 

79 

1936-D  San  Diego 

85 

99 

1926  Sesqui 

169 

415 

4950 

Texas  type 

1934 

119 

155 

1935 

155 

1935-D 

119 

155 

1935-S 

119 

155 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

155 

1937-S 

119 

155 

1938 

275 

299 

1938-D 

309 

1938-S 

309 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

1050 

1 927  Vermont 

179 

1936  Wisconsin 

’  189 

199 

1936  York 

175 

185 

210 

B.T.W.  Type 

1946 

25 

1946-S 

28 

1947 

39 

1947-D 

39 

1948 

65 

1948-D 

55 

1948-S 

65 

1949 

79 

99 

1949-D 

99 

1949-S 

99 

1950 

49 

69 

1950-D 

49 

1950-S 

25 

45 

1951 

39 

59 

1951-D 

59 

65 

Modern  Commems 


1993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-63.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue.  SPECIAL  OPPORTU¬ 
NITY!  As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  just  20  pieces 
remaining  (from  our  purchase  of  100).  .  19.95 
The  Guide  Book  contains  this  notice:  “9,656  of  the  Un¬ 
circulated  version  were  privately  marked  on  the  edge  with  a 
serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the  Madison  Foundation 
and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.” 

Don’t  miss  the  book  for  sale 
section!  It  starts  on  page  60. 


COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


STATES 

Commemorative 
Cold  Coins 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Virtually  identical  in  design  to  the 
1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars.  Only  5,016 
examples  were  issued.  Gem-quality  survivors 

are  always  in  high  demand . 2,950 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

A  splendid  specimen . 1,795 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55 
(PCGS) . 625 

Remarkable  Proof  like  Jefferson  $1 


Mint  Sets 

1948  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5G  10C,  25c,  50C. 

MS-63-64 . 235 

1949  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25c,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 410 

1952  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 
MS-63-65 . 295 

1954  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 115 

1955  Double  Mint  Set.  1C,  5C,  10C,  25C,  50C. 

MS-63-65 . 85 

1968-D  mint  set.  From  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  col¬ 
lection,  with  certificate  of  authenticity.  Housed 
in  original  cellophane  holder.  Contains.  1C,  5C, 
10C,  25C,  50C . 19.95 

California  Small 
Denomination  Cold 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 
very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up  in 
its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof  for 

all  intents  and  purposes . 2,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant 

and  lustrous,  an  all-around  “nice” . 1,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  mar¬ 
ket  offers  many  really  excellent  buys,  and  we 
have  been  emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in  this 

area .  750 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 415 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  popular  commemorative,  guaranteed  to 

please!  .  1,095 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 1,795 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  725 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  485 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant. 

Several  times  scarcer  than  the  1916-dated  ver¬ 
sion  of  this  issue.  Just  purchased  and  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please! . 1,350 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(PCGS) . 1.595 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 795 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 510 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


Rmiml  Y')f 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221.  Liberty 


Head.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS- 

63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1872/1  BG-868.  Indian  Head.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 395 

lldagoiml  2~»’ 

1875  BG-797.  Indian  Head.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 


limiml  .lilt 

1870  BG-1010.  Liberty  Head.  AU-55  (PCGS).  235 

lloiniil  $1 

Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  proof  like,  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round- 
format  gold  dollars  are  all  rarities . 3,850 

llflaounal  bold  SI 

1869  BG-1 106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS).  695 

1871  BG-1 109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  gem. 
Very  attractive! . 1 ,950 

Phone  in  your  order  1-800-222-5993  I 

Fax  in  your  order  603-569-5319 
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We  Know  Ton'll  Enjoy 


The  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

Build  a  Truly  Meaningful  Collection 


There  are  many  advantages  to 
being  a  member  of  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program.  Each  month 
you  will  receive  in  your  mailbox 
beautiful  and  desirable  coins  you 
will  enjoy  owning,  sharing  with 
your  family,  and  showing  to  your 
friends. 

Personal  service  is  a  hallmark  of 

the  Collection  Porfolio  Prgram. 
Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  will 
work  closely  with  Gail  Watson 
(your  account  representatives)  to 
cherrypick  pieces  that  fit  your 
specifications — in  the  grades  you 
want,  with  the  aesthetic  quality  you 
want,  at  the  prices  you  want  to 
pay — satisfaction  guaranteed!  And, 
there  is  no  extra  charge  for  our  ex¬ 
pertise. 


We  Give  Ton 
These  Collecting 
Advantages: 

•  You  will  enjoy  being  a  member. 

•  You  will  build  a  beautiful  and 
meaningful  collection,  quickly 
and  conveniently. 

•  You  will  receive  personal  atten¬ 
tion  to  your  collecting  needs. 

•  You  will  have  first  pick  of  all  new 
purchases  we  make. 

•  Your  program  will  be  designed 
by  you ,  specificially  for  your  col¬ 
lecting  interests. 

•  You  will  receive  special  discounts 
reserved  for  CPP  members. 

•  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed; 
we  know  you’ll  be  delighted. 

•  You’ll  get  a  $50  gift  certificate  if 
you  join  within  30  days. 


Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a 

type  set  of  United  States  coin  de¬ 
signs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver,  or 
gold;  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking  Lib¬ 
erty  half  dollars;  or  any  other  spe¬ 
cialty,  the  CPP  is  the  most  conve¬ 
nient  and  economical  way  to  do  it. 
Programs  are  available  for  $100  a 
month  upward  and  can  be  charged 
to  your  credit  card.  And,  you  can 
discontinue  your  membership  at 
any  time. 

Special  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
121  Bonus  -  If  you  join  the  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  within 
the  next  30  days,  you  will  receive  a 
$50  certificate  to  be  used  towards 
any  numismatic  books  you  pur¬ 
chase.  Simply  mention  the  RCR 
No.  121  Bonus  upon  enrollment. 


Join  Today — We’d  Love  To  Get  Ton  Started! 


□  Pm  ready  to  join!  Call  me  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  and  send  my 
S50  RCR  No.  121  Bonus! 


I  would  like  to  collect: 


Monthly  amount: 


I  would  like  to  pay  by:  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 
Card  Number: _ Exp.  Date:. 


□  Please  send  me 

Name 

more  information  about  joining  the  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

Daytime  Phone 

r 


Coin  Quiz 

Rarities,  BUT... 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  United  States 
coins  considered  to  be  scarce  or  rare  within  the  context  of 
their  respective  series.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get 
six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight 
right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine 
or  10  correct,  and  you  deserve  a  1970-D  Kennedy  half 
dollar  (which,  in  its  own  context,  is  scarce). 

1  •  The  aficionado  of  Washington  quarter  dollars  will 
find  that  this  variety  is  quite  common  in  worn  grades  such  as 
VG,  Fine,  and  VF,  but  in  gem  Mint  State,  say  MS-65,  the 
variety  is  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series: 

a.  1932. 

♦b.  1936-D. 

c.  1946-S. 

d.  1949-S. 

2*  Most  of  us  know  that  the  1950-D  nickel  is  one  of  the 
lowest-mintage  issues  of  recent  decades.  Now  the  question  is, 
in  which  of  the  following  grades  is  the  1 950-D  most  often  seen? 

a.  MS-60  to  63. 

b.  F  to  VF. 

c.  VF  to  EF. 

d.  AU. 


incorrect  weight,  and  most  were  recalled  and 
melted. 

d.  They  were  included  as  part  of  Mint  sets  and 
souvenir  sets  sold  by  the  T  reasury  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  thus  all  went  into  the  hands  of 
collectors. 

5.  All  but  one  of  the  following  is  a  famous 
first-year-of-design  American  scarcity  or  rarity. 
Pick  out  the  odd  one: 

a.  1 91 6-D  Mercury  dime. 

b.  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent. 

c.  MCMVII  $20  gold. 

d.  1921-S  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar. 

6.  It  you  are  a  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  you  realize 
that  a  key  date  is  the  1844,  which  has  this  nickname: 

a.  Orphan  Annie  Dime. 

b.  Woody  Woodpecker  Dime. 

c.  Bugs  Bunny  Dime. 

d.  War  with  Mexico  Dime. 

7 •  Ifyou  are  a  collector  of  $2.50  gold  quarter  eagles,  probably 
you've  always  admired  the  famous  and  exceedingly  rare  1841, 
which  veteran  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  gave  the  nickname  of: 

a.  Schoolgirl  Quarter  Eagle. 

b.  French  Liberty  Head. 

c.  Little  Princess. 

d.  Cinderella. 

8.  Of  the  8,707  $5  gold  coins  minted  in  1795,  perhaps  300 
to  500  exist  in  collections  today.  However,  of  the  1822  $5  gold 
coin,  only  three  specimens  are  known  to  exist.  The  Mint  records 
reveal  that  in  1822,  the  mintage  of  $5  gold  coins  was  this 
number  of  coins: 

a.  20. 

b.  17,796. 

c.  635. 

d.  24. 


3.  This  Morgan  silver  dollar  is  as  common  as  can  be  in 
such  worn  grades  as  VG,  Fine,  or  VF.  However,  if  you  have 
a  MS-65  coin,  you  have  a  major  rarity ,  one  that  would  excite 
interest  from  Maine  to  California: 

a.  1878-CC. 

b.  1882-CC. 

c.  1886 

d.  1901. 

We  mentioned  this  coin  before;  that  is,  the  1970- 
D  half  dollar.  This  issue  is  scarce.  Only  about  2,150,000 
were  made,  which  for  a  Kennedy  half  dollar  is  on  the  low 
side.  Which  one  of  the  following  statements  is  correct 
concerning  it? 

a.  They  were  distributed  through  the  Federal  Reserve 

Bank  in  Minneapolis,  MN,  and  put  into  circulation 

before  many  people  noticed. 

b.  All  were  commemoratives  and  were  sold  with  a  sur¬ 
charge  to  benefit  the  restoration  of  the  U.S.  Capitol 

Building  in  Washington,  DC. 

c.  The  Mint  realized  that  the  planchets  were  of  the 


9*  B.  Max  Mehl,  the  well-known  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  dealer 
and  publisher  of  the  Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia ,  built  a  huge 
advertising  campaign  on  this  particular  rarity,  causing  great 
excitement  among  the  public  and,  it  is  said,  causing  streetcar 
conductors  to  slow  down  urban  transportation  while  they 
scanned  incoming  change  for  one  of  these: 

a.  1877  Indian  Head  cent. 

b.  1 804  silver  dollar. 

c.  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel. 

d.  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent. 

•  Sometimes  a  group  of  coins  of  the  same  date  can 
include  multiple  scarcities  and  rarities.  In  American  coinage, 
which  of  the  following  suite  of  pieces  is  remarkably  rare? 

a.  $1 ,  $2.50,  and  $3  gold  coins  of  1 875. 

b.  Cent,  nickel,  and  half  dollar  of  1909. 

c.  Half  dime,  dime,  and  quarter  dollar  of  1837. 

d.  1906-D  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

for  Sale 


Tokens  and  Medals 

1 874  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  counterstamped 
with  SAGE’S  CANDY  COIN.  VG.  A  some¬ 
what  mysterious  issue;  in  1874  the  proprietor 
of  Sage’s  Candy  apparently  featured  silver  quar¬ 
ters,  half  dollars,  and  trade  dollars  as  a  promo¬ 
tion  of  some  type.  No  other  dates  or  denomina¬ 
tions  are  known,  nor  is  the  identity  of  Sage 
known  (it  is  not  our  early  numismatic  dealer 
luminary,  Augustus  B.  Sage) . 295 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc., 
commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known 
Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  to¬ 
kens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of  a  United 
States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857  years,  and 
struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  the  famous  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 
motif  taken  from  the  1786-1787  copper  coin¬ 
age,  “Columbia”  being  a  representation  of 
“America.”  The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle 
perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived  from 
the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  “antiqued”  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full 
of  these  when  moving  some  “stuff’  recently, 
the  remainder  from  1 ,000  minted.  Each  $9.95, 
25  for .  149 

Counterstamps 

No  date.  Irish  halfpenny.  Good.  Counterstamped 
“F.E.  Voigd.”  . 19 


Forty-Five  Years ! 

In  1998  we’ll  be  celebrating  45  years 
as  a  rare  coin  dealer!  In  away,  1953  seems 
like  only  yesterday.  In  other  ways,  the 
coin  hobby  and  coin  market  today  are 
light  years  distant  from  the  situation 
back  then. 

As  time  permits,  QDB  has  been  writ¬ 
ing  some  reminiscences  of  his  life  in  coins. 
Whether  this  will  be  published  in  1998  or 
some  later  time  has  not  been  set,  but  from 
what  we  understand,  there  is  some  really 
interesting  reading  on  the  way! 


1837  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “Philada.” . 15 

1849  cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “J.F.M.” . 12 


Hawaiian  Coins 

1883  Hawaiian  dollar.  VF-30.  Struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  (but  from  dies  without  a  mint- 
mark) . 395 

Miscellany 

A  selection  of  printed  material  and  other  items 
being  deaccessioned  as  duplicates  from  the  library 
and  other  holdings  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  as  well  as 
other  miscellany  purchased  here  and  there.  All  items 
are  subject  to  your  satisfaction  upon  receipt  and 
can  be  returned  within  two  weeks  if  you  are  not 
delighted. 

19th-century  patent  medicine  almanacs  and  gen¬ 
eral  information  almanacs,  printed  yearly.  20 
different  for  $100,  and  40  different  for  ....200 

Lots  of  hype,  testimonials,  etc.,  plus  useful  information 
and  many  “fillers.” 

Gleason's  Pictorial  Drawing-Room  Companion,  folio- 
size  weekly  illustrated  newspaper  from  the 
1850s,  bound  in  six-month  volumes.  Binding 
somewhat  loose  and  “ratty,”  but  the  contents 
quite  good.  Filled  with  engravings  of  people, 
places,  and  things  of  the  era,  lots  of  news,  sto¬ 
ries,  etc.  Duplicates  from  QDB  library.  Our 
choice  of  volumes,  two  available  as  we  go  to 

press,  each  . 250 

Framed  (wood  frame  with  glass  front)  original  Sat¬ 
urday  Evening  Post  magazine  covers  featuring 
beautiful  girls  as  sketched  by  famous  Ameri¬ 
can  artist-illustrator  Philip  Boileau,  early  is¬ 
sues  from  the  c.  1905-191 5  era.  Single:  $17, 
group  of  10  different  $150,  group  of  20  dif¬ 
ferent,  $300  (Plus  $5  shipping  for  first  item, 
$1  for  each  additional) 

Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 
through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with 
many  fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are 
by  well-known  American  illustrator  Robert 
Robinson.  Important  reference  collection,  not 
readily  replaceable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  10 
different  (plus  $5  postage)  $250;  100  differ¬ 
ent  .  2,500 

Numismatic  books  of  the  past  several  decades, 
generally  1940s  to  date,  U.S.  coins  and  related 
themes,  “seconds”  with  scuffed  covers  or  other 
problems  (but  with  contents  intact),  non-cur¬ 


rent  editions,  etc.  Good  for  exploring  for  in¬ 
formation,  new  interests  and  specialties,  etc. 
A  grab  bag  of  “stuff’  with  original  cover  prices 
totaling  at  least  $300,  the  lot  (plus  $10  pack¬ 
ing  and  shipping)  for  just .  100 

1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In 
1942  the  United  States  Mint  began  searching 
for  a  suitable  replacement  for  the  copper  cent. 
Being  a  strategic  war  material  copper  was  in 
high  demand.  Replacement  material  required 
various  properties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely 
as  possible.  Private  companies  were  contacted 
to  explore  materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and 
glass.  Special  dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the 
testing  process.  The  firms  involved  provided 
sample  planchets  which  were  stuck  with  these 
dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small 
quantity  of  plastic  “Planchets:”  or  disks  which 
were  left  over  from  one  of  the  private  compa¬ 
nies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types  of 
material:  General  purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very 
dark  brown.  Each  weighs  1 0.30  grains  and  has 
six  concentric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76 
grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on 
each  side.  Order  either  type  for,  each:  .  59 

As  part  of  the  purchase  of  the  above  plastic  disks 
we  also  have  acquired  a  handwritten  (in  pencil) 
report  to  the  United  States  Mint  from  a  suc¬ 
cessful  scientist  involved  in  the  testing  of  vari¬ 
ous  samples  submitted  as  replacements.  This 
rough  draft  consists  of  approximately  40  pages 
providing  test  procedures  and  results.  The  tests 
includes  specific  gravity,  dimension,  water  ab¬ 
sorption,  impact  strength,  resistance  to  abrasion, 
flammability,  color  stability,  and  accelerated 
service.  We  cannot  overstate  the  importance  of 
this  report  to  the  researcher  studying  the  1942 
plastic  cent  issues.  To  our  knowledge,  this  re¬ 
port  is  unique . 995 

Currency 

1780,  May  5.  $2.  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  co¬ 
lonial  currency.  Bright  EF.  Punch  canceled. 
Printed  by  Hall  and  Sellers,  Philadelphia.  Ob¬ 
ligation  guaranteed  by  Uncle  Sam  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  of  Congress  dated  March  18, 
1780  (but,  like  many  other  federal  obligations, 
the  promise  was  not  honored;  interestingly,  nu¬ 
mismatists  have  stepped  in  to  preserve  the 
honor  of  our  government,  lor  nearly  all  cur- 
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$3,  $5,  and  $10  denominations,  the  most 


rency  of  this  era,  if  in  decent  condition,  now 
has  a  collectors’  value  higher  than  its  face 

value!) .  69 

1780,  May  3.  $7.  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Co¬ 
lonial  currency  backed  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  Nice,  bright  VF  or  finer.  Punch  can¬ 
celed . 69 

1874  Friedberg-1308  25  Cents.  Unc . 39 

1928  Silver  Certificate.  F-1600.  Choice  crisp  Un¬ 
circulated . 29 

Paper  Americana 

Important  bank  notes  from  old  bank  note 
plates:  In  the  1860s  the  Nashua  Bank,  Nashua 
N.FL,  commissioned  the  New  England  Bank 
Note  Company,  Boston,  to  engrave  for  it  five 
handsome  plates  for  issues  of  currency  $1,  $2, 


popular  values  of  the  era.  Because  of  circum¬ 
stances  not  recorded,  these  particular  notes 
were  never  issued,  or,  if  some  were,  none  are 
known  to  exist  today.  Fast  forward  to  over  a 
century  later,  when  these  long-hidden  steel 
bank  note  plates,  apparently  never  used,  sur¬ 
faced  and  were  acquired  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries.  Today  the  original  plates  form 
a  nice  exhibit  in  our  office.  Before  retiring 
them  to  the  exhibit  we  had  some  sets  made 
on  high-quality,  wide  margin  paper,  each  note 
uniface  (as  originally  intended)  and  printed 
separately.  To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  these 
notes  were  never  issued  in  original  form,  so 
it  is  not  proper  to  call  these  “reprints”  Rather, 
these  apparently  are  now  issued  for  the  first 
time.  Whatever,  they  certainly  constitute  a 


very  attractive  and  collectible  set.  29.95  per 

set  or  10  sets  for .  179.95 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted 
onto  steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1 930s, 
depicting  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill- 
fated  zeppelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines, 
Inc.  offered  exclusive  connecting  service  to 
the  Hindenburg,  apparently  for  only  a  very 
short  time.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  spotted  several 
of  these  at  the  ANA  Convention,  said  they 
were  the  most  historically  fascinating  things 
he  had  seen  all  day,  and  directed  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  them .  99 

C.1910F  ire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  new.  Two  different  scenes  available  We 
bought  several  dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a 
pair  for  $15,  or  buy  10  pairs  for . 125 


Focus  on  “New  Purchases  ”  by  Two  of  Our  Readers 
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Our  readers  and  friends  do  interesting  things,  none  more  so  than  Marty  and  Elise 
Roenigk  of  Connecticut,  who  “diversified”  recently  by  purchasing  two  really  huge 
and  fairly  interesting  hotels  in,  of  all  places,  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas — not  exactly 
next  door  to  Connecticut.  Marty  recently  sent  some  information  and  some  pictures, 
which  we  reproduce  herewith. 

Marty  informs  us  that,  according  to  historical  references,  the  Basin  Park  Hotel, 
built  in  1905,  was  frequented  by  Al  Capone  and  his  associates,  and  it  is  the  only  hotel 
in  the  world,  according  to  Ripley’s  Believe  It  Or  Not,  with  ground  floor  entrances  on 
all  seven  floors — because  it  is  built  on  a  mountain,  but  also  reportedly  so  Capone’s 
group  could  exit  quickly. 

The  Crescent  Hotel,  when  built  in  1 886,  was  considered  the  “premier  resort  hotel 
west  of  the  Mississippi.”  The  grandeur  is  not  lost  for  the  ambiance  of  “The  Grand  Old 
Lady”  is  still  felt  today  by  everyone  who  visits. 


he  Eureka 
Marty  and 


a  call 


at 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 


ing  and  updating  of  Walter  Breen’s  defini¬ 
tive  hook  on  U.S.  copper  cents  1793-1814. 

And,  more  publications  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  months  to  come. 


At  Great  Discount  Prices 


Thank  you! 

Thank  you  for  your  unprecendented  interest  in  our 
publications  during  the  past  year.  We  have  endeavored  to 
bring  you  some  of  the  most  informative  and  entertaining 
titles  available  in  numismatics  and  are  gratified  that  you 

agree.  Of  course,  we  are 
lucky  to  have  one  of  the 
most  prolific  numismatic 
writers  in  the  business 
(QDB)  as  our  editor 
extraordinaire  and,  as  time 
permits,  author  of  books. 
Dave  advises  us  that  he  has 
a  new  title  or  two  for  1998. 
Read  on.... 

Sneak  Previews 

Here  are  sneak  previews  of  coming  attractions.  In  the 
works  is  another  set  of  four  “Little  Editions” — most  likely 
available  in  March.  Dave  Bowers  is  putting  the  finishing 
touches  on  a  book  that  I  predict  will  be  a  best  seller.  The 
title  has  not  been  decided  upon  yet,  but  it  will  be  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  his  popular  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market 
and  High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investment  both  of  which 
have  been  out  of  print  for  quite  awhile.  Dave  tells  me  that 
he  will  also  use  some  information  he  developed  for  his  an¬ 
nual  discussion  at  Dr.  Carl  Francis’  “Museology”  course  at 
Harvard  (intended  for  museum-curators-to-be).  And,  of 
course,  Dave  enjoys  coins  a  lot,  and  I  expect  that  his  new 
book  will  reflect  this. 

Also  coming  your  way  will  be  our  “Eliasberg  Highlights 
and  Reminiscences,”  a  collection  of  interesting  personal 
stories,  inside  tidbits,  news  coverage  and  photographs  from 
our  catalogues  and  past  sales  of  the  greatest  collection  of 
United  States  coins  ever  formed. 

Way  out  in  California,  Dan  Owens  has  been  spending 
countless  days  digging  deep  into  historical  files,  old  news¬ 
papers,  and  other  accounts.  Coming  your  way  will  be  his 
book  on  California  territorial  gold  coins,  ingots,  coiners, 
and  assayers — lots  of  romance,  history,  and  basic  numis¬ 
matic  information,  much  of  which  has  never  been  available 
before  in  a  single  publication. 

Sure  to  capture  a  great  deal  of  attention  in  1998  is  the 
grand  project  by  Mark  Borckardt,  the  long-awaited  edit¬ 


Just  Arrived!!! 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards , 

Second  printing.  This  award-winning,  best¬ 
selling  book  by  Dave  Bowers  sold  out  its 
initial  printing  of  3,500  copies  in  just  nine 
months!  The  second  printing  of  this  great 
“read”  has  just  arrived  in  our  warehouse.  If 
you  don’t  have  a  copy  yet,  order  one  today! 
Th  is  456-page,  profusely  illustrated  work 
has  22  chapters — each  and  exciting  “adven¬ 
ture”  on  its  own.  Awarded  high  honors  by 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  has  been  critically  acclaimed  by 
dozens  of  well-known  figures  in  the  numismatic  community. 
We  currently  have  several  hundred  copies  available  and  the 
author  will  be  delighted  to  personally  sign  your  copy  if  re¬ 
quested.  (Just  be  sure  to  ask  for  an  autographed  copy  when 
ordering;  just  say,  “Please  have  Dave  autograph.”) 

New  to  our  Listings 

The  Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading  and  Counterfeit 
Detection  is  the  first  book  to  offer  an  in-depth  explanation 
about  the  professional  coin  grading  process.  Scott  Travers,  edi¬ 
tor,  claims  that  this  work  will  give  readers  an  inside  look  at  the 
modern  technology  used  to  determine  coin  grading  today.  And, 
a  perusal  of  the  book  will  quickly  reveal  that  this  is  true.  There 
are  separate  sections  for  U.S.  copper,  nickel,  silver,  gold  and 
commemorative  coins.  And,  it  includes  an  introduction  by  our 
own  Q.  David  Bowers.  A  must  for  all  serious  numismatists. 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America  (new  4  th  edition),  by 
Eric  P.  Newman,  is  nearly  500  pages  in  size  and  is  profusely 
illustrated  with  numerous  color  plates  and  comprehensive 
coverage  on  every  issue,  as  well  as  authorized  and  issued  totals 
for  each  denomination  wherever  possible. 

Discounts  Galore! 

Everybody  likes  a  “good  deal.”  And,  each  book  we  offer  is, 
indeed,  a  good  deal  for  you.  Take  a  10%  discount  on  any 
purchase,  or  if  you  order  $100  or  more  list  price  worth  of 
books,  take  a  generous  20%  discount! 

How  to  order 

Call  me  or  my  associate,  Donna,  toll  free  at  1-800-222- 
5993,  with  credit  card  in  hand  and  a  list  of  the  titles  you 
want.  We  ll  calculate  your  order,  take  your  earned  discount, 
add  a  nominal  shipping  charge,  and  fill  your  request  right 
away.  Or,  you  can  order  or  fax. 

Guarantee:  Each  book  comes  with  a  30-day  money  back 
guarantee.  If  you  are  not  completely  delighted  with  any  title 
you  order,  a  refund  awaits  you  if  you  send  it  back.  By  the 
way,  of  the  last  10,000  books  we  have  sent  to  our  clients, 
fewer  than  15  have  been  returned  for  this  reason! 

Best  wishes, 


Mary  Tocci 
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This  Great  New  Book  Now  Available ! 


*. 


OFFICIAL  GUIDE  TO 


COIN  GRAIIING 


For  the  first  time  ever— 
the  standards  for  grading  Mint  State 
coins  are  explained  and  illustrated 
in  lavish  detail! 


Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 


'  Featuring  - 
48  pages  of 
full-color 
illustrations 


PROFESSIONAL  COIN 
GRADING  SERVICE 


Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 


For  the  first  time  ever — the  standards  for 
grading  Mint  State  coins  are  explained  and 
illustrated  in  lavish  detail! 

This  great  new  book  should  pay  for  itself 
quickly  when  you  buy  coins  or  review  your 
own  collection.  In  fact,  once  you  see  it, 
you’ll  wonder  why  such  a  book  was  not 
published  years  ago!  Secrets  of  coin  grad¬ 
ing  and  the  techniques  involved,  how  a 


subtle  difference  can  be  important,  diagnostics 
of  various  grade  levels,  and  more  are  arranged 
for  easy  reference.  Counterfeits  and  forgery, 
coin  cleaning  and  toning,  and  many  other  as¬ 
pects  come  to  the  fore.  Indeed,  within  the 
covers  of  this  large  but  quite  inexpensive  book 
is  information  that  represents  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  professional 
time  and  research  findings.  Much  information 


is  available  that  can’t  be  found  in  any 
other  single  book. 

This  324-page  volume  includes  over  48 
pages  of  full  color  photographs,  as  well  as 
400  black  and  white  images.  This  book 
comes  with  our  30-day  money-back  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200.  List  price  $29.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


The  Source  for  Early  Paper  Money  Collectors! 


THE  EARLY 
PAPER  MONEY 
OF  AMERICA 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


l:ou  rth 
Edition 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America 

4th  Edition 


This  8-3/4  by  11-1/2  inch 
hardbound  volume  has  over  480 
pages,  930  photographs,  100  color 
photographs  and  covers  over  114 
years  of  American  history.  And,  it  in¬ 
cludes  over  4,000  current  market 
valuations  for  all  known  notes  in  vari- 


By  Eric  P.  Newman 

ous  grades.  What  more  could  you  possibly 
ask  for?!  Let  me  tell  you.  How  about  com¬ 
prehensive  background  information  on  ev¬ 
ery  issue,  names  of  signers  along  with  their 
appointment  dates,  actual  dates  of  the  issues 
they  signed,  totals  issued,  important  histori¬ 
cal  facts  from  1686  onward — all  between 


the  covers  of  this  book.  This  is  THE 
source  for  early  American  paper  money 
collectors. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500.  List  price  $75. 

Call  Mary  or  Donna  at  1  -  800-222- 
5993  to  order  today! 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


Recently  Added  to  Our  Listings! 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 

By  Richard  Tomaska 

“The  Complete  Guide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars”  is  the  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
series  since  the  advent  of  third  party  grading  and  a  must  read  for  anyone  interested  in 
this  popular  and  underrated  series.” — David  Hall,  President,  PCGS 

This  valuable  guide  includes: 
sf  Grading  Mint  State  and  Proof  Franklins 

\sf  Detailed  date-by-date  analysis  in  both  Mint  State  and  Proof  condition 
s'  Rarity^  estimates  for  both  toned  and  brilliant  Mint  State  Franklins 
Hf'  Values  for  Full  Bell  Line  coins 

S'  Rarity'  estimates  for  brilliant,  cameo  and  deep  cameo  Proofs,  including  PCGS  and 
NGC  cameo  populations. 

Softbound  5-1/2  x  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  240  pages,  illustrated  (Stock  No.  BTO- 
100).  List  price  $19.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 

Long-Lost  1929  Film  Recast  as  Video 

The  Medal  Maker : 

Master  Sculptor  Laura  Gardin  Fraser 

experts  to  recreate  the  sound,  and  original  mu¬ 
sic  was  composed  by  Louis  Durra. 

The  16-minute  film  follows  the  process 
through  modeling  at  the  artist’s  studio,  casting 
the  metal  pattern  at  an  art  foundry,  and  striking 
the  medal  at  Medallic  Art  Co.  It  ends  with  the 
presentation  of  the  medal  to  the  first  recipient, 
Daniel  Chester  French,  with  four  other  famous 
sculptors  looking  on:  James  Earl  Fraser,  Adolph 
A.  Weinman  (who  made  the  presentation), 
Hermon  A  MacNeil,  and  Herbert  Adams,  all 
former  presidents  of  the  National  Sculpture  society. 

“Elizabeth  Jones’s  narration  is  spectacular,” 
said  the  producer.  “Dick  Johnson  gave  us  a  fas¬ 
cinating  story  of  what  happened  when  the  film 
was  first  shown  to  the  members  of  the  National 
Sculpture  Society.” 

Stock  No.  BVI-1 10.  List  price  $29.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  information. 


A  rare  1929  vintage  film  showing  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser  preparing  the  model  for 
America’s  most-prestigious  sculpture  award  has 
been  reformatted  and  is  now  available  in  video 
format.  Once  presumed  lost,  “The  Medal 
Maker”  was  located  by  numismatist  historian 
and  film  producer  Mike  Craven  of  Hollywood 
w'hose  firm  Mike  Craven  Productions  has  is¬ 
sued  the  video. 

The  medal  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  is  seen  mod¬ 
eling  in  the  original  35mm  silent  film  is  the  spe¬ 
cial  Medal  of  Honor  of  the  National  Sculpture 
Society.  It  has  been  awarded  only  35  times  since 
1929  and  is  the  Society’s  highest  award  for 
sculptural  achievement. 

Craven  hired  D.  Wayne  Johnson,  to  research 
the  film  and  write  a  script  which  was  narrated  by 
sculptor  Elizabeth  Jones,  former  Chief  Engraver 
of  the  United  States  Mint.  Craven  also  contacted 


Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 


Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $  1 0, 
and  $20  gold  coins.  184  pages.  Illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  $19.95 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  to  know  about  half  dimes. 
168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105. 
List  $29.95 
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Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance, 
and  investment  aspect  of  coins.  306 
pages,  illustrated.  There  are  classics  in 
every  series,  and  among  numismatic 
books  this  is  one  of  them.  You’ll  read  it 
from  cover  to  cover  and  enjoy  every 
page!  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  in  size,  306 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-125. 

List  $24.95 


American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

(introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett). 

Twenty-two  profusely  illustrated 
chapters  are  filled  with  stories  of  trea¬ 
sures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95 


American  Numismatic 
Association 

CEvramu,  history 


The  ANA  Centennial 
History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two- volume  book  on  the  history  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710. 
List  $159.00 


A  Buyers  and 
Enthusiast's  Guide 


Flying  Ea$c  tuid 
Indian  Cents 


A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  through  the  pages  of  this 
fascinating  book.  This  book,  ifyou  read 
it,  will  make  you  an  expert!  Thousands 
of  copies  have  been  sold!  54 1  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-311. 

List  $45.00 
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GUIDE  10 
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GOLD  COINS 

tY  Q.  DAVID  tOWIBS 


Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

(foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  of  United  States 
gold  coin  from  1795  onward.  A  highly 
useful  book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350. 
List  $12.95 
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Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bovver* 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century 

New  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles 
printed  in  the  19th  century.  A  lot  of 
fun,  informative  reading.  192  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bourn 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A  . 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  “source  book”  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  commemoratives.  You’ll 
find  it  all  here,  with  multiple  pages  on  each 
and  every  classic  commemorative  coin, 
together  with  previously  unpublished  in¬ 
formation  about  rarity  and  distribution, 
market  analyses  over  a  long  period  of years, 
price  cycles,  and  more.  Another  award¬ 
winning  book  you’ll  read  from  cover  to 
cover,  and  then  refer  to  often!  768  pages, 
illustrated.  Available  in  two  formats. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308. 

List  $39.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 

List  $49.95 


The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Covering  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  from  half 
cents  to  $20  gold,  this  volume  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  university  course  in  rare  coins, 
and,  probably,  would  cost  you  $5,000 
or  more  if  such  a  course  of  study  were 
available!,  572  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95 


Take  a  10%  or  Greater 
Discount  on  Any 
Numismatic  Book  Purchase 

For  total  book  orders  up  to  and  including 
$100.00,  take  a  10%  discount.  For  orders 
totaling  $100.01  or  greater,  take  a  20%  dis¬ 
count  off  the  total.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  increase  your  numismatic  knowledge  and 
enhance  your  enjoyment  of  this  exciting  hobby. 
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Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his 
equally  fascinating  collection  which, 
when  sold,  realized  $44  million!  176 
pages,  illustrated.  Second  printing. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


United  States  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuable  information  for  the  collec¬ 
tor  building  a  collection  by  design  types. 
Major  design  types  from  1793  to  date 
are  described  and  illustrated.  248  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Copper  Coins 

An  Actios  Cubit  lor  Iht 
CoBtctoi  .ml  Interior 


United  States  Copper 
Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents, 
and  two-cent  pieces  are  described  in 
detail.  All  major  types  are  illustrated. 
176  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


United  Slain 
Three-Ccnt  and  Flve-Cent 
Place* 

An  Action  (  .uldt  (m  tht 
CoDtaoi  tnd  lnv«»o> 


United  States  3<t  and  5<£ 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these  series,  as  well 
as  the  stories  of  such  famous  rarities  as 
the  1913  Liberty  nickel  and  the  unique 
1 870-S  half  dime.  1 68  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work  about  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  T  rea- 
sury  James  Baker  wanted  to  know  about 
gold  coins,  he  consulted  (and  quoted 
from)  this  book.  Award  winner.  415 
pages,  illustrated  with  color  plates. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest  coin  collection 
of  all  time.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  somewhat  arcane,  but  very  fascinat¬ 
ing  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of 
the  mid  1800s.  We’ll  make  this  daring 
guarantee:  if you  buy  this  book  and  don’t 
enjoy  it,  let  Dave  Bowers  know  within  30 
days  and  a  refund  will  be  sent,  and  you  can 
keep  the  book  free!22A  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof  coin 
manufacture,  characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more.  Year-by-year 
analysis.  Detailed  discussions  of  Proof 
sets  and  much,  much  more.  338  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-765. 

List  $29.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  & 
Michael  Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two-volume  ANA 
History.  Research  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some  of  the  hobby’s 
leading  figures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-71 1. 
List  $65.00 


Numismatist 

“Companion”Books 

Each  book  in  the  “Companion"  series 
is  edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  authors.  Each 
furnishes  delightful  and  informative 
reading.  Each  is  softbound,  5-1/2  by  8- 
1/2  inches. 

Numismatist  ?  budsidE 

COMPANION 
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Numismatist’s  Bedside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95. 


Numismatist’s  Countryside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Downtown 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Topside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Traveling 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist’s  Weekend 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95. 
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Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection,  by  the  way, 
we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago).  175  pages, 
illustrated. 

Sofitbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


Kurlv  (‘tiittH  of  iim  rit  u 


Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books  ever  written,  this  volume 
appeared  in  1875  (yes,  1875!)  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  A  classic  from 
the  word  go,  a  treasure  trove  of  informa¬ 
tion.  Standard  reference  on  colonial, 
state,  and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Reprint. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 
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Cherrypickers’  Pocket 
Guide,  Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting  varieties 
described  in  a  handy,  spiral  bound  vol¬ 
ume  that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-114. 

List  $19.95 


Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S.  coins 
are  described  and  shown  in  photos,  ar¬ 
ranged  and  described  by  two  of  the 
hobby’s  most  knowledgeable  and  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  344  pages.  Profusely  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-I11. 

List  $29.95 

Sofitbound.  Stock  No.  BFI-110. 

List  $24.95 


Take  a  10%  or  Greater 
Discount  on  Any 
Numismatic  Book  Purchase 

For  total  book  orders  up  to  and  including 
$100.00,  take  a  10%  discount.  For  orders 
totaling  $100.01  or  greater,  take  a  20%  dis¬ 
count  off  the  total.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  increase  your  numismatic  knowledge  and 
enhance  your  enjoyment  of  this  exciting  hobby. 


Two  Dates  Are  Better 
Than  One:  A  Collector’s 
Guide  to  Misplaced  Dates 

by  Kevin  Flynn 

Foreword  by  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers. 

Highly  useful,  and  may  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  some  interesting  and  valu¬ 
able  pieces.  512  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-1 16. 
List  $54.95 


PAPER  MONEY 

Ol-  THK 

UNITED  STATES 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

With  updates  by  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg 

The  1 4th  edition  of  this,  an  essential 
work  on  United  States  currency.  304 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 
List  $24.50 
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°jl$  Q.  David  Bourn 


Basic  Guide  to  United 
States  Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  com¬ 
memorative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 
List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David 
Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection, 
and  its  formation  over  several  genera¬ 
tions.  288  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 
List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 

COMMEMORATIVES 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  who  collects  the 
series. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851. 
List  $29.95 

Spiral  bound.  BLA-852.  List  $32.50 
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Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Highly 
acclaimed  and  with  enough  informa¬ 
tion  for  two  books! 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 
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Rare  Coin  Review  1969- 
1994:  An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject. 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 
List  $50.00 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  book.  Photographs  of  die 
varieties  include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100. 

List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with 
much  information,  price  data,  etc.,  not 
available  in  any  other  volume.  Award 
winner.  A  “must  have”  book  for  every 
advanced  library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 


United  States 
Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 


SlnoAin!  Catalog  of 

UNITED  STATES  \ 


TOKENS 

1700-1900 


Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and 
photographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just 
about  everything  else  you  need  to  know 
to  buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and  appreci¬ 
ate  United  States  tokens. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 
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Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  Did  you  know  that  at  one  time  this 
was  the  most- requested  book  in  the 
Detroit  Public  Library  system?  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edition,  224  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $10.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this 
classic  text,  the  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic 
die  descriptions  with  history,  collecting 
information,  opinions,  all  in  all  a  de¬ 
lightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 

Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 

An  8- 1  /2  x  1 1  volume  filled  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  these  two  series.  A  popular 
book  which  has  been  responsible  in  good 
measure  for  a  renewed  enthusiasm  for 
the  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-724. 

List  $34.50 


Bust  Half  Fever 

1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting  book  covering  all 
die  varieties,  the  background  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  grading  collecting,  etc.  330  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSO-752. 
List  $60.00 


U.S.  Error  Note 
Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  new  book  illustrates  many  differ¬ 
ent  types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide 
for  answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giving  a  view 
of  market  values.  431  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
An  updated  version  of  this  well- 
known  and  highly  regarded  classic.  386 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 
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Numismatic  Books  For  Sale 


IHt  STANDARD  CLIDE 
TO  THE  LINCOLN  CENT 


M  I«Ih.HD 


Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 
List  $19.95 


New  Orl  cans  Mint 
Gold  Co  ins: 
1839190V 
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New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  200  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-814. 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-815. 
List  $31.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Old 
West:  The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

Focuses  on  the  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  210  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-816 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-817 
List  $31.95 


JOHANN  MATTHAUS  REICH 


Alto  known  cm 
JOHN  REICH 


by  Stewart  Witham 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich  come  alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95. 


Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday 
through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993. 
New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569- 
5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Ac¬ 
count,  or  use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  includ¬ 
ing  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order) .  Please 
list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type” 
for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the 
same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if 
your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and 
handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent 
insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United 
States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box 
address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE 
(on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders 
under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any 
reason,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30 
days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC, 
etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions: 
Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention 
sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which 
sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by 
grading  services  must  be  returned  un  tampered  with  and  in 


the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of 
a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to 
be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid, 
or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray 
Merena  was  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other 
staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic 
hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bankvaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  conventions 
and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are 
as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 


future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors 
which  may  occur. 

The  B&M  Staff 

•Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 

Review — Q.  David  Bowers 

•President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 

Numismatist;  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris 

Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•Auction  Dept. — Q.  David  Bowers,  Director;  John 
Pack,  Manager.  Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt, 
Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack, 
Beth  O.  Piper,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin 
Edgerly,  Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager, 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager; 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Maggie 
Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie 
McDonald,  Guy  Hughes. 

•Publications  Dept. — John  Babalis,  MaryTocci. 
•Financial  Department — Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.  A., 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 

•Network/IS  Administrator — Thomas  T rumble. 
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Some  of  the  Finest  Reading  Ever! 


American  Coin  Treasures 

and  Hoards 

2nd  Printing 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
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and  Hoards 

and  caches  of  other  American  numismatic  items 

CX  Daod  Bowers 

Hundreds  of  exciting  and  informative  accounts  of 

Fortunes  Lost!  Fortunes  Found! 
Fortunes  Waiting  To  Be  Discovered! 


What  can  we  say  about  this  book? 
It’s  a  highly-acclaimed,  bestselling, 
award-winning  masterpiece  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  exciting  22- 
chapter  volume  filled  with  stories 
of  lost,  hidden,  and  found  trea¬ 
sures,  as  well  as  treasures  still  out 
there!  You’ll  read  of  shipwrecks 
filled  with  gold,  of  bandit  and  pi¬ 


rate  loot,  of  the  fabulous  Randall 
Hoard  of  large  cents,  the  great  Trea¬ 
sury  hoard  of  Morgan  dollars,  and 
more!  He  also  included  a  special  index 
for  case  in  finding  what  varieties  of 
coins  have  been  found  in  hoards  over 
the  years.  Thousands  of  copies  of  this 
book  have  been  sold — it’s  now  in  its 
second  printing!  If  you  haven’t  yet  or¬ 


dered  this  fabulous  book — NOW  IS 
THE  TIME. 

This  book  is  8-1/2  x  11  inches, 
hardbound,  456  pages,  and  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
404.  List  price  $59.95. 

See  page  64  for  discount  informa¬ 
tion. 


Bowers  and  Merena 


